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Sire, 

The permission most graciously accorded 
by Your Majesty to dedicate the following 
little Volume to you, is one among many 
proofs afforded to the world, that no effort 
in the cause of religion, however humble, is 
indifferent to Your Majesty. 

I am well aware. Sire, that it is the subject 
of the work, and not its merits, which has 
obtained for it Your Majesty's countenance 
and approbation. But if it shall be the 
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means, under God's blessing, of imparting 
Christian improvement to only one of Your 
Majesty's subjects, the kindness thus gra- 
ciously manifested towards me will have 
been more than justified, and I shall enjoy 
that reward which it must ever be the am- 
bition of the Christian Preacher to attain. 

I have the honour to be, 
Sire, 
Your Majesty's 
Most dutiful and most devoted 

Subject and Servant, 
THOMAS T. HAVERFIELD. 

Kew Green, 

March 3lsf, 1835. 
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SERMON I. 



Luke xii. 20. 



But God said unto him. Thou fool, this night 
thy soul shall be required of thee; then 
whose shall those things be which thou hast 
provided ? 

The holy Scriptures exhibit two different 
methods, of reasoning with sinners, with a 
view to reclaim them. The first displays the 
vileness and abomination of sin, and by show- 
ing its real deformity, renders it an object of 
detestation : the other method goes to prove 
that it is contrary to reason and common 
sense; and to show, that while the only true 
wisdom is to be found in obedience to the 
precepts of the gospel, the lowest degree of 
folly consists in vice and irreligiou. Wicked- 
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ness, in all its forms, is necessarily an object 
of hatred to the true Christian : but the case 
is diflFerent with the world in general; it 
is by no means easy to persuade the man of 
pleasure, that those sins which seem conge- 
nial to his nature, and agreeable to his incli- 
nation, ought to be held in abhorrence. And 
since, upon men of this stamp, contempt has 
often a more powerful influence than severe 
and stern rebuke, the sacred writings occa- 
sionally adopt the second method, and en- 
deavour to convince them of the folly of 
sin. 

Thus, both in the Psalms of David and in 
the Proverbs of Solomon, we find the term 
fool frequently used as synonympus with 
sinner. In the former we are told, that " the 
fool hath said in his heart, there is no God :" ^ 
and in the latter, that " the great God that 
formed all things, both rewardeth the fool, 
and rewardeth transgressors."^ The same 
method of instruction is pursued by our Sa- 
viour: we find him continually reproving 
the Pharisees for their blindness and folly ; 

A Ps. xir. 1; liii. I. * Prov. xxvi. 10. 
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and, in his parables especially, every kind 
of iniquity is frequently represented under 
the garb o{ foolishness. In that from which 
the text is taken, he sets before us the pic- 
ture of a worldly minded man, who, having 
passed his life in the constant occupation 
of heaping up riches, resolves at length to 
sit down at his ease, and enjoy the fruit of 
his labours, under the vain conceit that he 
has a long uninterrupted prospect of earthly 
comfort and pleasure before him. His ground 
has brought forth plentifully ; so plentifully 
that he has no longer " room to bestow his 
fruits." Contemplating this abundant in- 
crease with the true selfish delight of a heart 
cleaving to the grovelling pleasures of this 
world, he sets his mind to lay plans and 
build designs for the enjoyment of his future 
life ; and begins to form calculations founded 
upon the false supposition of there being but 
a very distant prospect of the termination of 
that luxury and ease which he proposes to 
himself. " And he said. This will I do, I 
will pull down my barns, and build greater, 
and there will I bestow all my fruits and my 

b2 
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goods ; and I will say to my soul, Soul, thou 
hast much goods laid up in store for many 
years; take thine ease, eat, drink and be 
merry." A wise resolution ! which none of 
the children of this world will hesitate to ap- 
prove. He has ample means of enjoyment, 
and why should he neglect to use them ? 
Notwithstanding all his prudence, however, 
he has forgotten one thing in his calculations : 
that, inexhaustible as his treasures appear to 
be, the time he may have for the enjoyment 
of them is by no means equally so — the 
many years of which he so exultingly 
boasts, may perhaps be curtailed to a few 
fleeting moments, after which his wealth (as 
far as he is concerned) will be useless. This 
failure is admirably pointed out in the words 
of my text. '* But God said unto him. Thou 
fool, this night thy soul shall be required of 
thee; then whose shall those things be 
which thou hast provided ?" 

It is one peculiar excellence of our Sa- 
viour's instructions, that while they often 
cause the feelings of the heart to vibrate, they 
invariably speak conviction to our reason and 
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experience: and the truth of this is nowhere 
more forcibly illustrated^ than in the parable 
before us. Look but around the world, my 
brethren, and you cannot fail to observe the 
number of characters exactly corresponding 
with the one here described. I do not mean 
among the profligate and vicious, but even 
among those to whom the world accords the 
praise of honesty sobriety and virtue — aye, 
and often of religion also : men in whom no 
fault can, apparently, be found ; but who, 
on the contrary, seem exact in the fulfilment 
of every human duty. For, mark the pro- 
gress of the majority of men from the mo- 
ment of their launching out into life. In 
their earlier years, the whole mind is occu- 
pied in acquiring a knowledge of the pro- 
fession which they intend to pursue : their 
maturer age is passed in turning that pro- 
fession to a profitable account ; and, as the 
evening of life approaches^ their chief consi- 
deration is how to enjoy that repose, which 
they conceive their former labours to have 
fairly earned for them. Having gained a com- 
petence — having, perhaps, laid up an ample 
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store of wealth, they then think but of " how 
they may bestow their goods" — ^how they 
may best enjoy the comforts which those 
goods have the power to afford. And in all 
this, you will say, there is no sin; their 
dealings have been honest, and free from op- 
pression and fraud ; they have not bereaved 
the widow and orphan of their mite, to add to 
their stores ; but have gone on in one unde- 
viating course of uprightness and integrity : 
nay, further, they have not violated the 
sabbath; they have attended regularly at 
church, and been punctual in the perform- 
ance of their private devotions. All this is 
well : yet with all this, they may still answer 
to the character of the man described in the 
parable. For observe, my brethren ; this 
man is taxed with no crime, neither is any 
glaring omission of duty alleged against him. 
What then is the species of folly that is laid 
to his charge ? Simply this, the supposing 
that **a man's life consisteth in the abun- 
dance of the things which he possesseth ;" * 

* Luke xii. 15. 
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in making his worldly pursuits his first and 
paramount object; in providing, with sedu- 
lous care, for the necessities of this life, and 
suffering the concerns of the next to be an 
object o9 secondary consideration, or perhaps 
of no consideration at all. And is not this 
the case with too many among ourselves, 
brethren ? Are not our worldly interests too 
generally the first and most important theme 
of our meditations? Is not the whole day 
employed in their pursuit ? Is not our re- 
pose at night often disturbed by thinking of 
them, by planning and devising schemes 
for their improvement ? And how much of 
all this time do we devote to the service of 
God, and the making provision for eternity ? 
Put together all that is allotted to devotion 
and serious meditation, and how trifling will 
the amount appear, when compared with 
what we give to the world, to its business 
and its enjoyments ! And is such a distri- 
bution of his time worthy of the Christian 
who has his eternal salvation to work out ? 
Shall we say that our duty is fulfilled, when 
we barely yield to our Maker the hundredth 
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part of it, and dedicate all the rest to bust* 
ness, to pleasure, or perhaps^ alas ! to sinful 
indulgence ? 

The fact, howerer, is, that this error 
chiefly arises from not properly understand- 
ing our own nature and condition: from 
setting too great a value upon things pre- 
sent, and thinking too little of the things to 
come : and from considering ourselves as 
having a permanent abode here upon earthy 
without reflecting that we are but sojourners 
in this world, and not abiding in it as our 
native home. Is it not strange, that men, 
wheo they see their fellow-creatures sum- 
moned hence, some in the bloom of youth, 
some in the prime of manhood, and all after 
a few fleeting years have passed away, 
should still be so infatuated as to make 
those few years an object of such vast im- 
portance, and think so little of the eternity 
which they have to provide for ? Is it not 
strange, that while every thing around us 
reminds us of the speedy termination of our 
present existence, while every thing within 
us speaks so loudly of a hereafter, and pro- 
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claims the immortality of our souls, we 
should still go on pampering and providing 
for the enjoyment of our corruptible bodies, 
and take no thought for that part of us which 
is to live for ever ? That we should think 
only of " what we shall eat, and what we 
shall drink, and wherewithal we shall be 
clothed,"* indulging in fancies worthy only 
of ignorant and unenlightened heathen, and 
neglect to seek the kingdom of God, which 
is our proper, our abiding, and our eternal 
home ? " Here," says St. Paul, " have we 
no continuing city, but we seek one to 
come;"* a fact which he had previously 
illustrated by the case of the patriarchs, 
whose condition was beautifully figurative 
of our own ; who " died in faith, not having 
received the promises, but having seen them 
afar oflf, and were persuaded of them, and 
embraced them, and confessed that they 
were strangers and pilgrims on the earth. 
For they," he proceeds, "that say such 
things, declare plainly that they seek a 
country. But now they desire a better 

4M.att. vi. 31. * Heb. xiii. 14. 
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country, that is, a heavenly ; wherefore God 
is not ashamed to be called their God, for 
be hath prepared for them a city."^ 

And has not God, my brethren, prepared 
a city for us also; "a new and heavenly 
Jerusalem," purchased for us by the blood 
of Christ ? And are we not even now wan- 
dering as strangers and pilgrims upon the 
earth, looking to receive the accomplishment 
of the sure promises of God, which he has 
revealed in the gospel of his Son, and which 
he will one day most certainly fulfil ? But 
those promises are not made to such as set 
their affections on the perishable things of 
this world, and **^lay up for themselves trea- 
sures upon earth," despising, or at best, dis- 
regarding the treasures which are reserved 
for the righteous in heaven. " God," says 
the apostle in the passage just quoted, " was 
not ashamed to be called the God" of the 
patriarchs ; and why was he not ashamed to 
be called their God? Why, but because 
they rested their hopes solely and entirely 
upon his providence, trusting to him to pro- 

6 Heb xi. 13, 14, 16. 
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vide them with all things needful for them ; 
because they set a full value upon their 
souls, and cared little for their bodily com- 
forts; because they proved their faith by 
forsaking, at his command, their homes and 
kindred, giving themselves up willingly and 
cheerfully to his disposal, knowing that he 
had laid up in store for them better things 
hereafter. But he will be ashamed to be 
called the God of those " whose end," to use 
the emphatic words of the apostle, " is de- 
struction, whose God is their belly, who 
glory in their shame, who mind earthly 
things." ^ He will not be called the God of 
those who set up for themselves an idol of 
gold, a mammon of unrighteousness ; and 
bow the knee in mockery to himself, while 
the pleasures of this world are the real 
deities of their hearts and affections. 

God will not allow of a divided empire in 
our souls ; they must be devoted entirely to 
him, without any reservation in favour of a 
darling passion. Wealth, pleasure, ambi- 
tion, all must yield before the supreme love 

7 Phil. iii. 19. 
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and duty which we owe to him. And what 
are wealth, pleasure and ambition, but idle 
toys ; glittering bubbles fit only to make 
sport for children — ^bubbles that burst at 
the moment we would grasp them, or else 
" make themselves wings, and fly away ?" ® 
Are these to be compared with the perma- 
nent, the inexhaustible treasures that God 
has prepared for them that serve him? 
Ought these to rival him in our affections, 
who is the everlasting fountain of goodness, 
the never-failing source of mercy and of 
love ? 

But there is yet another cause from which 
proceeds the folly of devoting ourselves to 
the search after worldly happiness, to the 
neglect of our spiritual interests : it is this ; 
we forget, that while we are " labouring 
for the meat that perisheth," there is One 
who laboured hard to provide for us 
"the meat that endure th unto everlasting 
life." ^ He valued our souls at so great a 
price, that he left his throne of happiness 
and glory, came down from heaven, "took 

8 Prov. xxiii- 6. 9 John vi. 27. 
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upon himself the form of a servant," and 
submitted to hardships, to sorrow, and to ig- 
nominy — nay, even to be " numbered with 
the transgressors," and to die the death of 
the vilest of mankind, in order to purchase 
their salvation. Yet we ourselves value them 
so meanly, that we are content to let them 
perish, if we may but obtain full enjoyment 
of the vanities of this world. But if we 
take so little thought for ourselves, brethren, 
we might, at least, so far consider the pains 
which he endured, as not to let them be 
thrown away; we might, if not for our own 
sakes, at least in gratitude for that un- 
bounded love which he manifested towards 
ijis, take upon ourselves some share in the 
task of working out our own salvation, and 
not vainly suppose that the whole labour is 
to rest with him. " He hath borne our griefs, 
and carried our sorrows, and the Lord hath 
laid on him the iniquity of us all :" ^ for 
how could we have borne our own sins? 
The very least of them would be sufficient to 

* Isa. lili: 4. 6. 
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overwhelm us with its weight; and how 
could we have sustained the whole bur- 
den, had not he taken it upon himself? Are 
we then to make no return for his mercy ? 
Are we to give ourselves up to a round of 
thoughtless and heartless vanity, consuming 
our whole lives in frivolous diversion, like 
ephemeral insects that sport and glitter a few 
hours in the sunbeams, and then die, perish, 
and are no more ? My brethren, our souls 
are not our own ; we first voluntarily yielded 
them up as servants to sin, and bond-slaves 
to the devil. Jesus Christ has redeemed them 
at the price of his roost precious blood. 
His, then, they are by the right of purchase 
and contract ; his they are by our own 
solemn vow and covenant entered into at our 
baptism ; and we have no right to take the 
disposal of them out of his hands; to squan- 
der them away in idleness and vice ; to " sit 
down," like the Israelites, " to eat and drink, 
and rise up to play ;* to lavish our time upon 
sensual gratifications, when Christ is daily 

2 Exod. xxxii. 6. 
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and hourly calling upon us for bis due, and 
reminding us that we are dissipating his 
property, and not our own. 

And are we then, you will say, to have no 
enjoyments in this life? Are our days to 
pass in one dull, joyless round, without va- 
riety, without diversion? Is the elasticity 
of youth to be repressed, the vigour of man- 
hood to be relaxed, the comforts of old age 
to be damped and destroyed, by a continual 
thinking upon the gloomy horrors of death 
and the grave ? To what purpose, then, has 
Providence heaped upon us the good things 
of this life ? Why has he " crowned the 
year with goodness, and caused his clouds 
to drop . fatness ?" ' Why has he " covered 
our valleys with corn, that they shout for 
joy," * and made " our oxen strong to labour, 
and our sheep to bring forth thousands and 
ten thousands in our streets ?" ^ Are not all 
these things the gifts of God, and are we to 
despise them, and set them at nought ? Are 
we to let them waste and decay for want 

3 Ps. Ixv. II. * Ps. Ixv. 13. 

« Ps, cxliv. 13, 14. 
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of use, while we ourselves sit in listless 
apathy, thinking of nothing but the world to 
come ? 

This, however, is making a wrong esti- 
mate — or rather, it is considering only the 
extremes of the case, from which a correct 
judgment can never be formed. There are 
innocent pleasures and recreations enough 
for youth, by which its buoyancy and spring- 
may be preserved, and yet it may be trained 
to think upon and devote itself to God, and 
to know the value of its own soul. There is 
business enough to keep in action the vigour 
of manhood, without withdrawing its thoughts 
from the more important concerns of its spi- 
ritual interests. And for old age — alas ! 
what comfort can old age desire, but the 
near prospect of that scene which is opening 
before it, and which offers, through Christ, 
an eternity of peace and joy ? Old age can 
have but little pleasure in looking back upon 
the past, upon a life of bitterness and grief, 
perhaps of vanity and sin ; — it can have but 
little pleasure in the present, borne down as 
it is by infirmity and trouble, — it is to the 



SERMON I. 17 

future that it must look for comfort and re- 
lief—and that future can only lie beyond the 
tomb, " where the wicked cease from trou- 
bling, and where the weary are at rest." ^ 
My brethren, the gospel does not bid you 
brood upon the gloomy terrors of death and 
the grave — no ; it bids you think of death 
as deprived of its sting ; it bids you think of 
the grave as vanquished by that triumphant 
arm, which has robbed it of its victory ; it 
exhorts you to look upon dissolution, not as 
a dismal cloud that shuts out the scenes of 

a 

enjoyment and happiness which you have so 
long cherished, but as a gate which opens 
to a treasure-house of everlasting joys, and 
admits you into the immediate presence of 
God, " at whose right hand there are plea- 
sures for evermore." ^ 

Neither does the gospel forbid you to en- 
joy the good things which God has given 
you : if he has blessed your fields with in- 
crease, and stored your coflfers with wealth, 
you are permitted to use and to enjoy these 
blessings ; but so to enjoy them, as those 

* Job iii. 17. 7 Ps. xvi. 11. 
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that must give an account to him who has 
but lent them to you for a season, and will 
most strictly inquire to what profitable use 
you have turned them ; so to enjoy them, 
that they may make to you friends, who, 
when the scene of life shall close, may re- 
ceive you into everlasting habitations. Riches 
are given you, not merely that you may 
" take your ease," that you may " eat, drink, 
and be merry ;" that you may " clothe your- 
selves in purple and fine linen, and fare 
sumptuously every day;"® but rather that 
you may labour more and more diligently at 
the great work which you have to perform, 
and run with increasing speed the race which 
is set before you. Enjoy, then, the blessings 
which God has given you, but enjoy them 
with temperance and moderation, and with 
gratitude to the Almighty Giver. Enjoy 
them, and let your hearts be glad ; but let 
the poor enjoy them too ; let them bring 
'^ the blessing of him that is ready to perish 
upon you, and cause the widow's heart to 
sing for joy." ^ Enjoy them, above all, with 

8 Lukexvi. 19. » Job xxix. 13. 
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such a prudent consideration of their frailty 
and inconstancy, that you may be ready to 
resign them without a murmur, whenever it 
shall please your heavenly Father to take 
them from you. 

One word more, my brethren, and I have 
done. We are the creatures of an hour, and 
not one of us "knoweth his end, or the mea- 
sure of his days." ^ Already, for some of us, 
the awful mandate may have gone forth 
" This night thy soul shall be required of 
thee !** Think then, I intreat you, how you 
are prepared to obey that mandate: ask 
strictly, of your hearts, if they are fitted for 
the sudden, the tremendous change, should 
you lie down in peace to take your rest, and 
awake only to eternity ! If there be any 
among you, whose hearts have been set upon 
riches, or pleasures, or vanity ; if you have 
neglected to think upon God, and to prepare 
your souls for that solemn hour which must 
one day come — which may come upon you 
like a thief in the night — O arise at once, and 
hasten to your Father, confess to him your 

1 Ps. xxxix. 4. 
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UDwortbiness, and acknowledge that you 
have sinned against him. Ask to be received 
even among the number of his humblest ser- 
vants, casting your eyes with faith and hope 
upon the cross of your Redeemer, which stands 
lifted up, like the brazen serpent in the wil- 
derness, to heal and to save — and then de- 
part in peace. Through Christ, your sins 
shall be forgiven you ; and even if your souls 
should this very night be required of you, 
they will be summoned away to the enjoy- 
ment of everlasting bliss, to a kingdom and a 
crown of glory prepared for you from the 
beginning of the world. 
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1 Corinthians ix. 24. 



Know ye not that they which run in a race^ 
run ally but one receiveih the prize ? So 
ruriy that ye may obtain. 

The first epistle to the Corinthians was 
written by St. Paul with a variety of objects. 
In it he reproves the persons he is address- 
ing for several abuses and corruptions which 
had crept into their church : he exhorts them 
to correct many irregularities in their gene- 
ral conduct, and answers certain questions 
which they had themselves proposed to 
him. 

During his travels through the cities of 
Greece, for the purpose of promulgating the 
gospel, St. Paul had remained at Corinth 
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for nearly two years, establishing the church 
which he had founded in that city ; and it 
must be supposed that, during that time, he 
had not only made a considerable number of 
converts, but that he had also himself be- 
come well acquainted with the manners and 
customs of the heathen inhabitants of the 
colony. 

So important a body of converts, and one 
which had engrossed so large a portion of 
the apostle's personal attention, naturally 
engaged also a considerable share of his 
thoughts and pastoral care after he had left 
them ; and we find accordingly, that a con- 
stant communication and correspondence 
were maintained, to which we owe those two 
admirable epistles, that now form a part of 
the sacred canon. 

In the midst of various dissensions, which 
had arisen during his absence, it seems that 
reflections had been cast upon the conduct of 
the apostle himself, which, in the chapter be- 
fore us, he takes occasion to justify. During 
his abode at Corinth, being unwilling to en- 
cumber the converts by depending upon 
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their liberality for subsistence, he devoted 
those hours which were not dedicated to the 
preaching of the gospel and the instruction 
of the church, to the pursuit of the occupa- 
tion to which he had been brought up, and 
which was also tl^e trade of Aquila and his 
wife Priscilla, with whom he lodged ; it be- 
ing the custom of the Jews to instruct the 
children of every rank in some trade of 
manual skill, however highly educated in 
other respects : and hence St. Paul, though 
** brought up at the feet of Gamaliel," had 
also been trained to the art of tent-making. 

Now it would appear, by the justification 
which St. Paul here thinks it necessary to 
oflFer of his conduct, and the vindication which 
he makes of his claims to a right to receive 
a maintenance by his flock, that some ill-dis- 
posed persons had misconstrued his gene- 
rosity and moderation, and insinuated that 
he had declined availing himself of those 
claims, from a consciousness that his title to 
them was inferior to that of his brethren, 
who had been the companions of our Saviour, 
and received their commission of apostleship 
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from his own hands, previous to his ascen- 
sion : whereas, St. Paul had not only been 
called to the ministry subsequently to that 
event, but had also, previous to his conver- 
sion, been an active persecutor of the church. 
Here, however, he shows that he is by no 
means to be considered as inferior to the 
other apostles : although not of that favoured 
set who had accompanied our Lord in 
his wanderings, he had, nevertheless, been 
honoured in a most especial manner by the 
presence of Christ in a vision, and had then 
received his apostolic commission from him : 
that of all others, the Corinthians, who 
were *'the seal of his apostleship in the 
Lord," and among whom the fruits of his 
preaching had been so largely and so con- 
spicuously manifested, should be the last to 
question his rio^hts. His privileges, there- 
fore, he asserts to be the same as those of 
the other apostles ; and he answers such as 
had taken upon themselves to inquire into 
and censure his conduct, by a bold assertion 
of all those particular rights, of which he 
partook in common with his brethren. And 
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this he strengthens by further arguments, 
adapted to the circumstances of the several 
persons whom he is addressing. First, to 
the Gentile converts he pleads the common 
practice of mankind — "Who goeth a warfare 
at any time at his own charges ? — who 
planteth a vineyard, and eateth not of the 
fruit thereof ?— or who feedeth a flock, and 
eateth not of the milk of the flock ?" And 
next, to his Jewish disciples, he urges the 
particular laws established, by divine au- 
thority, among the Israelites, for the main- 
tenance of the priests, and all who performed 
the service of the temple. " Say I these 
things as a man, or saith not the law the 
same also ? Do ye not know that they which 
minister about holy things, live of the things 
of the temple ? and they which wait at the 
altar are partakers with the altar ? — even so, 
the Lord hath ordained that they which 
preach the gospel should live of the gospel." 
But whatever his power may have been, 
he says that he has forborne the exercise of 
it, choosing rather to sufier any personal in- 
convenience, than to cause any risk of injury 

c 
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to the gospel of Christ, by the cavils and 
objections of evil-disposed persons, who 
would have been ready to misrepresent his 
conduct, as they had already misconstrued 
his moderation and forbearance. He asserts, 
therefore, that his motive in thus writing, is 
to be understood as a plain justification of 
himself, without any view of now enforcing 
* those privileges to which it had been his 
object simply to prove his right. He then 
explains and enlarges upon other parts of 
his conduct ; and shows them, that, through • 
out his ministry, he has ever kept in view 
the great end of his mission, namely, the 
furtherance of the gospel, and the procuring 
of converts to the Christian faith. 

The justification of his actions, aixd the 
vindication of his rights, do not, however, 
appear to have formed the only motive which 
instigated the apostle to write this part of 
his epistle : he seems also to have been de- 
sirous of exciting the Corinthians, by his 
own example, to the practice of similar mo- 
deration and abstemiousness, not only in 
the particular instance to which he alludes, 
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but also in the general tenour of their lives 
and actions ; and, for the purpose of giving 
additional force to his admonitions, he adopts 
an illustration peculiarly familiar to those 
whom he was addressing. 

Few are ignorant, that among the ancient 
heathen, contests and trials of strength not 
only afforded a favourite and invigorating 
source of recreation, but were publicly ex- 
hibited under the authority of their several 
governments ; and the victors rewarded with 
a crown or chaplet, generally composed of 
some evergreen plant. Among the Greeks 
in particular, these contests or games were 
conducted with greater solemnity, and dis- 
played, in their exhibition, a higher degree 
of refinement than in any other niEition. 
Four of them were celebrated in different 
parts at stated periods ; one of which being 
held at Corinth, was called the Isthmian 
games, from the Isthmus on which that 
city was situated ; and to this the apos- 
tle alludes in the text and the succeed- 
ing verses. He observes that in each of 
these contests, though several enter the lists, 

c 2 
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one only can receive the prize; but that 
each candidate, in order to secure every pos- 
sible chance of becoming the successful 
competitor, is careful to improve his bodily 
strength, by observing a strict regimen and 
diet, and being " temperate in all things." 
Any excess or irregularity of living, any 
sensual indulgence, by tending to enervate 
the frame, would have incurred the almost 
certain loss of the contest ; a disgrace which, 
in the best days of the Grecian republics, 
was most acutely felt, even by those who 
were conscious that no blame could be at- 
tached to their own want of prudence or ex- 
ertion ; but that their failure was to be attri- 
buted solely to the superior powers with 

which nature had endowed their successful 

« 

antagonist. 

A more appropriate emblem of the Chris- 
tian warfare could not perhaps be easily 
selected; although the points of difference 
(upon which I shall presently have occasion 
to dwell) are as striking and instructive as 
those of resemblance. To the Corinthians 
the illustration must have been forcible in the 
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extreme. Constantly in the habit of witness- 
ing the ardent zeal with which the competitors 
entered the lists— of beholding every muscle 
strained to the utmost extent of its fibre in 
the contest — of seeing the flush of triumphant 
joy which overspread the countenance of 
the victor, and the despondency of the van- 
quished — of hearing the thundering plaudits 
of the assembled nations of Greece, hailing 
the successful youth as he advanced to re- 
ceive the honorary chaplet— they must have 
felt the full force of those precepts which bid 
them strive for the mastery in that contest, 
where their antagonists were the powers of 
darkness, or the strong solicitations of their 
own hearts; where, consequently, every 
faculty of the soul is required to put forth 
its utmost powers in the struggle — where 
the reward of victory would be an everlast- 
ing crown of glory— but the consequences 
of defeat, eternal shame and never-ending 
torment. 

And to Christians in general, but little 
exercise of reason is required, in making a 
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forcible and useful application of the figure 
thus used by the apostle. Even to ourselves, 
contests somewhat similar to those in use 
among the Greeks are not unknown ; though 
too often, alas ! applied by us to far more 
ignoble purposes ; and instead of serving as 
incitements to honourable emulation, being 
made to nourish the worst of passions, 
and become the instruments of the most 
destructive vices. Still, our Saviour has 
taught us, that we may learn diligence in the 
exercise of our Christian calling, from the 
earnestness with which the children of this 
world are in the habit of pursuing the ob- 
jects of their desires : and even the greedy 
devotion of the miser, the feverish Eager- 
ness of the gamester, and the wild pertinacity 
of the libertine, are so many lessons to the 
Christian, of the unwearied exertion with 
which he is bound to strive after the great 
object of his profession, everlasting life. 

But I have said that there were points of 
difference as well as of resemblance between 
the Christian warfare, and the contests to 
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which the apostle here alludes. The first of 
these consists in the chances of success, and 
the next in the nature of the reward. 

As to the first ; " Know ye not," says the 
apostle, ^^ that they which run in a race, run 
all, but one receiveth the prize V* Now in 
the: Christian warfare, the palm of victory is 
not to onCy but to all : every one who strives 
for the mastery, who applies with diligence 
the means prescribed by the gospel for the 
Itttainment of his object, is certain of suc« 
e09S ; and we are in no danger, after we have 
b^towed our utmost pains and labour upon 
the contest, of seeing another preferred to 
reward and honour, while we ourselves reap 
nothing but disappointment and disgrace. 
We are not condemned to ^^ labour in vain in 
the Lord;"^ all who run will receive the 
prized— all who enter the lists, and diligently 
and faithfully persevere, without being weary, 
to the end of their course, will be certain of 
obtaining the crown which has been pur- 
chased by the blood of Christ. 

It is probable, indeed, that all will not re- 

' 1 Cor. X?. 68. 
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ceive an equal recompence ; that they who 
have had the greatest difHculties to en- 
counter, and shown the most strenuous zeal 
in surmounting; them — they who have stood 
forth as the boldest champions in the cause 
for which they are called upon to fight, will 
be honoured above those of inferior merit; 
for, " in my Father's house," saith our Lord, 
" are many mansions."^ But Christ has 
died for all ; and since we have salvation 
through him alone, we may be well assured 
that no degree of virtue, based upon the 
strong ground of faith in him, will lose its just 
and proportionate recompence. No unlucky 
turn of chance, no unforeseen good fortune 
in favour of another, will be able to disap- 
point us of the prize that is propounded as 
the end of our toil : " God, who knoweth 
our integrity, will weigh our merits in an 
even balance,"^ and will distribute the re- 
wards accordingly. 

To the true Christian, then, there is a cer- 
tainty of recompence, an assurance of the 
prize, ratified in the most solemn manner by 
* John siv. 2. ' Job sxxi. 6. 
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the promise of God, and sealed with the 
holy blood of Jesus, through the gracious 
dispensation of " the Father of lights, with 
whom is no variableness, neither shadow of 
turning.*'* " We run," to continue the figu- 
rative language of the apostle, " not as un- 
certainly ;" we have the goal before our eyes, 
and whether we arrive at it sooner or later, 
the prize is certain of being awarded to us : 
" we fight, not as those who" (in the exer- 
cise necessary as a preparation for the pu- 
gilistic combats) '^beat the air" with vain 
blows ; but as those who contending with 
real and formidable, though spiritual ene- 
mies, manfully stand up to the contest in th^ 
full assurance of final victory. 

With good reason, then, did the apostle 
annex the precept, " So run that ye may ob- 
tain.*' Knowing that the victory is in our 
own power ; that, by the grace of God and 
through the merits of Jesus Christ, we can 
ensure success; it is, doubtless, worth our 
^hile to adopt every means which lie within 
our reach, to secure our triumph : every 

* James i. 17. 
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sacrifice of temporal enjoyment, every de- 
nial and mortification in our bodily indul- 
genceSi is to be accounted but as a trifle, 
when we feel the certain conviction that it 
will be productive of consequences so im- 
portant to our eternal welfare. 

And this leads me to the second point of 
diflference which I proposed to consider, 
namely, the nature of the reward. ** And 
every man that striveth for the mastery,'' 
saith the apostle, ^^ is temperate in all things. 
Now they do it to obtain a corruptible 
crown, but we an incorruptible." 

It is impossible not to be impressed with 
the deepest admiration of the noble feelings 
which inspired that eagerness with which 
the Grecian youths contended for victory, 
and kept their passions and natural appe- 
tites under subjection, in order to qualify 
themselves for the contest, when we consi- 
der that their reward was simply honorary. 
No large pecuniary prize, no high civil 
honour, no lucrative employment was pro- 
posed, as the remuneration of their prowess ; 
a chaplet of pine, of olive, or of parsley. 



SERMON II. 35 

was the highest premium that awaited their 
labours. Yet for this they were content to 
deny themselves every superfluous indul- 
gence; to discipline their bodies, exercise 
their limbsi and finallyi in many cases, ex- 
pose their pei*sons to imminent danger 
But it was the fame and honour of the vic- 
tory which gave its value to the crown ; it 
was the consciousness that the prize was the 
fruit of virtuous self-denial and honourable 
exertion, which inspired those triumphant 
feelings that accompanied its attainment ; it 
was the knowledge that assembled nations 
had witnessed their prowess, and that their 
names would live in the songs of those illus- 
trious bards who celebrs^ted their deeds, which 
made the simple chaplet that adorned their 
brows, more precious than the richest dia- 
dems of kings. 

Feelings such as these cannot be re- 
garded without approbation ; and it were 
well if, upon scrutinizing the motives which 
give birth to our own actions, we could find 
them equally praiseworthy and honourable. 
If the desire of approving ourselves worthy 
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in the sight of God, and of obtaining the 
blessing of a good conscience, were, in all 
cases, our prime sources of action, there can 
be but little doubt of our being able to keep 
our bodies in such subjection, as to qualify 
ourselves for maintaining that contest, which 
is 80 assuredly to be crowned with ultimate 
success and reward ; and that reward not 
being a "corruptible, but an Incorruptible 
crown" — not being framed of perishable ma- 
terials, but being one of glory and honour, 
equal in its duration with the immor- 
tality of our own souls, and bringing with it 
the certain possession of never-failing hap- 
piness, and of joys which the fondest imagi- 
nation of the heart of man is wholly unable 
to anticipate, must surely be worthy of 
any sacrifice, any exertion we can make. 

The indulgence of our passions, and the 
gratification of our natural propensities , be- 
yond what is required for the preservation 
of our existence, will but tend to enervate 
the frame, and weaken the faculties of the 
soul ; while the end must be inevitable dis- 
grace in a future state. Temperance, on th 




SERMON It. 37 

other hand, like godliness, '^ is profitable 
unto all things, having promise of the life 
that now is, and of that which is to come." * 
While it invigorates the body, it keeps the 
mental faculties bright and unclouded, and 
the soul pure and undefiled ; it renders us 
fitter for the exercise both of our temporal 
and spiritual callings, and thus tends to en- 
sure the possession of the prize that awaits 
us, when we have completed the race which 
is set before us. 

But temperance is not the only thing re- 
quisite for enabling us to run our course 
with a certainty of success. The candidates 
for the honours of the Grecian games not 
only regulated their bodies by abstinence, 
but kept them also in continual exercise and 
practice. Indolence and inactivity would 
have been as fatal to their hopes as sensual 
indulgence. Even so ought we, Christian 
brethren, to keep our souls in constant ex- 
ercise by habituating them to acts of practi- 
cal piety and goodness, in order that they 
may be the fitter for the possession of the 

5 1 Tim. iv. 8. 
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crown that we expect to obtain. By bend- 
ing our minds to serious and religious medi- 
tation, by frequent and fervent prayer, by 
unremitting acts of kindness towards our 
fellow-creatures, our souls will acquire that 
elasticity and liveliness of action, which will 
prevent their flagging, or drooping, or grow- 
ing weary in their course. 

I have said before, that the unsuccessful 
candidates in the Grecian games ever looked 
upon their failure with shame and sorrow, 
feeling themselves to be the objects of con- 
tempt and disgrace, although no blame 
could reasonably be attached to them, so 
long as they were conscious that their de- 
feat was owing, not to their own want oi 
prudence and exertion, but to the superior 
strength and skill of their antagonist What 
then, brethren, must be the disgrace of the 
Christian who fails of obtaining the pro- 
mised reward ? He will have nothing but 
his ovra negligence and folly to censure, if 
he falls short of success. To every one 
who fights manfully the good fight of faith, 
the crown will assuredly be awarded ; and 
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therefore they who are rejected, will suffer a 
defeat that must cover them with the bit- 
terest degradation. 

" Therefore," saith thf apostle, " I keep 
under my body, and bring it into subjection, 
lest that by any means, when I have preached 
to others, I myself should be a cast away," 
or (as the original word might be more fa- 
miliarly rendered) rgected. If St. Paul, 
the great apostle of the Gentiles, the firm, 
the fearless, and the bold maintainer of the 
Christian faith, the powerful and eloquent 
preacher of the gospel — if he dreaded the 
possibility of yielding to temptations which 
might deprive him of his reward, what cause 
have not tre. Christian brethren, to fear this 
great disgrace ? M;e who are beset with all 
the temptations of the world, the flesh, and 
the devil? — who meet with obstacles at every 
step, and are surrounded by allurements on 
every side, to draw us from our course ? 

Yet, hard as the task may be, and toil- 
some the journey, we have an arm to sup- 
port and uphold us, we have a light to guide 
and direct us, by which, if we are not want- 
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ing to ourselves, our labours must be brought 
to a happy issue. There is the good provi- 
dence of God holding its shield over us — 
there is the omnipotent grace of the Holy 
Spirit to strengthen and enlighten us, so 
that we may neither faint nor stumble in 
the way. 

Let us then be assured, that the prize is 
certainly our own through the merits of Jesus 
Christ ; and let this hope cheer and support 
us in the race. So that " having fought the 
good fight, having finished our course, having 
kept the faith," we may receive from ** the 
Lord the righteous Judge, the crown of 
righteousness" which is laid up for us; 
*^ and not for us only, but for all who love 
his appearing." ^ 

6 2 Tim. iv. 7, 8. 
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1 Thessalonians iv. 13. 



But I would not have you to be ignorant, 
brethren^ concerning them which are asleep, 
that ye sorrow not, even as others which 
have no hope. 

It is a feature peculiar to the didactic parts 
of the sacred writings, that with one prin- 
cipal object in view, they are so contrived as 
to answer several subordinate though highly 
important ends. Thus, in the first epistle 
to the Thessalonians, the chief design of the 
apostle appears to have been, to furnish them 
with a series of arguments tending to establish 
the divine origin of the gospel, and prove 
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the fact of its being a revelation sent imme- 
diately from God': and the last of these ar- 
guments, being drawn from the resurrection 
of Jesus from the dead, (thereby proving him 
to be the Son of God, and affording an assu- 
rance to all who believe in him of their own 
resurrection through him,) St. Paul takes 
occasion to correct some erroneous opinions 
which his converts had entertained upon that 
subject, and to instruct them in the true 
means of moderating their sorrow for the 
departed. He exhorts them^ therefore, not 
to indulge in that excessive grief which was 
conspicuous among the heathen, who had no 
certain hope of a future state, no expecta- 
tion of again meeting with their departed 
friends ; but to make their faith in the 
resurrection of Christ the groundwork of 
their consolation. " For if we believe 
that Jesus died and rose again, even so them 
also which sleep in Jesus will God bring 
with him. For this we say unto you by the 
word of the Lord, that we which are alive and 
remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not 
prevent them which are asleep." " Where- 
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fore," he concludes, "comfort one another 
with these words." 

Of the existence of the soul after the dis- 
solution of the body, scarcely any doubt was 
ever entertained among those who believe in 
a Grod: the ancient heathens, both poets 
and philosophers, admitted and inculcated 
it ; the untutored savage learns it from the 
mere light of nature ; and the Christian is 
instructed in it by the words of revelation. 
This, however, regards only the soul; of 
the resurrection of the body mankind knew 
little or nothing, until Jesus Christ brought 
life and immortality to light : for although 
very plainly alluded to in several parts of 
the Old Testament, yet the Jews in general 
had but very imperfect ideas concerning it, 
and the Sadducees denied it altogether. 
But, in the gospel, it is so plainly and po- 
sitively declared, and Christ, by his own 
resurrection, has given such a certain pledge 
that he will raise up his faithful servants 
also, at the last day, that the point is now 
too universally admitted among all who pro- 
fess the faith of Christ, to render any par- 
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ticular arguments necessary upon the sub- 
ject. 

In the text, however, the apostle appears 
very pointedly to allude (as I shall have 
occasion to show more particularly here- 
after) to the fact of recognition between 
departed friends in a future state. And this 
is a doctrine so full of comfort under the 
most trying of all visitations, that there are 
few who do not eagerly embrace it, cling to 
it, and cherish the fond hope which it affords. 
But since, as in most other things, there ex- 
ists considerable diversity of opinion upon 
the subject, and objections have even been 
raised against the fact, I shall endeavour, 
in the two following discourses, first, to 
answer the principal of those objections ; 
and, secondly, to state the grounds which 
both reason and revelation afford, in support 
of the doctrine. 

I. The first objection I shall notice is this. 
It is said that, in a future state, the affec- 
tions of the righteous will be so entirely 
centred in God, that all earthly ties will 
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necessarily be excluded ; that even the recol- 
lection of those ties will be lost, because 
the soul will be totally absorbed in the ful- 
ness of that love and adoration it will then 
be constantly employed in paying to him. 

In reply to this, it may be observed — 
that the future existence will be nothing 
more than the perfection of the present ; 
that we shall be the same spirits, only puri- 
fied and refined from all the dross they have 
contracted by their connexion with our 
corruptible bodies ; that we shall even pos- 
sess our bodies again, but purged from all 
their grosser particles, and so changed, as 
to be like the glorious body of Christ. Now, 
in our present state, the love of God and of 
. our neighbour, are so intimately connected, 
that the one (as we are assured by St. John*) 
cannot exist without the other; therefore, 
since these affections are so closely blended 
here, there is no reason why the same con- 
nexion should not exist in a future state. 
It is true that we now see God in a glass 
darkly ; but then we shall see him face to 

> 1 John iv. 20. 
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face: now we behold only bis reflected 
image, we know him and love him in and 
for his works ; but then we shall be made 
acquainted with the full brightness of his 
glory : yet we are not to "imagine, that the 
happiness of heaven," to use the words of 
Archbishop Tillotson,^ " consists in a perpe- 
tual gazing upon God, and an idle contem- 
plation of the glories of that place ;" neither 
is there any reason why all our loveliest and 
best afiections in this world, are to be can- 
celled by our superior love and adoration 
of God in the next. Our love of God, in the 
present state, is commanded to be paramount^ 
but not exclusive of other affections ; and the 
Scriptures give us no reason to suppose that 
it will be otherwise hereafter. Our love of 
God will then be more intense, more pure, 
more disinterested, and more perfect; but 
why should not our other afiections undergo 
an equal improvement? — why should it be 
supposed that all recollection of those very 
amiable qualities, for which we are to be re- 
warded, through Christ, shall then pass 

2 Sermon on a Heavenly Conversation. 



SERMON III. 47 

away ; and that when the Redeemer, from bis 
judgment*seat, shall have pointed out to us 
the very objects we have befriended, those 
objects should in a moment fade from our 
remembrance, and be lost in the full tide of 
glory into which we shall be received ? Be- 
sides, the change which is to take place in 
our bodies, is clearly represented as being 
antecedent to the judgment — " the trumpet 
shall sound, and the dead shall be raised in- 
corruptible, and we shall be changed:"^ 
therefore, we are to rise from the dead in our 
altered state; and if we are to recognize our 
friends (as I shall presently show that we 
must do) before the tribunal of Christ, there 
is no reason to suppose that we shall not re- 
cognize them, after we are received up into 
glory — for the Scriptures nowhere authorize 
the idea of any subsequent change taking 
place in our persons. 

But God has said, by the mouth of the 
prophet, " Behold, I create new heavens and 
a new earth : and the former shall not be 
remembered, nor come into mind ;'** and this 

* 1 Cor. XV. 52. * Isaiah Ixv. 17. 
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has been insisted upon, as showing that, in a 
future state, the things of this world shall 
entirely pass from our recollection. Now 
the words here spoken are, in a great measure, 
figurative, and will therefore allow of con- 
siderable latitude of interpretation. The 
" new heavens and the new earth" undoubt* 
edly represent the state of glory prepared for 
the righteous ; but the remainder of the pro- 
phecy means no more than that " the glory 
of the new heavens and the new earth" (I 
use the words of Bishop Lowth) " shall so 
far surpass the happiest days that ever were 
seen in former times, that they shall not de- 
serve to be mentioned, there being no com- 
parison between them."* This, then, does 
not at all imply that we are totally to forget 
our former life, or become as creatures who 
had never enjoyed any previous state of ex- 
istence ; so far from it, the very circumstance 
that our future happiness or misery is to be 
determined by our present life, seems fully 
to prove that we are to retain a consciousness 
and recollection of what has happened to us 
in this world. 

^ Commentary in loc. ciu 
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II. The next objection is this, that if we re- 
cognize our virtuous friends in another world, 
we shall also miss many whom we have 
loved upon earth, but who have failed of ob- 
taining the reward of the righteous ; and this 
will necessarily create a flaw in that happi- 
ness which we are assured shall be perfect. 
The question then in this, as well as in the 
former case, will be, whether a total act of ob- 
livion is to pass over our minds, and not only 
every thing we have done, but every person 
we have known in this world, is to be obli- 
terated from our recollection. For it would 
be absurd to separate the two — if we remem- 
ber the acts we have done, we must also re- 
member the persons we have known ; our 
acts having generally relation to others as 
well as to ourselves. Observe then, how 
directly the doctrine laid down in scrip- 
ture, is opposed to such a position as this. 
In the day of judgment, we are to give an 
account of the deeds done in the flesh ; and 
more than this, of every idle word that we 
have spoken ; nay, the very thoughts of our 
hearts are to be laid open in that day ; and 

D 
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hence it is clear that we must rise from the 
dead with a full recollection of all that 
we have done while on earth : even 
things which have now entirely passed from 
our memories must be recalled; and, al- 
though we cannot now tell how often we 
offend, and numbers of our misdeeds are 
altogether unknown to us ; yet, in that day 
all our secret thoughts will not only be re- 
called to our own minds, but exposed before 
men and angels : we shall stand face to &ce 
with all with whom we have held ipter- 
eourse while upon earth ; Christ himself will 
-point them out to us, and award our 3eiir 
tence according as we have befriended or 
injured them. ^ At the judgment, then, we 
must recogni:^ them ; and since, as I have 
already stated, there is no authority for be- 
lieving that any change will take pl^e 
either in our souls and bodies subsequent to 
the judgment, it follows that we shall also 
recognize them in that state, into which we 
shall be received when our final dooni is 
passed 

' Matt XKV. 31 et seq. 
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The feet is, that they who make this ob- 
jection, forget that a change will take place 
in our souls as well as in our bodies : that is, 
they will be freed from all those weaknesses 
by which they are encumbered in this mortal 
state ; and as they will partake of that ab- 
horrence of every thing sinful which must 
mark the character of celestial beings, our 
feelings for the wicked, however we may 
have loved them here, will necessarily be 
altered. As we shall then be made to know 
even as we are known of God, so shall We 
also love as we are beloved of God ; and 
become so far partakers of his pure nature, 
that it will be impossible for us to retain any 
affection for those who have been workers of 
iniquity, whatever connexion we may have 
had with them in this world* 

It is not improbable that the wicked with 
whom we have associated here, may entirely 
pass from our remembrance ; for if any ob* 
livion is to take place in our minds, it must 
be either total or partial : that it will not be 
totals it has been already attempted to prove : 
but if it be partial, /where aire we to draw 
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the line between the consciousness which 
will be retained, and that which will be lost? 
As the scriptures afford us no certain guide 
upon this point, the only probable one which 
we are able to assign, appears to be that 
unfathomable gulf which separates heaven 
from hell. And this supposition is further 
strengthened by the assertion made by the 
apostle, that '' the dead in Christ shall rise 
first :" * is it not therefore probable, that they 
may have passed away into glory before the 
sinners and unbelievers are summoned to 
their doom ; and not be permitted to witness 
the sentence by which the latter will be 
banished into " everlasting fire prepared for 
the devil and his angels ?" 

However this be, of one thing we may be 
assured ; that no thought of the wicked will 
be permitted to disturb the repose of the 
righteous in those realms of perfect happi- 
ness, although that happiness may be en- 
hanced by a renewed intercourse with one 
another. In their own place, the wicked 
will not improbably be allowed to be the 

« 1 Thess. iv. 16. 
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instrumeDts of mutual torment ; but as we 
are assured that they shall ^' cease from 
troubling"^ the righteous, we cannot sup- 
pose that any reminiscence of them will be 
suffered to interrupt the everlasting felicity 
X)f the saints. 

IIL It is said further, that there is no direct 
authority in the holy Scriptures for believing 
the fact upon which I am now insisting. 
Yet the same may be said of many other 
things, which we nevertheless feel ourselves 
bound to believe. It is perhaps true that no 
direct assertion of the mutual recognition of 
the righteous in a future state, is made in 
scripture: but the inferences to be drawn 
from the general expressions of the sacred 
writers, are such, that not only / would noty 
but I will venture to assert that / dare not, 
disbelieve it. Of this, however, I forbear 
to speak at the present time, as I shall take 
into consideration those passages of holy 
writ which appear to speak to the point, in 
^be following discourse. 

IV. But the objectors to this doctrine are not 

5 Job iii. 17. 
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content with asserting that the Scriptures do 
not authorize it ; they go further, and say that 
they speak plainly against it : yet the only pas- 
sage (besides the prophecy of Isaiah already 
considered) which they can bring at all to bear 
upon the point, is the reply of our Sayiour 
to theSadducees, whose question involved the 
case of a wife who had successively marritd 
seven husbands. ^ Now the question thus 
put, was a mere captious objection raised 
by the Sadducees against the resurrection 
itself. This fact was positively denied by 
that sect, who even disputed the existetice of 
angels, or any other spirit besides God. Man 
they conceived to be the creature of a day ; and 
imagined that when this life was ended, he 
perished like the beasts of the field, both 
body and soul being involved in utter annihi^ 
lation. In order then to perplex our Lord, they 
put to him a question concerning a woman; 
who, in compliance with the LfCvitical laW,* 
had successively married seven brethren; 
and asked him whose wife of the seven she 
should be in the resurrection? Our Lord, 

* Mark xii. 18. * Dent, xxv. 6. 
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io reply) reproves their ignorance and gross- 
ness of conception : "Ye do err/* said he» 
" not knowmg the scriptures ; for, in the re- 
surrection, they neither marry nor are given 
in marriage, neither can they die any more, 
but are equal unto the angels." Now we 
are to recollect, that the purposes of mar- 
riage are two*fold : the one being intended, 
by a legal ordinance, to supply the waste 
occasioned in the human species by death ; 
the other entirely of a spiritual nature, for 
the mutual solace, help, and comfort of one 
another. As far then as regards the former 
purpose, matrimony cannot exist in a future 
state ; for, among immortal beings, there can 
be no occasion for any institution intended 
to preserve a succession of the species ; as 
our Lord seems to imply by the words, 
" neither can they die any more :" and to 
this he undoubtedly refers in his answer to 
the Sadducees. But this a£fords no reason 
why the spiritual intercourse of married per- 
sons should not exist . after death ; nor why 
a woman may not maintain that intercourse 
with a plurality of husbands, or a man 
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with a plurality of wires; especially when 
we reflect, that those jealousies and envyings 
which now form one of the chief objectioDS 
against polygamy, will no longer exist among 
spirits freed from all the passions and weak- 
nesses of human nature. When they meet 
in heaven, thev will meet as dear and valued 
friends ; and hold that sweet counsel toge- 
ther, which is even now the fruit of that 
union which subsists between kindred spi« 
rits, allied in virtue and in love, but 
wholly unconnected by the ties of nature and 
of blood. Indeed, our Saviour seems to 
have foreseen the probability of the miscon- 
ception of this text, and to have provided 
against it by the remark, that ^^ they are 
equal unto the angels." Now, if the righte- 
ous are not to recognize one another in the 
kingdom of heaven, either they are not equal 
to the angels, or we must suppose that there 
is no mutual intercourse between those hea- 
venly beings. And are we to believe that 
the angels, the ministers who wait before the 
throne of God, who are sent upon his mes- 
sages to earth, and have appeared to men in a 
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human form ; who rejoice together over the 
repentance of the sinner, and sang in divine 
concert hymns of joy and praise at the biith 
of Christ ; who are distributed into different 
ranks and orders, are distinguished by dif- 
ferent names, and have distinct offices as- 
signed to them ; — are we, I say, justified in 
the belief, that these glorious beings are ig- 
norant of, and hold no communion with one 
another ? Surely neither reason nor the lan- 
guage of scripture hold out any authority 
for such a supposition. The archangel 
Michael, when he contended with Satan for 
the body of Moses, evidently knew who his 
antagonist was ; ^ and if the good angels 
have this knowledge of the bad, certainly 
they may much more reasonably be sup- 
posed to know one another. If then the 
righteous are, as our Saviour declares them 
to be, " equal to the angels," they must have 
the same knowledge, and possess the same 
faculty of mutual recognition with them« 

It may, however, be further said, that not 
only marriage, but every other social tie 

« Jude 9. 
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was ordained for the solace and support of 
man in this vale of tears and sorrow: and 
therefore, in a future state, where neither 
grief nor pain, nor any other evil can assail 
him, such solace will be needless, and its 
source will be consequently dried dp. But 
let us pause one moment, and reflect, wh^ 
and for what purpose, marriage, the first and 
holiest of all social ties, was ordained. Not 
after the fall of man — ^not to soothe him in his 
state of misery and degradation ; but while he 
enjoyed the sweets of a conscience undis* 
turbed by guilt, and a mind unruffled by 
fear or any other passion. Woman was not 
created to cheer bim in the hour of affliction, 
to smooth the pillow of his bed of sickness, 
or to dissipate the gloom of approaching dis- 
solution ;— she was sent to share the happi- 
ness, and enhance the pleasures, of his state 
of innocence ; to cull for him the roses of 
Eden, and deck his bower of bliss with 
flowers of richer fragrance and livelier hue- 
And are we then to suppose, that those pure 
joys which formed the delight of our first 
parents in Paradise, are to be excluded from 
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the kingdom of heaveo ? Trae, the glories 
of that kingdom are represented as being far 
superior to those of the first paradise ; even 
as much as the second Adam, who purchased 
the one, is superior to the first Adam, who 
forfeited the other. But I see not why this 
implies any thing more than a consummation 
of those joys, which were then great, but 
not complete ; nor why, since our knowledge 
is certainly to be made perfect, our love, toO; 
is not to undergo the same improvement ;— ^ 
why, when we are standing before the throne 
of God, surrounded by all we have been 
commanded to love upon earth, we are then 
to be forbidden^ not only to love, but even 
to notice or acknowledge them. 

I have thus endeavoured to answer the 
leading objections to this doctrine ; and I 
shall now proceed, as I proposed, to consider 
the grounds which both reason and revela- 
tion afibrd, for believing that we shall recog- 
nize one another in a future state. The 
remainder of the present discourse I shall 
devote to a few brief observations upon the 
general reasonableness of the doctrine; the 
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scripture proofs, requiring a wider field, I 
shall reserve for the next. 

Very little argument can be deduced, from 
natural reason, in favour of a doctrine which 
rests almost entirely upon the fact of the 
resurrection of the body ; we must therefore 
derive our principal inferences from the de- 
clarations of scripture. Still there is some- 
what in the hope of meeting again, so conso- 
nant with the feelings of the human heart, 
that nature herself seems to assert the truth 
as positively, as she does the immortality of 
the soul. And it is not a little remarkable, 
that tlie wisest and best of the heathen, 
although entirely ignorant of the possibility 
of the body returning to life, yet believed 
and inculcated the doctrine, that, after death, 
the immaterial soul would be beheld and 
recognized by those with whom it had held 
intercourse in the present life: supposing 
that, although an unsubstantial shadow, it still 
retained the features and appearance of the 
body it had inhabited. And the poor savage, 
uninstructed save by nature, cheers himself 
amidst the chains of slavery, and beneath the 
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lash of his oppressor, with the fond hope 
that death will restore him to his country, 
his kindred, and his native home. Whence, 
then, this universal consent, if there be not 
some secret instinct in the human breast, 
which bids us regard the separation from 
our friends by death, as one of a temporary 
nature only ? There are few among you, 
Christian brethren, (none, perhaps, who have 
passed more than half the journey usually 
allotted to man,) who have not once and 
again experienced the dreadful pang that 
accompanies the loss of dear and valued 
friends. You have seen the tomb close over 
their remains ; and, as time has gone on, 
the first tears of agony have subsided into a 
fond and tender recollection. What, then, 
are your present feelings when thinking 
of those friends ? Do you think of them as 
lost to you for ever ? — for lost for ever they 
are if you are not to recognize them again ; — 
or do you feel as if they were still in exist- 
ence, waiting for you in a far distant country, 
where you are destined soon, very soon, per- 
haps, to rejoin them ? 
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And since this hope is both innocent and 
natiml, why should we not indulge it ? Why, 
since it certainly is not forbidden in scripture, 
nay we not be aUowed to cherish an expec* 
tation, whidi can have no other end, than to 
quicken our exertions in the pursuit of ever- 
lasting happiness? Is it reasonable to sup- 
pose, that at our deaths we are to pass into 
a state of existence wholly unconnected with, 
and bearing no trace or remembrance of the 
present ? Is it reasonable to believe, that 
mau, who was so framed as to be incapable 
of happiness, even while in paradise, with- 
out a help meet for him, is to be so changed 
hereafter, as to become an insulated being, in 
the midst of myriads of blessed spirits, who, 
as well as himself, have once been inhabit* 
ants of the earth ? 

On the other hand, since we are to resu^ie 
the same bodies — changed, indeed, but still 
identically the same — (for were it otherwise, 
were we to have different bodies, if would not 
be a resurrection^ but a new creationj) is it not 
reasonable to presume, that our bodies will 
retain the same features — more bright, more 
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beautiful^ more intelligent — but still the same; 
and that those features shall be capable of 
being* recognized by our friends ? Is it not 
highly reasonable to suppose, that as the 
happiness of a future state will consist, not 
only in the full fruition of the Deity, but also 
in possessing souls purified from weakness 
and infirmity, from ignorance and error, and 
freed from all that liability to prejudice and 
misconception, which too often internipt the 
'friendships, and disturb the happiness, even 
of the best among us ; our intercourse with 
our friends will be renewed in a perfect 
manner,, and form a part of the bliss we a^e 
destined to enjoy in heaven ? Is it not a 
glorious hope, that as we shall then be 
greater than Solomon in wisdom, and equal 
to the angels in mercy and love, those facul- 
ties will have fiiU scope to exercise them- 
selves, in the knowledge and enjoyment of 
our feIlow*saints ? If it be otherwise, why 
are we taught to believe in the Communion 
of Saints, when there is to be no such com- 
munion among them in heaven ? — why are 
the bread which we. breaks and the cup which 
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we bless, in the holy eucharist, called the 
communion of the body and blood of Christ,'' if 
that communion and holy fellowship which 
we enter into at our baptism, and renew 
every time we partake of the holy elements, 
are to cease and be dissolved at our deaths ? 
Why does the church command us to join 
with angels and archangels in praising the 
name of God, and encourage us to believe 
that we are to unite with the blessed chorus 
of saints and the spirits of just men made 
perfect, if we are to be ignorant of the thou- 
sands v^rho are performing the same services, 
and engaged in the same offices of love and 
adoration as ourselves? But I am partly 
anticipating what I have reserved for my 
next discourse ; I shall therefore conclude 
with the repeated assertion, that every feel- 
ing of the human heart, every dictate of 
human reason, whispers the assured and 
comfortable hope, that in parting from those 
who have died in the true faith of Jesus 
Christ, we may look, with joyful confidence, 
to a reunion that shall never again be broken. 

7 1 Cor. X. 16. 
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1 Thessalonians iv. 13. 



But I would not have you to be ignorant, 
brethren, concerning them which are 
asleep; that ye sorrow not even as others 
which have no hope. 

In my former discourse upon this text, I 
endeavoured to answer the principal objec- 
tions that have been made against the be- 
lief that we shall meet and recognize our 
righteous friends in a future state ; and said 
a few words in order to show the consis- 
tency of such a belief with natural reason. 
I now proceed, as I proposed, to examine 
those passages of scripture which appear to 
authorize it, since this must be considered as 
its chief support. 
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And first let us take a more particular view 
of the text. In the beginning of the dis- 
course, I alluded to the objects which the 
apostle appears to have endeavoured to 
effect by writing these words ; and I must 
beg you to remark, that the end of the pas- 
sage is simply and generally consolation / — 
consolation, not to the dying saint or ex- 
piring penitent, but to the friends who " are 
alive and remain" after his departure. Now 
let us observe the general tenor of the words ; 
" I would not have you to be ignorant, bre- 
thren, concerning them which are asleep, 
that ye sorrow not even as others which have 
no hope ; for if we believe that Jesus died 
and rose again, even them also which sleep 
in Jesus shall God bring with him. Where- 
fore comfort one another with theee wprds/' 
The apostle does not, then, here forbid his 
converts to sorrow for the dead ; such sor- 
row, when properly regulated, he well knew 
to be consistent with the laws of nature, 
and not contrary to the dictates of re- 
ligion. But it is that extravagance of 
grief, which is the necessary consequence of 
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the want of a certain hope of the resurrection 
to eternal life, which he here censures. He 
therefore enjoins them not to lament after 
the manner of those, who, being ignorant 
concerning the condition of their departed 
friends, allow their sorrow to assume the 
character of gloomy despondency : for the 
Christian, he says, there is a hope, which 
can mitigate the acutest throes of grief, 
and cast a ray of sunshine upon the darkest 
hours of affliction. What then is that hope ? 
The apostle tells us — " those which sleep 
in Jesus shall God bring with him" — 
which is confirmed by the glorious cer- 
tainty of the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
himself; and I do not see how we are to in- 
terpret that hope, or derive that consolation 
from it which the apostle directs the Thessa- 
lonians to impart to one another, unless we 
believe in a general recognition of persons, 
and re-union of hearts, between those who 
have lived and conversed in holy affection 
upon earth — who have walked together in 
the house of God as friends, and died in a 
lively faith in his mercies through Christ. 
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The certainty of rising to a glorious eter- 
nity, and the full assurance of pardon 
through the merits of a crucified Redeemer, 
is undoubtedly a source of entire comfort to 
the departing Christian himself : but to as- 
suage the grief of the friends who surround 
his dying bed, and minister to his latest 
moments ; or are following his cold remains 
to the tomb, some further consolation is 
wanting, some hope that, while they know 
him to be freed from worldly pain, and gone 
to a haven of everlasting bliss, they them- 
selves are not for ever bereaved of his so- 
ciety ; but that those very cold remain3 
which have been consigned to the earth, 
will again be warm with life, and that his 
future bliss and glory will be witnessed and 
shared by those from whom he is now se- 
parated. " God,*' the apostle assures them, 
" will bring him again with him :" and where 
shall he bring him again ? Where but to 
the arms of those who are lamenting his de- 
parture ? For what consolation could be 
derived from our friends thus coming again 
with the Lord, if they are to come in a form 



SERMON IV. 69 

unknown to us, and we are therefore to be, 
in reality, totally ignorant of their appear- 
ance? How shall we receive confirmatioti 
of the truth of the words of the apostle con- 
cerning their return, if we are to remain in 
a state of darkness far more gross and ob- 
scure than that in which we are now en- 
veloped ? 

But the text is not a single passage ; it is 
borne out by many others, and, indeed, I 
might say, by the general tenor of the sacred 
writings. In the nineteenth verse of the 
second chapter of the same epistle, the apos- 
tle exclaims, " For what is our hope, or joy, 
or crown of rejoicing ? Are not even ye in 
the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at his 
coming ?" Now it may be asked, how could 
St. Paul use such language as this, if he 
had not had a certain expectation of seeing 
and knowing his Thessalonian converts 
again at the coming of our Lord ? If it be 
said, that he speaks here merely of the re- 
ward which he hoped to receive hereafter 
for his labours among the heathen, we may 
refer to the observation which follows : 
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*' For ye are our glory and joy :" 9n obser- 
vation, which is interpreted by the best com- 
mentators and paraphrasts, as alluding to 
the time present : whence we are to presume 
that he speaks of his converts as being his 
'^ crown of rejoicing at the coming of the 
Lord/' in the same manner, and under the 
same circumstances, as they were his ** glory 
and joy" at the time of his writing. 

And again, in another place/ the same 
apostle writes, ^'knowing that he which 
raised up the Lord Jesus, shall raise ua up 
also by Jesus, and present us with you ;" — a 
passage which evidently implies a re^union 
between himself and his disciples. And the 
same is expressed in even more direct terms 
to the Colossians. "Whom we preach, 
warning every man, and teaching every nxan 
in all wisdom, that we may present every 
man perfect in Christ Jesus." ^ I cannot do 
better here, than quote the words of Arch- 
deacon Paley in discoursing upon this text 
" By this," says he, " I understand St. Paul 
to express his hope and prayer, that at the 

t 2 Cor. iv. 14. » C6L i. 28. 
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general judgment of the world, he might 
present to Christ the fruits of his ministry, 
the converts whom he made to his faith and 
religion. And if this be rightly interpreted, 
then it affords the manifest and necessary 
inference, that the saints, in a future life, 
will meet and be known to one another : for 
how, without knowing again his converts in 
their new and glorious state, could St. Paul 
<le8ire or expect to present them at the last 
day ?" And again, in another part of the 
same discourse, *^ For a specific text, I 
know none which speaks more positively 
than this which I have shown. St. Paul, 
you see, expected that he should know 
and be knowq to those bis converts ; that 
their relation should subsist and be retained 
•between them; and with this hope, he la* 
boured and endeavoured, instantly and in* 
cessantly, that he might be able at last to 
present them, and to present them perfect in 
Christ Jesus. Now what St. Paul appeared 
to look for as to the general continuance, or 
rather revival of our knowledge of each other 
after death, every man who strives, like St. 
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Paul, to attain to the resurrection of the 
dead, may expect as well as he.** 

Such is the opinion of one, who is allowed, 
on all hands, to be no mean authority upon 
this, as well as every other theological ques- 
tion. And if, according to this plain inter- 
pretation of the passage, the apostles are to 
know and to present their converts in the 
day of the Lord ; may it not be reasonably in- 
quired if this privilege is exclusively theirs — 
or whether others may not be expected also 
to present those to whose salvation they have 
contributed by precept or example ? Shall 
not the parent present the children whom he 
has brought up in the nurture and admoni- 
tion of the Lord ? The minister, the flock 
whom he has fed with the bread of life, and 
conducted through the intricate mazes of the 
steep and narrow path that leads to the king- 
dom of heaven? And it is wholly unne- 
cessary to point out the manifest absurdity 
of the supposition, that such a presentation 
could take place, without a mutual recog- 
nition of the parties. 

But further; the same apostle writes to 
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the Hebrews, " But ye are come unto mount 
Sion, and unto the city of the living God, 
the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumer- 
able company of angels, to the general as- 
sembly and church of the firstborn, which are 
written in heaven, and to God the Judge of all, 
and to the spirits of just men made perfect."* 
This passage, then, includes a declaration that 
the righteous are to join the glorious company 
of the heavenly host, enlarged and increased 
by the spirits of all those, who having obeyed 
the commands, and finished their course in 
the faith of Jesus Christ, have therefore ob- 
tained redemption through him, and taken 
possession of the kingdom prepared for them 
from the beginning of the world. And as this 
is what the church understands by the Com- 
munion of Saints, in which her members are 
required to express their belief, and I made 
some allusion to that article at the end of my 
former discourse, I shall here say a few more 
words upon that subject. 

All Christians are, in one sense, to be re- 
garded as belonging to the Communion of 

» Heb. xii. 22, 23, 
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Saints ; for, by baptiem, they are received 
into communion with God the Father, as his 
children ; with God the Son, as members of 
his. body, whom God hath "called unto 
the fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our 
Lord;"* and with God the Holy Ghost, "as 
being made to drink into one Spirit."^ 
And in this fellowship they remain so long 
as they steadily perform the will of God, 
and " present their bodies a living sacrifice, 
holy, and acceptable unto him;"^ are not 
" overcome of evil, but overcome evil with 
good,"' and persevere in " well doing with- 
out being weary." * 

But the Communion of Saints embraces a 
still wider field ; for it includes also all those 
pious and holy men, who, from the begin- 
ning of the world, had seen, with the eye 
of faith, the day of Christ approaching, 
and rejoiced in the happy prospect; who 
through faith " obtained a good report, — who 
died in faith, not having received the pro- 
mises, but having seen them afar off, and 

* I Cor. i. 9. * I Cor. xii. 13. 6 Rom. xii. 1. 
T Rom. xii. 21. s Gal. vi. 9. 
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were persuaded of them, and embraced 
thein."» 

The Communion of Saints then, finally, 
comprehends all who have departed in the 
true faith of Christ; who, together with 
those that ^'are alive and remain" in the 
same faith, shall *^ have their perfect con- 
summation and bliss, both in body and soul, 
in his eternal and everlasting glory." ^ 

Of this blessed community, all the righte- 
ous will be personally admitted as members 
hereafter ; they are to sit down with " Abra- 
ham, and Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of 
God :" * the patriarchs, the prophets, the 
apostles, the saints and the martyrs shall all 
receive and welcome them into their glori- 
ous fellowship. Hence it is clear that they 
will see and know the happy spirits of those 
just men, made perfect by the blood of 
Christ, and purified from the infirmities by 
which they were defiled upon earth : and if 
the righteous are thus to be made ac- 
quainted with the holy men of old, surely 

9 Heb. xi. 2—13. i Burial Service. 

« Luke xiii. 28, ^. 
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they must necessarily recognize those to 
whom they have been personally known in 
this world. 

The sense of the passage last cited, ap- 
pears then to be this ; that there shall be a 
general knowledge and communion among 
the saints in heaven : but this does not pre- 
clude particular and individual knowledge ; 
on the contrary, it rather implies it ; for we 
cannot suppose a general^ without a parti- 
cular knowledge. Another question, how- 
ever, arises here ; namely, whether in this 
general fellowship of holy love and har- 
mony, we shall distinguish, by a superior de- 
gree of affection, those with whom we have 
been united by the ties of kindred or friend- 
ship upon earth : and I am free to confess, 
that it is a question which I would not pre- 
sume to answer ; nor do I consider it as one 
of importance to the point I am endeavouring 
to establish. All that I aim at, is the fact 
of recognition ; our love for our friends will 
doubtless be then far holier, far purer, and 
far stronger, than it now is or can be : but 
whether that affection is to be equally dis- 
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tributed among the whole community of 
saints, is a point which we have no means of 
determining ; and an attempt to investigate 
it would be prying, with an eye of too 
presuinptuous curiosity, into mysteries which 
are wisely hidden from us. Let us be satis- 
fied with this ; we may be assured that our 
feelings and desires will be so spiritualized 
and refined, that whatever degree of general 
affection we may be destined to bestow upon 
that vast assemblage of blessed spirits, there 
is no reason why it should derogate from the 
joy ^nd satisfaction which will mark our re- 
union with our friends. 

The fact of which we are discoursing, is 
also thought by most persons to be strongly 
attested by the parable of the rich man and 
Lazarus i while others object to this evidence 
as being, like most of our Lord's parables, 
allegorical and fictitious. We ought, how- 
ever, to make a careful distinction between 
those parables which are purely allegorical, 
and those which, although fictitious as to 
persons, may, nevertheless, be supposed to 
afibrd a true picture of wh0t our Lord in- 
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tended to describe. Some diTines indeed 
have Tentnred to conjecture, that, in the 
case before ns, the characters were in all 
probability real : ' bnt this is a matter of 
no great importance: whether the <diarac<- 
ters were real or not, it is certain that onr 
Saviour intended to give a description of the 
cmnparative states of the righteous and the 
wicked after death, which we cannot sup- 
pose to be otherwise than t^rrect. The ex- 
pression of '' Abraham's bosom," is clearly 
figurative : our Lord having adopted a mode 
of speaking in conunon use among the Jews, 
to signify the future state of the blessed ; 
but in other respects, why are we to con- 
sider this as any thing but a true picture of 
the punishment of those who neglect the 
important duty of relieving the distresses of 
their fellow creatures ? 

But the whole of the New Testament 
proves the fact of recognition. The apostles 
are ^^ to sit upon twelve thrones, judging the 
twelve tribes of Israel."* Together with 

^ See Archbishop Tillotson s Sermon on this paraUe^ 

« Matt. xix. 28. 
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their heavenly Master, they shall be ac- 
knowledged with shame and discomfiture by 
the enemies, who rejected both him and 
them ; and in thus sharing his final triumph 
over his enemies and the gospel's, it is clear 
that^th^e must be a general recognition of 
persons. 

^ The doctrine is also supported by many 
passages in the Old Testament The fre- 
quent expression of the patriarchs being 
gathered to their people, I forbear to insist 
upon, (although it seems strongly to favour 
it,) because, in the opinion of one of our 
ablest commentators,^ it is capable of a 
double interpretation :— " The expression," 
says he, "does not relate to the body of 
Abraham, which was not buried with his 
fathers; and therefore must relate to his 
soul, which is supposed by this still to live 
in that place where his pious forefathers 
were gone. Or else it is a Hebrew idiom, 
signifying no more but that he left this world, 
as all his fathers had done before him." 
The celebrated exclamation of Job, "I 

5 Bp. Patrick. 
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know that my redeemer liveth, and that he 
shall stand at the latter day upon the earth : 
and though after my skin worms destroy 
this body, yet in my flesh shall I see God : 
whom [ shall see for myself and mine eyes 
shall behold, and not another,"^ although 
it refers entirely to the resurrection of the 
body, is nevertheless highly valuable in 
the present discussion, as bearing out the 
fact of personal identity. But the most 
striking and important passage of all, is the 
observation of David upon the death of the 
child which was born to him of the wife of 
Uriah — " I shall go to him, but he shall not 
return to me."' Upon which passage a late 
learned preacher,^ has remarked, that "it is 
capable of two very opposite interpretations. 

Lit may signify, ' My son is gone everlastingly 
to mingle with the dust, which must be my 
fate too ;' or, ' My son is gone to another 
world, and there I again shall meet him." 
According to the first interpretation, the re- 
flection is the language of despair; admitt* 
6 Job xix. 25—27. r 2 Sam. sii. 23 

B Dr. Sliepherd, Archdeacon of Bedford, 
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in the latter sense, of consolation. The con- 
text will, beyond a doubt, evince which is 
the proper signification/' Let us then ex- 
amine the context. David, being condemned 
for his sin, to lose the child which had been 
the fruit of it, casts himself upon the 
ground, during the whole of his illness, re- 
fusing food, or sleep, or any other comfort ; 
but no sooner is he informed that the child 
is dead, than he rises up from the earth, 
washes himself, goes into the house of the 
Lord, and returning home, partakes of the 
nourishment from which he had so long re- 
frained. Here is no symptom of despair. 
But to proceed : his servants, wondering at 
the apparent inconsistency of his conduct, 
inquire the- reason of it ; and what is his 
answer ? " While the child was yet alive," 
said he, " I fasted and wept : for I said. Who 
can tell whether the Lord will be gracious 
to me, that the child may live ? But now 
he is dead, wherefore should I fast ? can 
I bring him back again? I shall go to 
him, but he shall not return to me." Here 
is clearly a feeling of religious consolation — 

£ 5 
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his child is gone ; he has passed the awful 
bourne of mortality, whence there is no re- 
turn : but there is at least this comfort under 
so trying a separation, that he shall himself 
one day pass that bourne, and then be again 
united to him. " The implication of the 
passage, therefore," continues the divine be- 
fore quoted, " is unquestionably consolatory ; 
and the retlectioD is indeed matter of the 
greatest consolation that in such a state of 
affliction can be administered:"— and again, 
at the conclusion of his discourse ; — "Accord- 
ing to the exposition of the passage already 
offered, it clearly signifies, that he should 
meet his son, recognize him, and enjoy his 
society. Else where was the consolation 
implied ? If he were never to know him 
after their separation in this world, know 
him as a relation, a near and dear connexion, 
that son was for ever lost to bira. It is, in- 
deed, a degree of consolation to know that 
our friends, when they depart this life, are 
happy in the next : but it is not a consolation 
equal to that of going to them, meeting them, 
seeing them happy, participating with them in 
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that happiness*, and enjoying that society; and 
nothing* less than this, the reflection of David 
seems to imply/' 

Such are the principal evidences, drawn 
from the words of the sacred writers, of the 
probability of recognizing our friends in a 
future state. But much presumptive evi- 
dence may also be deduced in corroboration 
of the former, from some facts recorded in 
holy writ, which seem, as it were, to afford 
us a glimpse of the world beyond the grave : 
I mean the supernatural return *of departed 
spirits, who, for wise and important purposes, 
have been permitted to revisit the earth, and 
have been recognized by those to whom they 
were known before their deaths. 

The first of these appearances was that of 
Samuel to Saul.^ The prophet having been 
long dead, and God refusing to vouchsafe 
any communication, either by vision or pro- 
phecy, to Saul, he resolved to have recourse 
to witchcraft, in order to learn the issue of 
his conflict with the Philistines. He accord- 
ingly applied to a woman, supposed to have 

9 1 Sam. xxviii. 3^ et seq. 
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dealings with the powers of darkness, to 
raise up for him the spirit of Samuel. The 
intention of the woman probably was, to 
delude him by some vain phantasm, trusting 
to the effects of credulity and terror, to make 
her employer believe that it was really the 
apparition of the person whom he desired to 
behold. But God caused the result to be 
contrary to her expectation, and sent the 
real spirit of the prophet to denounce the 
sentence of death against the disobedient 
monarch and his sons. Now here the disem- 
bodied spirit must have been made to assume 
the resemblance of its mortal frame, and as 
such was recognized both by Saul and the 
sorceress. 

Again, at the time of the crucifixion of 
our Saviour, " the graves were opened, and 
many bodies of the saints arose, and came 
out of the graves after his resurrection, and 
went into the holy city, and appeared unto 
many."^ Here it is said that the bodies 
of the saints arose. Were these, then, their 
glorified or their corruptible bodies? The 

A Matt, xxvii. 62, 53. 
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former would seem the most probable, the 
latter having long since mouldered into dust ; 
and it can scarcely be supposed that their 
scattered particles would have been restored 
for so brief a space, only to be turned again 
to corruption. It is clear, too, that they 
must have been recognized by those to whom 
they appeared, or what end could have been 
answered by their appearance ? And if the 
filmy eyes of mortals, which see now but 
through a glass darkly, were permitted to 
behold and recognize the departed saints who 
were thus sent to revisit them, is it not much 
more probable, that when our knowledge is 
made perfect, we shall also recognize those 
with whom we have been acquainted in this 
world ? 

Of a similar nature to the foregoing facts, 
was the transfiguration of our Lord. In this 
case, Jesus himself; as well as Moses and 
Elijah, certainly appeared in their glorified 
bodies. And there is something very re- 
markable respecting the appearance of these 
two persons on this occasion. Elijah never 
died ; therefore his body could not have 
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known corruption, but must have be^ 
changed at the moment of his translation 
into heaven : the disposal of that of Moses 
is involved in mystery ; that he died> we are 
certainly informed ; for he " died there in 
the land of Moab, according to the word of 
the Lord. And he buried him in a valley of 
the land of Moab, over against Beth-peor : 
but no man knoweth of his sepulchre unto 
this day."" Now all these three persons 
were recognized by the apostles who wit- 
nessed the event ; Jesus, from personal 
knowledge; Moses and Elijah, necessarily, 
by inspiration : but it is clear that the glo- 
rified bodies, as well of our Saviour as of the 
two persons who afforded the most remark- 
able types of him in the Old Testament, 
were capable of being recognized at this 
time— and why not hereafter also ? 

Having thus concluded the evidences, 
both direct and indirect, which reason as 
well as revelation afford for the belief of this 
doctrine, 1 shall now. Christian brethren, 
conclude with making a few practical reflec- 
2 Deut. ssxiv.5, 6. 
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tioDS upon the improyement we may derive 
from it. 

It is evident how much our present hap« 
piness must be affected by the joyful expec- 
tation of ineeting our friends hereafter in a 
state of eternal existence, freed from weak- 
ness and error, from infirmity and pain ; and 
by the glorious hope of being introduced 
to that vast assemblage of holy persons, 
whose characters we have studied with ad- 
miration, and longed to imitate. One of the 
greatest comforts amidst the evils of this 
present life, is derived from the pleasures of 
kindred, of friendship, and, above all, of con- 
nubial love : but these joys are liable to in- 
terruption ; and certain, in the course of time, 
to be terminated by death. Is not, then, 
the hope of their renewal in a better world a 
m^ans of lessening the bitterness of the grief 
which we feel at their loss ? While, indeed, 
we dwell upon this blessed expectation, our 
griefs must vanish as the summer cloud, 
which shades the brightness of the sunbeams 
for a moment, but is dissipated by the sweet 
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breath of heaven, leaving the glorious sky in 
unobscured serenity. 

But let us further consider the vast im- 
portance of the influence which these hopes 
and these expectations are likely to have 
upon our lives and actions. Compassed 
about as we are by infirmity, while we dwell 
in this frail tabernacle of the flesh, it is im- 
possible that our minds can be so wholly 
disinterested, as not, in our obedience to our 
Creator, to be in some degree biassed by the 
hope of reward; and it is for this reason 
that he has propounded the joys of heaven 
as the recompence of our services. And is 
it not a most powerful stimulus to perse- 
verance in the straight line of duty, that we 
have the blessed prospect of arriving at a 
happy and everlasting reunion with our de- 
parted friends ? Is it not an eflectual re- 
straint upon our passions and evil propen- 
sities to know that the indulgence of them 
will be a certain bar to that reunion ? — that 
it will cause us to see them sitting down 
with the glorious company of saints in the 
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kingdom of God, while we ourselves are cast 
into outer darkness, where there shall be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth ? 

We shall learn too, from a proper con- 
sideration of this doctrine, to form a true 
comparison between this world and the next, 
and to appreciate justly the value of each. 
This life we shall regard only as the begin- 
ning of our existence — ^the infancy, as it were, 
of our being; but as an infancy which re- 
quires a proper nurture and training, in order 
to prepare the soul for the more perfect state 
which it is to enjoy hereafter. We shall 
know, by these reflections, that the consum- 
mation of all things is to be looked for in 
another world ; that our joys and our affec- 
tions, which are here but imperfect, will 
there attain the fulness of their completion ; 
that the virtues, as well of ourselves as of 
those we love, of which we now so often 
lament the defects, will then shine out with 
an untarnished lustre, when " our righteous- 
ness shall be brought forth as the light, and 
our judgment as the noonday." * 

3 Ps. xxxvii. 6. 
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Rmlhr, vjr faicdiiei^ we skall kam to fix 
oar adectims move tmnesdj and more stea- 
dflr upoo the tkmgs which are above ;. to 
think kes oi the perishable goods of this 
world, and cleaTe only to those Tirtuoos and 
hc^T fisdings and desires whidi. we may hope 
to hare renewed in a more perfect state of 
ben^: we shall keep our hands steadily 
npon die plough, withoat casting back one 
lingering look upon the idle pleasures of the 
world; so that, when ^the Lord himself 
shall descend from heaven with a dioot, and 
with the voice of the archangel, and with 
the tromp of Grod,** we, with the rest of his 
saints, with all we have loved and held dear 
upon earth, '' shall be caught up in the 
clouds tc^ther to meet the Lord in the air : 
and so shall we ever be with the Lord/'^ 

♦ I Thess. lY. 16, 17. 
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And his sonants came near, and spake unto 
him, and said. My father, if the prophet 
had bid thee do some great thing, wouldest 
thou not have done it ? How much rather 
then, when he saith to thee. Wash, and be 
clean ? 

There is scarcely any part of the Old 
Testament, which does not bear a marked 
reference to the Christian dispensation ; and 
none, perhaps, more perceptibly so than the 
history of the cure performed by the prophet 
Elisha upon Naaman the Syrian. My ob- 
ject, therefore, in the following discourse, 
will be, to direct your attention to the mode 
of relief prescribed by the prophet, and the 



92 SERMON V. 

salutary eflfects produced by Naaman's ulti- 
mate obedience : considering the former as a 
type of the Christian sacraments ; and the 
latter, of the benefits which we receive by 
partaking of them with repentance, faith, 
and charity. In order to effect this, I shall, 
as briefly as possible, give the outline of the 
history. 

Naaman, a Syrian nobleman, afflicted with 
leprosy, a disease of the most inveterate and 
loathsome character, comes to the prophet 
Elisha, seeking relief. He comes with the 
full expectation, that the prophet would re- 
ceive him with the courtesy and respect 
which were due to his rank, and by some 
signal and even ostentatious display of super- 
natural power, at once relieve him from his 
distemper. 

But God, who had fore-ordained that this 
man should afford a lasting and eminent 
proof of his power and mercy, chose to ap- 
point a method of healing him very different 
from that which he had pictured to himself. 
The prophet, without even paying him the 
compliment of a personal reception, sends 
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him a message by his servant, commanding 
him to go and wash seven times in the river 
Jordan, assuring him, at the same time, that 
his obedience would be followed by instant 
relief. 

But the haughty Syrian, enraged at being 
brought so long a journey merely to wash in 
a small river of Palestine, when the same 
might have been done in the larger and no- 
bler streamis of his own country, and offended 
by the apparent want of respect displayed 
by the prophet, turns away, refusing to fol- 
low his advice. Simple as the remedy pre- 
scribed appears to be, its very simplicity is 
an aggravation of the offence. " Behold, I 
thought," said he, " He will surely come out 
to me, and stand, and call on the name of the 
Lord his God, and strike his hand over the 
place, and recover the leper. Are not Abana 
and Pharpar, rivers of Damascus, better than 
all the waters of Israel ? may I not wash in 
them, and be clean ? — so he turned, and went 
away in a rage." Any work of apparent 
difficulty or danger he would have per- 
formed ; any sum of money, even, perhaps, 
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to the full value of his possessions, lie wouli) 
have given — but his pride will not suffer him 
to attempt the easy experiment of plunging 
seven times in the river Jordan. 

Yet, though of a warm and passionate, 
Naaman does not appear to have been of 
an obstinate temper. His servants, per- 
ceiving that his reason was for the moment 
clouded by the excess of his anger, ventured 
respectfully to remonstrate with him in the 
words of my text. " My father, if the pro- 
phet bad bid thee do some great thing, 
wouldest thou not have done it ? How much 
rather then, when he saith to thee. Wash, and 
be clean?" The address was respectful and 
affectionate — the argument sound and unan- 
swerable ; and the result was such, as pru- 
dent remonstrance will generally produce 
upon a rational mind. His wrath was 
calmed ; and convinced by the wise reason- 
ing of his servants, " he went down, and 
dipped himself seven times in Jordan, 
according to the saying of the man of 
God : and his flesh came again like unto the 
flesh of a little child, and he was clean." 
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Would to God, brethren, that all who call 
themselves Christians, were as amenable to 
reason, as this Syrian ! Christ asks but 
little of us ; his commands are not grievous 
— " his yoke is easy, and his burden light ;'* 
yet how few obey the one — how many cast 
aside the other, and take in its stead, the 
galling and oppressive yoke which the cares, 
and even the honours and pleasures, of the 
world impose upon them ! — But let us pro- 
ceed to the application of the subject. 

Christ has ordained two sacraments, of 
which he requires all his followers to par- 
take. These arie of the simplest nature ; the 
one — the being washed with water, 'Mn the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost ;" — the other, the eating of bread, 
and drinking of wine, as commemorative 
emblems of his body which was broken, and 
his blood which was shed, for our redemption. 
The performance of these duties is surely no 
matter of difficulty. One thing more, how- 
ever, is enjoined : we must resolve to forsake 
our sins, to sacrifice all our evil propensities 
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and desires, and to lead a new, a pure, and 
a godly course of life. 

Now let us see how the case stands. 
There was no healing virtue in the waters of 
Jordan; else had all the lepers (and there 
were many in the land of Israel at that time) 
found a speedy remedy for their disease ; but 
'^ none of them was cleansed, saving Naaman 
the Syrian." ^ By what means, then, was 
his cure eflfected ? — for if Jordan possessed 
no peculiar and healing virtue, his own ar- 
gument was rational, and either Abana or 
Pharpar would have answered as well. It 
is clear that the cure was miraculously per- 
formed by the almighty power of God, the 
washing in Jordan being commanded simply 
as a test of his faith in that power. In a 
spiritual sense, nothing can be effected with- 
out faith ; " Believe ye that I am able to do 
this?"* was the question put by our Lord to 
those who sought relief at his hands : even 
the omnipotence of his arm was never ex- 
erted where there was not a su£5cient mea- 

1 Luke iv. 27. « Matt. ix. 28. 
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sure of faith in the persons who made the 
application to him. 

It is just the same with regard to the 
Christian sacraments. Neither the water of 
baptism, nor the bread and wine of the holy 
eucharist, have any peculiar virtue inherent 
in them ; no, not even after they have been 
solemnly consecrated and dedicated by the 
priest. Yet Christ has ordained that they 
shall be the means of life and salvation to all 
who worthily partake of them, and shall con- 
vey to them that grace by which the leprosy 
of their souls is healed. It is clear, then, 
that they must work by faith in producing 
spiritual benefits, as the waters of Jordan did 
in relieving the distemper of Naaman. 

I do not now enter upon the sacrament of 
baptism, because my present object is not to 
argue with those who dissent from the church, 
but to persuade those who are its members ; 
and it is not very often that this sacrament 
is neglected, though sometimes very culpably 
delayed. But with regard to the other sa- 
crament, I would beseech you, brethren, to 
reflect, and reflect seriously, upon the con- 

F 
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dition in which we stand. We are all la- 
bouring under a lamentable disease, which 
it is in the power of Christ alone to heal. 
Of the existence of this disease in his soel, 
every one must be conscious ; it may be 
that it varies in different constitutions — that 
in some it is more inveterate, more deeply 
rooted, than in others : still every human 
being bears the taint about him, for there is 
no soul which has not sinned, and does not 
stand in need of the great spiritual Physician. 
With this consciousness, then, you would 
come to Christ to be healed of your distem- 
per — ^many of you would bring rich offerings 
and gifts, and would give them all to be 
restored to health. But Christ will not 
accept of such sacrifices as these ; he invites 
you to come to him — he graciously calls upon 
all *^who labour and are heavy laden, to 
seek rest unto their souls" from him. Yet 
this relief will be afforded only upon his own 
terms; he will not suffer you to make the 
conditions : his sacrifice is a troubled and a 
contrite spirit; in this temper you must come 
to him, and offer to him an humbled and 
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obedient heart. With his dying breath, at 
the very moment when he was about to be 
offered up as an atonement for the sins of 
the whole world, he appointed the visible 
medicine from which our souls are to derive 
health and strength, and commanded us to 
partake of the elements which he ordained 
as the representative emblems of his body 
and blood. Come then, eat and drink of 
them, and you shall be clean ; for without 
" eating of his flesh, and drinking of his 
blood,'' he has himself assured you, that "ye 
have no life in you." ' 

Alas, my brethren ! how many are there 
who turn away from this injunction, even as 
the Syrian turned, and would have gone 
away with his disease still rankling in his 
veins, but for the wise remonstrance of his 
servants ! And may we not say to you, in 
the same words, " if the Lord had bid you 
do some great thing, would ye not have done 
it ? how much rather, then, when he saith, 
eat, and drink, and be clean !" The act, in- 
deed, is so simple, obedience to the injunc- 

« John vL 53, 
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tion is so easy, that the neglect of it, it is to 
be feared, can imply nothing less than want 
of faith in its efficacy, as well as in him who 
commanded it. You may say that you can 
repent, and lead just and upright lives — nay, 
you will assert, perhaps, that there are num- 
bers who do so, without ever approaching 
the Lord's table. But I will say, that nei- 
ther repentance, nor a just and upright life, 
will have any efficacy at all unto salvation 
without faith : " the just shall live by 
faith^^ * says the apostle ; again — " by grace 
are ye saved, through faith ; and that not of 
yourselves, it is the gift of God."* Then, 
if salvation is the gift — the free gift of God, 
do you suppose that he will give it to those 
who refuse to comply with the conditions 
which he has been pleased to appoint ? Most 
assuredly not — he will not give it, because 
their very refusal argues their want of faith. 
The gift is free^ because it is conferred by 
the free grace and undeserved mercy of God : 
and this freedom is by no means affected by 
a condition being annexed. Wherever a 
♦ Heb. X. 38. « Eph. ii. 8. 
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voluntary favour is granted, it is the no less 
voluntary on the part of the giver, if he re- 
quires something in return from the receiver, 
which may testify his sense of the value of 
the gift. Now the offer of salvation on God's 
part came unasked for and undeserved on 
the part of man : and the freedom of the 
grace is by no means lessened, because he 
requires of us that we should manifest our 
sense of the value of so inestimable a gift, by 
faith and obedience. In order, then, to enable 
us to express and to prove our faith, Christ 
instituted the holy sacraments ; and ordained 
that while they should be the means by 
which we outwardly signify our grateful ac- 
ceptance of the grace freely offered by God ; 
they should also be the means (if worthily 
received with a due measure of faith and re- 
pentance) by which that grace is conveyed to 
our souls. We may despise them, as Naaman 
despised the waters of Israel ; but as he 
could only find health by washing in them ; 
so neither will the leprosy of our souls be 
healed by the Spirit of God, nor their eternal 
salvation effected by the blood of Jesus, un- 
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less we gratefully comply with the terms 
which he has appointed. 

Let us now proceed to consider the 
salutary effects of Naaman's ultimate obe- 
dience, as a type of the benefits which are 
derived to the Christian who is a worthy 
participator in the holy sacrament 

It is evident that Naaman would have re- 
turned home in the same deplorable and dis- 
eased condition in which he came, had he 
persisted in disobeying the commands of the 
prophet. It is equally clear that his cure 
was the work of heaven, the effect of a su- 
pernatural power. Now let us observe, from 
his example, how mercifully the Almighty 
deals with those who call upon him with 
faith and stedfastly purposed obedience. 
Naaman sought but one favour, and that a 
temporal blessing : a spiritual one is granted 
also — his leprosy is healed, and he is himself 
converted to the faith and worship of the 
true Jehovah. The disease and infirmity of 
his body being removed, the light of heaven 
breaks upon his soul, the darkness of siu and 
idolatry is dispelled, and he stands reito- 
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vated and regenerate, the child and ser- 
vant of the living God. 

Remark, then, how faith is sure to increase 
from small beginnings, till, by the grace of 
God, it works entire conversion and newness 
of life in those who entertain and encourage 
it. Naaman's faith, even when he first con* 
sented to bathe in the river Jordan, was, 
perhaps, but a feeble spark ; probably he 
went into the water with considerable 
doubts as to the success of the experiment : 
still he had the wisdom to persevere till the 
appointed seven times were accomplished, 
and thus reaped the fruits of his obedience. 
Then he knew and felt assured that '^ there 
was a God in Israel" — a God who had the 
power to help in time of need, and bring his 
servants out of trouble when they call upon 
him. Doubtless he had prayed fervently 
and earnestly to his own gods; he had 
bowed down in the house of Rimmon and 
implored his aid ; but no help, no relief had 
come. He calls upon the God of Israel — he 
proves his trust in him by obedience to the 
command of his prophet — behold I the 
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leper is cleansed, and the heathen is con- 
verted. Brethren, let us compare his con- 
duct with our own. How many of us call 
incessantly upon God for mercies and de- 
liverances ; yet as soon as they are granted, 
forget the hand from which they flow, and 
even go backward in faith and holiness. 
Not so the converted Syrian — the faith which 
wanted confirmation, was at once established 
and perfected in him^ by the act of mercy 
which restored him to health. He instantly 
returned back to the man of God, that he 
might give glory to the power which had 
befriended him. " Behold," said he, " now 
I know that there is no God in all the earth, 
but in Israel." Here then was not only an 
internal principle of faith, but an open and 
manly avowal of it to the prophet, in the 
presence of all his servants and attendants : 
and not only does he thus publicly proclaim 
his faith in God, but declares his intention 
of serving him, and him only, in future: 
" thy servant will henceforth offer neither 
burnt-offering nor sacrifice unto other gods, 
but unto the Lord." 
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Here is an example worthy of the 
imitation of every Christian. How small 
was the benefit conferred upon Naaman in 
the healing of his bodily disease, compared 
with that which Christ confers upon us in 
tbe healing of our souls ! I have, in the 
former part of my discourse, addressed my- 
self to those who neglect the ordinance of 
their Redeemer, and thereby endanger their 
hopes of receiving help at his hands. Let 
us now, my brethren, who do visibly and 
outwardly partake of the holy rite, and pay 
a seeming obedience to the commands of 
Jesus, look into our hearts, and examine if 
the effect produced is such as it ought to be. 
Here every man must judge himself, if he 
would avoid being judged of the Lord : of 
others we can only judge by their outward 
conduct ; but we can read our own hearts, 
and by the help of God's enlightening grace, 
discover their true condition. 

Have we then so partaken of the blessed 
emblems of Christ's body and blood, that 
we have each time become stronger in faith, 
purer in heart and mind, and more active in 

F 5 
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virtue and holiness ? Have we gradually 
removed further fpom sin, and drawn nearer 
to God? If we have, then we may comfort 
ourselves with the blessed assurance, that 
our otfering has been accepted, that the grace 
of the Holy Spirit has entered into us with 
the sacred elements, and is daily leading us 
onward along the heavenward path, which 
ends in everlasting life. And doubt not, 
Christian brethren, that these effects will be 
produced in all who, " truly and earnestly 
repenting of their sins, being in love and 
charity with their neighbours, intending to 
lead a new life, to follow the commandments 
of God, and walk from henceforth in his 
holy ways, draw near with faith, and take 
that holy sacrament to their comfort." 

Let, then, that one grand point on which I 
have been insisting throughout the present 
discourse, be ever borne in mind — that the 
efficacy of the sacraments must depend upon 
the important principle of faith: faith, not 
merely in the existence of God, but in the 
promises which he has revealed to us ; in 
the merits and atonement of Jesus Christ ; 
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and in the sanctification and assistance of 
the Holy Spirit. Faith^ thus entertained, 
win assuredly work repentance and newness 
o£ life ; the constant repetition of devotional 
acts will cause our righteousness to '^ shine 
more and more unto the perfect day/' ^ until 
our conversion from sin is complete; and 
although we may never be quite free from 
error till released from the trammels of this 
mortal flesh ; yet looking with caution to 
our steps, and leaning confidently upon that 
almighty arm which is stretched forth to 
uphold us, we shall be in little danger of 
sustaining any serious downfall. 

I said the repetition of devotional acts, 
because here the history of Naaman applies 
with considerable force. He was not com- 
manded to wash once only in Jordan, but 
^even times; some improvement in his dis- 
ease being probably experienced at each ab- 
lution, until the cure was perfected. So 
with ourselves, it is from a steady persever- 
ance in piety and well-doing, that we can 
alone expect a regular and progressive im- 

6 Prov. iv. 18. 
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provement in our spiritual condition. Prayer 
— not the mere oiflFering of the lips, but the 
devotion of the whole inward man, the sacri- 
fice of the heart and spirit — must be constant 
and unceasing : our thoughts must be so dis- 
ciplined as to be at all times ready to turn 
themselves to him, who is our guide, our 
comforter, and our friend. Thus will new 
graces flow daily in upon our souls; the 
light of the revealed word will wax brighter 
and stronger within us ; our love of God 
will become more fervent, and our charity 
to mankind more affectionate and disinter- 
ested. 

And is not this, brethren, a condition most 
desirable to attain ? Look at a man who is 
under the dominion of sin, the slave of his 
passions — the worshipper of the world — 
reckless of God, and devoid of religious im- 
pressions : here you behold the idolatrous 
Syrian in the worst stage of his leprosy ; ap- 
parently without hope, dragging on an exist- 
ence of misery and disease, and wholly un«- 
conscious of the power of the great Physician 
who alone is able to relieve him. But the 
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eye of mercy beams upon him — a ray of 
light from the Father of spirits darts into 
his soul — he hears a still small voice, that 
whispers, " Come now unto me, and thou 
shah know that there is a God in Israel — 
that there is a Redeemer omnipotent to heal 
and to save.*' Obedient to the heavenly 
voice, he comes to Christ : he looks into 
his word, he makes it his study and his 
guide, and at length he is reinstated in the 
favour of God — " he is washed, he is sancti- 
fied, he is justified in the name ^f the Lord 
Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God." ^ Thus 
restored, by repentance and faith, to the con- 
dition in which he was placed by baptism, 
but from which he had lapsed by transgres- 
sion, he maintains a constant intercourse with 
God by means of the holy communion of the 
body and blood of Christ, imbibing continu- 
ally fresh supplies of grace, and increasing in 
spiritual vigour to the very end of his course. 
Is not this then a condition most truly to be 
desired by all of us? Assuredly it is — as 
much as life is better than death — as hope 

7 1 Cor. vi. 1. 
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is preferable to despair — as peace and tran- 
quillity of soul are more enviable than trou- 
ble and anguish of spirit. 

Search diligently then into your hearts, 
brethren, and mark well if the leprous spot 
of sin is upon them. If it is, come at once 
to ^^ him that is able to do exceeding abun- 
dantly above all that we can ask or think,"® 
who even " in his anger forgetteth not to be 
gracious, nor shutteth up his tender mercies 
in displeasure;"^ come to him with a full 
sense of his mercy and goodness — with a 
strong resolution to obey his commands, to 
love him with all your hearts, with all your 
souls, and with all your strength ; to believe 
in him with a true and saving faith ; and 
to cleave to him all the days of your present 
life, so that in the life to come you may 
enter into the full fruition of that bliss which 
is reserved for all, whose sins have been 
washed away by the blood of the Lamb. 

8 Eph. iii. 20. 9 Ps. Ixxvii. 9. 
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Genesis iii. 19. 

For dust thou art^ and unto dust shalt thou 

return. 

The text forms a part of that peculiar sen- 
tence which was passed upon Adam after his 
act of disobedience. Each of the sinners, 
as they stood arraigned, together with their 
seducer, before the tribunal of the Most 
High, received a particular condemnation. 
The serpent was first cursed, and shown that 
the time should come, when the offspring of 
the very being whom his arts had plunged 
into guilt and destruction, should triumph 
over his power, and utterly annihilate the 
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empire he had thus established Upon earth. 
Upon the woman was laid the heavy pains 
of childbirth — " in sorrow shalt thou bring 
forth children" — and upon the man, the pe- 
nalty of procuring his food " in the sweat of 
his face" until he returned to the ground ; 
**for out of it,'' said the righteous Judge, 
*^wast thou taken; for dust thou art, and 
unto dust shalt thou return/' The sentence 
of death, however, though addressed to 
Adam, included Eve and her posterity as well 
as himself: they had both been warned, 
when first placed in the garden, that upon 
disobeying the command which had for- 
bidden them to eat of the tree of knowledge 
of good and evil, ** they should surely die ;*' * 
and the menace was accordingly fulfilled; 
" in their trespass that they had trespassed, 
and in their sin that they had sinned, in them 
must they die." And shall we say that " the 
way of the Lord was not equal in this V * 
Shall we arraign his justice, and complain 
that it bore too hard upon the ofienders? 
By no means ; let us consider the transac- 

1 Gen. ii. 17 s iii. 3. « Ezek. xviii. 24, 25. 
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tion impartially, and we shall find, that the 
fulness of the divine mercy formed an ample 
counterpoise to the severity of his justice. 

There are two points in the text, brethren, 
to which I am desirous of directing your 
attention. 

1st. The nature of man by creation, — " dust 
thou art;" and 

2dly. The punishment awarded to his dis- 
obedience — "and unto dust shalt thou re- 
turn." 

I. First, then, let us consider the nature 
of man by creation ; " dust thou art." The 
history of his first formation was this : " And 
the Lord God formed man out of the dust of 
the ground, and breathed into his nostrils 
the breath of life, and man became a living 
soul." ' Hence we perceive that his corpo- 
real frame was composed of perishable mate- 
rials, unable, in their own nature, to resist 
the influence of decay : for a body formed 
out of the dust of the ground could not be 
supposed to contain in itself the principles 
of immortality ; and it was by obedience 

•' Gen ii. 7. 
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alone that he had the power to ward oflF the 
arm of death. Bishop Taylor has beauti- 
fully said, " Whatsoever had a beginning, can 
also have an ending ; and shall die, unless 
watered with the streams flowing from the 
fountain of life, and refreshed with the dew 
of heaven, and the wells of God : and there- 
fore God had provided a tree in paradise to 
have supported Adam in his artificial immor- 
tality : immortality was not in his nature, 
but in the bands and arts, in the favour and 
superadditions of God. Man was always the 
same mixture of heat and cold, of dryness 
and moisture ; ever the same weak thing, 
apt to feel rebellion in the humours, and to 
suffer the evils of a civil war in his body na- 
tural : and therefore health and life were to 
descend upon him from heaven, and he was 
to suck life from a tree on earth ; himself 
being but engrafted into a tree of life, and 
adopted into the condition of an immortal 
nature."* 

God, then, had not created man an immor- 
tal being, as far at least as his body was con- 

* Funeral Sermon on the Countess of Carbery. 
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cerned ; even before the fall, he was but 
dust, and it was only by partaking of the 
tree of life, that his existence was preserved ; 
as appears very evident from the precautions 
which were taken after the fall, to prevent 
his again eating of the fruit of it. ^^ And 
the Lord God said, Behold the man is become 
as one of us, to know good and evil : and 
now lest he put forth his hand, and take also of 
the tree of life, and eat, and live for ever : there- 
fore the Lord God sent him forth from the gar- 
den of Eden. — And he placed at the east of the 
garden of Eden Cherubims, and a flaming 
sword which turned every way, to keep the way 
of the tree of life." ^ From which we are led 
to conclude, that there was a peculiar virtue 
in the fruit of the tree of life, which, even 
after his act of disobedience, would have pre- 
served in Adam the principle of vitality, had 
he been permitted to continue to eat of it. 

Thus man was, by creation, a pure, inno- 
cent, and holy being, sent forth out of the 
hands of his Creator a model of perfection : 
in this state he was capable only of unalloyed 

5 Gen. iii. 22, 24. 
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happiness, unassailable by grief, or pain, or 
sickness ; but, above all, he was formed after 
the image of the Most High, and the breath 
of life was breathed into his nostrils, by which 
he became possessed of a living soul : although 
his body was formed out of the dust of the 
ground, yet, even in that perishable frame, 
there was caused to reside an immortal spirit, 
emanating from the eternal essence of Grod 
himself: and thus, as long as that soul re- 
mained uncontaminated by sin, it retained 
the image of God in full unclouded bright- 
ness, and its own immortality was imparted 
to the body, by means of the vital influences 
of the tree of life. A splendid type of those 
still more vital influences which are daily 
and hourly flowing from the fountain of grace 
into the soul of the true Christian, who par- 
takes with humble gratitude of the bread of 
life, and the cup of salvation ; striving to 
make a sincere and willing obedience the 
fruit of a lively and saving faith. 

What would have beenthe ultimate des- 
tiny of Adam, had he resisted the tenipter, 
and continued perfect in his obedience, we 
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are not informed : and it is both presumptu- 
ous and bootless to conjecture, as some 
have done, whether he would have remained 
for ever an inhabitant of paradise ; or whe- 
ther, after a season, he would have been re- 
moved to a brighter sphere, his body having 
undergone a change, similar to that which 
we are assured the power of Christ will 
effect upon his servants. Such speculations 
are vain and unprofitable; we can derive 
no good from knowing what might have 
been ; but much from what actually did take 
place. 

11. Let us now turn to the second point 
of instruction to be derived from the text ; 
namely, the punishment awarded to man's 
transgression ; " And unto dust shalt thou 
return." Sin had triumphed over obedience, 
and death claimed his due of the wretched 
and fallen creatures. In vain they pleaded, 
the man that the woman had given him of 
the fruit ; the woman, that the serpent had 
beguiled her ; their pleadings were but an 
aggravation of their offence. Adam, indeed, 
seemed, by implication, presumptuously to 



118 SERMON VI. 

throw the blame of his disobedience upon 
God himself — " the woman whom thou 
gavest to be with me, she gave me of the 
tree and I did eat ;'' insinuating that the 
very act of mercy which had provided a help ' 
meet for him, had purposely given him a 
tempter to betray him into sin. And is not 
this too often the case with ourselves, bre- 
thren ? Are we not all of us ready to find 
an excuse for our faults, by imputing the 
cause of them to others ? Nay more, do not 
some of us impiously murmur at Providence 
for placing temptations in our way, when the 
mischief arises entirely from our own way- 
ward and perverse inclinations? Eternal 
and unerring justice, however, could not ad- 
mit the plea ; " the soul that sinneth, it shall 
die," ^ saith the Lord ; and the irrevocable 
sentence went forth — " Unto dust shalt thou 
return.*' Now banished from their abode of 
bliss, and cut off from the tree of life ; the flam- 
ing sword presenting its fiery point on every 
side to prevent their return, the miserable pair 
went forth, wanderers upon the face of the 

^ Ezek. xviii. 4. 
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earth, where thorns and briers now sprung up 
beneath those feet, which had hitherto trod- 
den only upon flowers : and man too truly 
learned that the earth was cursed for his 
sake ; that his bread must be eaten in the 
sweat of his face ; that he must water his 
hard-earned meal with the tears of anguish 
and remorse ; that he must dig, with sor- 
row and vexation of spirit, the earth out of 
which he was formed, looking forward to the 
time when he must again return to its cold 
bosom, and mingle his ashes with his parent 
dust. And well had it been for the unhappy 
culprit, if this had been the worst evil he 
had to endure ; well, had he neturned to the 
dust, without witnessing the consequences of 
his guilt, visited upon his own offspring. 
In sin were his children conceived, in sorrow 
were they brought forth, and their arrival at 
manhood served but to mark the power 
which the enemy had now obtained in the 
world, and the too sad effects of the lament- 
able change which had taken place. Sin, in 
its most hideous form, manifested itself in 
the first-born; while the younger, sinking 
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beneath the murderous hand, of bis brother, 
yielded up his body the first fruits of the tri- 
umph of death. Too soon then were Adam 
and Eve doomed to behold the dust returned 
to the earth out of which it was formed, and 
to see the ghastly image of dissolution im- 
pressed upon the face of their own child — 
their youngest — perhaps their most tenderly 
beloved ! And who shall attempt to de- 
scribe the effect which this first sight of the 
mortal clay deprived of the animating influ- 
ence of the soul, must have had upon the 
miserable parents ? The living form is easily 
portrayed ; the speaking eye — the mantling 
cheek — the breathing lip — can all be faith- 
fully represented by the skilful pencil ; even 
the dull hard rock can start into fancied life 
under the able chisel of the sculptor. But 
who can paint, or who describe, the still cold 
face of death ? What but the awful reality 
itself can convey an adequate idea of that 
rio^id stern repose which pervades the form 
that once bounded with elastic vigour — that 
livid hue, thatchillingcalm which overspreads 
the features that once sparkled with intelli- 
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gence, or glowed, perhaps, in the full radi- 
ance of beauty ? Few of us have not beheld 
the awful spectacle; few have not gazed 
upon the pale inexpressive countenance, 
that once was lighted up with life and joy- 
upon the dim and rayless eyes, that once 
beamed love and tenderness upon ourselves : 
and if we, who have once and again viewed 
the melancholy sight, have always viewed 
it with feelings which can scarcely be re- 
called, even in distant recollection, without 
agony — what roust have been their sensation, 
who looked upon it for the first time that it 
ever was exhibited upon earth ?— -who saw in 
their own child the first victim of the ruthless 
power of death— murdered, too, by the hand 
of his brother, and that brother gone forth, 
under the heavy curse of God, an outcast in 
the world ? 

It is an awful and appalling subject ; the 
picture of death always chills the soul with 
horror : even the most dauntless cannot calmly 
think of it without dread ; even the most vir- 
tuous are saddened by the contemplation : 
yet there remains a subject far more awful, 

G 
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far more appalling for us to consider. Seeing 
tlie cold clay thus streldied before our eveSi 
we are naturally led to inqoire, wliere is now 
the immortal soul, that once gave life and 
vigour to the frame ? Whither has it wii^red 
its flight, and where is it now wanderins: 
amidst the vast regions of boundless q>ace? 
1b it become an inhabitant of another sphere, 
the tenant of one of those bright orbs which 
deck the expansive firmament; or does it 
still linger on the confines of this terrestrial 
world, and watch the mouldering tenement 
which it once inhabited ? My brethren, con- 
jecture is in vain ; but the Scriptures furnish 
an answer to the inquiry, which we may 
learn from the sublime words of the inspired 
Preacher—" Man goeth to his long home, 
and the mourners go about the streets: or 
<wcr the silver cord be loosed, or the golden 
bowl be broken, or the pitcher be broken at 
the fountain, or the wheel broken at the 
cistern. Then shall the dust return to the 
earth as it was : and the spirit shall return 
unto God who gave it." * The body, then, 

* Eccles. xii. 5, 6, 7. 
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being restored to the ground earth to earth, 

ashes to ashes, dust to dust— -the soul which 
cannot die, which was breathed with the 
breath of life into man's nostrils, " shall re- 
turn unto God who gave it :" and O, my 
Christian brethren ! if it be awful to con- 
template the sad change wrought by death 
in the mortal frame, how far more awful the 
thought, that the spirit must return to him 
who sent it forth, to give an account of the 
deeds done in the flesh ; to stand in his holy 
presence, polluted with sin, and bearing 
upon it the contamination of the corrupt 
tabernacle of flesh in which it has dwelt ; 
to be banished, perhaps for ever, from its 
divine Original ; to dwell in outer darkness, 
and writhe in company with demons and 
fallen angels, in the everlasting torments of 
hell ! Is there one of us, brethren, who 
would not tremble thus to present himself 
before that pure, and holy, and almighty 
Being, our Maker and our Judge, whose 
righteousness cannot even behold iniquity, 
whose justice must condemn the sinner ? Is 
there one, even the most perfect among us, 

G 2 
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who could abide the presence of such a 
Being, and " stand when he appeareth ?" Is 
there one so completely armed in innocence, 
that he can endure, without trembling, the 
thought that his spirit must return to God — 
to him who has noted down every action 
which the body has performed, and every 
word it has spoken, under the guiding influ- 
ence of the soul ; — nay more, who has 
marked all the secret workings of the soul 
itself; has searched its very inmost thoughts, 
and kept strict account of every unhallowed 
w ish it has indulged ? And if this be the 
case with the best and most innocent among 
us, " where shall the ungodly and the sinner 
appear ?" * How shall the soul, deep stained 
with guilt, disfigured by the impurities of 
intemperance and lust, spotted perhaps with 
blood, or branded with the taint of blas- 
phemy, dare to stand before its God ? Are 
not these contemplations, then, far more 
awful than the mere outward form of death ? 
Is not hell more terrible than the grave, and 
the eternal punishment of the soul more 

5 1 Pet iv. 18. 
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dreadful tban the dissolution of the body ? 
May such thoughts as these occupy our 
minds when the universal tyrant is doing bis 
work : and when the solemn tpnes of the bell 
of death tell of a soul gone to its everlasting 
account, .may we think of the condition of 
that soul, and not of the body, which is but 
returned to its native dust ! 

Such, then, were the miserable conse 
quences of the sin of Adam ;— the body 
turned to corruption — the soul summoned 
to appear before its righteous Judge, to re- 
ceive its due reward. Well, then, might 
the guilty being flee from the divine presence, 
and strive (though vainly) to hide himself 
from that all-penetrating eye, which had 
witnessed his guilt. Yet let not uSj Christian 
brethren, arraign our guilty parents, nor tax 
them with having ruined their posterity for 
the paltry gratification of a sinful desire. 
Alas, we are own destroyers! How many of 
us willingly sacrifice an eternity of happiness, 
for the indulgence of one evil passion? How 
many have plunged into the deepest abyss 
of guilt, when one moment's resistance would 
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have caused the tempter to flee from them ? 
Nay, how many are there, who court his so- 
licitations, and invite his allurements, making 
sin their god, and '^the lust of the flesh, 
and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of 
life," ^ the idols of their adoration. Let us 
not then blame, let us rather pity our fallen 
parents, and take warning by their transgres- 
sion, lest we also perish. 

Hitherto, however, brethren, we have been 
considering this subject as men ; as the de- 
graded and miserable beings which we are 
by nature and by birth : and it is well that 
we should think deeply and often upon the 
melancholy theme, that we may the better 
understand our true condition, and that our 
gratitude may be the warmer to the mighty 
hand which has delivered us out of it. * But 
there is another and a brighter view of the 
subject to be taken ; having considered it as 
meriy let us now consider it as Christians. 
True, man had sinned ; the arm of vengeance 
was uplifted, and ready to fall with its full 
weight upon the wretched culprit j but the 

« 1 John ii. 16. 
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everlasting Son of God interposed, and re- 
ceived the blow upon his own sacred person. 
His precious blood, flowing in a pure un- 
sullied stream over the destined victim, not 
only appeased the wrath of God, but washed 
at once the stain of guilt from the offender's 
soul. And was not this love, brethren — love 
in God, who spared not his only Son, but 
laid upon him the burden of our iniquities, 
and smote him for our transgressions — love 
in the blessed Lamb, who submitted to the 
will of his Father, and became the voluntary 
sacrifice for our sins ? 

Here, then, was a change, a blessed and a 
glorious change* No longer the children of 
corruption, but heirs of immortality, we need 
not now fear to present our souls before the 
lace of God, nor look on him as an inexorable 
Judge : but we may come to him, washed 
and purified and sanctified, and clad in the 
wedding garment of righteousness, claiming, 
through the merits of Jesus Christ, his love 
and compassion as children of a tender Father. 
True, Qur bodies must return to the dust ; 
but out of the ground they shall spring up 
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again to life, leaving behind them every 
particle of the earthly man which savours of 
corruption; the light ethereal frame, robed 
in immortality, and fashioned after the glo- 
rious body of Christ, shall again unite and 
be incorporate with the soul ; and partaking 
of its incorruptible nature, shall never again 
be separated from it. 

Weep not then, poor mourner ! that you 
have closed the eyes which once beamed 
affectionately on you — that the voice is now 
silent, which once poured music in your ears 
— that you have composed the pallid limbs, 
which once clung fondly in your embrace — 
that you have followed to the silent tomb 
the form which once leaned tenderly on your 
bosom. Those eyes shall beam again with a 
purer and a holier love — those limbs shall 
again glow, not with the uncertain health of 
mortal vigour, but with the unfading lustre 
of immortality — that form, which once walked 
upon earth, shall learn to ascend into the air 
to meet the Lord— that voice shall be heard 
again, harmonizing with the heavenly choir, 
and singing eternal hymns to him that sitteth 
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upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for 
ever. 

Surely then, brethren, if the former picture 
^e have drawn was awful and appalling, 
this latter is cheering and glorious. But in 
order to realize it, we must entertain a firm 
and stedfast faith in him by whom our re- 
demption was accomplished ; not a barren, 
unfruitful faith, but a deep-seated and a 
fertile principle— a faith that shall kindle in 
our hearts such love, such a holy, ardent, 
and influential affection towards God, as 
must produce a vigorous performance of his 
will, a determined perseverance in well doing. 
Have such a faith' as this, and grace shall 
not be wanting to supply your deficiencies, 
and confirm your strength ; to purify your 
souls, and sanctify your bodies. Have such 
a faith, and it shall be a shield to guard you 
against the fiery darts of the wicked one, and 
shall preserve you, though thousands fall at 
your side, and ten thousands at your right 
hand. Through such a faith, when the loud 
trumpet of the archangel shall break the 
leaden slumbers of the tomb, this mortal 

G 5 
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frame shall put on immortality, this cor- 
ruptible flesh shall put on incorruption. 
Then, indeed, ^^ shall be brought to pass the 
saying that is written, Death is swallowed 
up in victory. O Death where is thy sting ?" 
Christ has destroyed it by the power of the 
cross — "O grave where is thy victory?'* 
Christ has triumphed over it by rising from 
the dead, and becoming " the first fruits of 
them that slept " — and " thanks be to God 
which giveth us the victory through our Lord 
Jesus Christ."^ 

' 1 Cor. XV. 63—57. 
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LtJKE xxii. 42. 

Not my will, but thine be done. 

In considering the general application of the 
text, without referring to the particular occa- 
sion upon which the words were spoken, we 
shall find that it implies an opposition be- 
tween the will of man and that of God, and 
inculcates the duty of making the former 
subservient to the latter. 

Strange as it may seem, that the degrees 
of Omnipotence should meet with resistance 
from so feeble a being as man ; it is never- 
theless true, that, from the time when our 
first parents renounced their innocence, there 
has existed a perpetual contest between th^ 
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will of the Creator and that of the creature ; 
God^ on the one hand, striving to bring us 
into subjection to his pleasure, knowing that 
such subjection is certain to promote our 
happiness ; while we, on the other, oppose 
his benevolent design, by seeking that, which, 
in the blindness of our hearts, we imagine to 
be the most gratifying to our own inclina- 
tions. 

I propose to make the three points already 
stated the subject of the following discourse, 
considering 

I. The nature of the will of man. 

II. That of the will of God, as far as it 
concerns ourselves — for so far only can we be 
said to comprehend it. And 

III. The duty of making our own will sub- 
servient to that of God. 

I. The will of man, is that faculty of the 
soul, by which he has the power of choosing 
between good and evil, a faculty which was 
given to him at his first creation. He was, at 
that time, free to range among all the enjoy- 
ments which his abode of bliss afforded, and 
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to taste of the delicious fruits with which his 
Creator had planted the garden in which he 
was placed. " Of every tree of the garden 
thou mayest freely eat," ^ was the gracious 
permission accorded to him : as a subject 
and a creature, however, he was required to 
give a proof of his obedience to his Sovereign 
and Maker : " but of the tree of the know- 
ledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of 
it : for in the day that thou eatest thereof 
thou shalt surely die." ^ Such was the mild 
restraint put upon him as the test of his 
virtue ; being left free to choose whether he 
would continue to live in innocence and bliss, 
or whether, by disobeying the command, he 
would incur the penalty of misery and death 
in this world — of eternal misery and eternal 
death in the world to come. And, although 
the doctrine of Christian grace was not then 
revealed, there can be little doubt, that, had 
Adam been inclined to resist the tempter, 
every deficiency which might have been 
found in his own strength, would have been 
amply supplied by the gracious assistance of 
' Gen. ii. 16. « lb. ii. 17. 
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the Almighty. He yielded, however, to 
temptation, he ate of the forbidden fruit, 
and was made fully acquainted with the dis- 
tinction between good and evil ; he had ex- 
perienced all the sweets of virtue, he now 
learned to taste the bitter fruits of sin. 

With the knowledge of good and evil, thus 
unhappily obtained, the power of choosing 
between the two was still continued to man ; 
but with the comforting assurance that atone- 
ment would be made for his sins by the 
Son of God, and that su£Eicient grace would 
be afforded by the Spirit of God to enable 
him to resist temptation, and to conform to 
the divine will. As our adversary the devil 
is ever at hand to prompt us to evil, so is the 
Spirit of God about our path, and about all 
our ways, ever ready to suggest good 
thoughts to our hearts : and thus we pray, 
in the language of our Liturgy, that his 
grace may prevent, or go before, as well as 
follow us ; we acknowledge that it is from 
him ^^ all holy desires, all good counsels, 
and all just works do proceed," and that 
" without him we have no power to think, 
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or to do any thing that is good." But, as 
the perveirseness of our nature is too apt to 
incline to evil rather than good, we are 
therefore cautioned in the Scripture agamst 
" quenching the Spirit," ^ and " resisting the 
Holy Ghost ;"* we are commanded to " work 
out our own salvation with fear and trem- 
bling ;''^ assured that " God, which worketh 
in us both to will and to do,"^ will forward 
and succour us in the work, strengthening 
and confirming our will, and giving life, 
energy, and vigour to our exertions. 

But, independently of the illumination of 
the divine grace, which may be regarded as 
vouchsafed in a peculiar manner to those 
who profess the faith of Christ in spirit and 
in truth, God has endowed all men with a 
reasoning soul, which emanates'from his own 
eternal essence, and bears the stamp of that 
image in which man was first created. And 
there can be little doubt, that were the human 
reason allowed the unfettered exercise of its 
own powers, the human will would never fail 

3 1 Thess. V. 19. « Phil. ii. 22. 

4 Acts vii. 61. 6 lb. ii. 13. 
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to " refuse the evil and to choose the good.**^ 
But, unhappily, through the corruption of 
our nature, there is another faculty, the force 
of passion, which acts in direct opposition to 
the dictates of reason, and struggles to bend 
the will according to its own pleasure. 
Thus the apostle to the Romans — " The 
good that I would I do not, but the evil 
which I would not, that I do. For I delight 
in the law of God after the inward man, but 
I see another law in my members warring 
against the law of my mind, and bringing 
me into captivity to the law of sin which is 
in my members."® The law of reason, then, 
delights in the law of God, and it can only 
be imputed to the countervailing influence of 
the law of sin which is in our members, that 
tlie will of nwn does not unhesitatingly yield 
to the will of God. 

If it be asked, why there should exist such 
a controlling power over the will in opposi- 
tion to that of reason, it can only be answered, 
that, on the part of the Deity at least, it has 
arisen from the same benevolence of inten- 

T Isa. vii. 15. « Roio. vii. 19, 22, 23. 
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tion, which uniformly marks the dealings of 
God with man. Our natural propensities 
were given us for the best and wisest of pur- 
poses ; to serve as a stimulus to the preserva- 
tion of our existence, or to be the sources of 
rational and innocent enjoyment: but it is 
our own abuse of those propensities which 
has caused them to degenerate into passion, 
and become at once the enemies of our rea- 
son, and the opponents of divine grace. 

The will of man, then, swayed, as it too 
commonly is, by passion, instead of being 
guided by reason, may be fairly said to con- 
tend against the will of God ; and there ap- 
pears but too much truth in the words of 
holy writ, that " every imagination of the 
thoughts of man's heart is only evil con- 
tinually ;" ^ and that '' the heart of the sons 
of men is fully set in them to do evil.'' ^ 

II. The next point which we have to con- 
sider, is the nature of the will of God. 

The will of God may be considered either 
as that almighty and irreversible fiat by 

9 Gen. vi, 5. * Eccl. viii. 11. 
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^bich he made the worlds, aod disposes of 
the whole order of the universe, " working 
all things according to the counsel of his own 
will," * and which no being has the power to 
resist, for '^ he doeth according to his will in 
the army of heaven, and among the inhabi- 
tants of the earth, and none can stay his 
hand, or say unto him. What doest thou ?" ' 
Or it may be considered as that will by 
which he has propounded certain laws to 
such of his creatures as are endowed with 
reason, as tests of their obedience ; leaving 
them a free choice to obey them or not, with 
the condition of his favour or displeasure an- 
nexed to their determination, and with the 
promise of his grace and assistance to all who 
are willing to be ruled by him. In which- 
ever sense we regard it, " the will of God is 
our sanctification," ^ and its end is the hap- 
piness of all his creatures. When he cre- 
ated man, it was his will that his felicity 
should be perfect ; and though man, in the 
stubbornness of his own will, defeated this 
benevolent intention, yet the tender mercy 

« Eph. i, 11 . 3 Dan. iv. 36. * 1 Thess, iv. 3. 
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of his Creator was still upon him, and his 
redemption was accordingly decreed : in 
obedience to the will of his Father, the eter- 
nal Son paid the penalty of our transgres- 
sions ; ^^ the chastisement of our peace was 
upon him, and with his stripes we are 
healed." * 

In the whole course of God's dispensa- 
tions to mankind, the benevolence of his will 
is ever manifest : even in the bitterness of 
affliction we may perceive the chastening of 
his parental hand ; even in the self-denial 
and restraint which the Christian religion 
requires, we may discover the design of 
preparing us for the enjoyment of perfect 
happiness in a future state. It is the will of 
God that our souls should be restored to their 
original vigour and perfection ; that the old 
man should be destroyed, and the new man 
raised up in us ; that as we are made par- 
takers of the death of Christ, we should also 
be partakers of his resurrection and ascension 
into glory. 

And to this will of God, thus working for 

^ Isa.liii. 5. 
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our salvation and everlasting happiness, ^ 
vainly oppose the stubborn inclinations 
our own hearts, striving to render his go( 
ness of none effect, and struggling like f 
ward children, to renounce the governm< 
of that infinite wisdom, which would lead 
to the possession of certain and unfadi 
bliss. 

III. And this brings me to the conside 
tion of the duty inculcated in the tc 
namely, that of submission to the will of G 
1 shall first speak of the duty generally, { 
afterwards attempt to illustrate it by the 
ample of our Saviour himself. 

Havinor stated that the will of God is to 
regfarded either as that absolute and irre^ 
sible fiat, which we have no power to resi 
or as that by which he has propounded c 
tain laws to us, leaving our own will > 
fettered as to their observance — it will ; 
low, that submission to the divine will m 
consist either in a cheerful resignation 
such of the decrees of Providence as are 
evitable, or in a willing obedience to th 
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laws, which we have the power (as we have 
too commonly the inclination) to reject : for 
we may be equally said to resist the will of 
God when we repine at his dispensations, as 
when we actually violate his commandments. 
The question then of submission to the divine 
will, is reduced to the two heads of Resigna- 
tion and Obedience. 

In speaking of the first of these, we may 
again revert to the advantage which would 
accrue from allowing our reason to operate 
without restraint: it would teach us the 
futility and absurdity of fretting and repining 
at those evils which we are unable to avoid ; 
it would tell that " man is bom to trouble, 
even as the sparks fly upward ;" ^ and that 
his only chance of uninterrupted happiness 
in this life, is to arm himself with a 
suflBcient degree of fortitude to encounter 
the various turns and changes of fortune. 
We should learn, by a dispassionate reflec- 
tion upon our condition, that our afilictions 
are the consequences of our own transgres- 
sions, but that the benevolence of the Deity 

* Job. ▼. 7. 
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has given us the power of converting them to 
a beneficial and profitable purpose ; that he 
has made them the milder instruments of 
his justice, in chastening and correcting our 
faults; and that so far from considering 
them as visitations of his wrath, we should 
rather regard them as evidences of his pa- 
rental love. It is true, that we can no more 
avert the stroke of affliction, than we can 
avoid the arm of death ; but we have the 
power of sweetening the bitterness of grief, 
even as we can deprive death of its sting, 
and triumph over the victory of the grave. 

Experience, however, but too fully proves 
the weakness of mere reason, when brought 
into competition with passion. The human 
mind^ however highly gifted by nature, or 
richly stored by education, is but too seldom 
able to support the pains of grief and disap- 
pointment, or to exercise any of those lessons 
which it learns from its own powers of rea- 
soning. Reason may teach us the theory of 
resignation, but it is from religion alone that 
we can learn the 'practice: it is only the 
prospect of future and better hopes, that 
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can have the power to blunt the acuteness of 
our present feelings : it is by withdrawing 
our affections from the things of this world, 
and by 6xing them stedfastly upon those 
everlasting objects, in the attainment of 
which they cannot be frustrated ; it is by 
placing a full and unbounded reliance upon 
that Comforter, who came down from heaven 
for the express purpose of supporting us 
under afflictions, as well as of strengthening 
us in the hour of temptation, that we have 
the means of resigning ourselves with cheer- 
fulness to the will of God. 

And with regard to obedience^ the same 
course must be adopted. However forcible 
may be the arguments in favour of obeying 
the commandments of God, however mani- 
fest may be the wisdom, as well as the utility, 
of their ultimate tendency, yet the solicita- 
tions of the flesh are so strong, the desire 
of present indulgence is so urgent^ that the 
powers of reason will be driven from the field, 
unless allied with sincere religious feeling, 
and a just dread of future judgments. So 
perverse indeed, is the heart of man, so blind 
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to its own best interests, that, as nothing 
but the prospect of future happiness can^ 
urge it to what is right, so nothing but the 
dread of future punishment can restrain it 
from what is wrong. 

Submission to the divine will, consisting 
then in resignation to the inevitable decrees 
of Providence, and in obedience to the com- 
mands of God, the sum of the duty may be 
comprised in that injunction of our Saviour, 
that " we should deny ourselves, take up our 
cross and follow him :"^ that is, that we are 
to practise restraint upon all the froward de- 
sires of our hearts — to submit without repin- 
ing, to whatever evils it may please the 
divine will to send upon us — and to imitate 
the example of our blessed Lord, in cheer- 
fully obeying the commandments of God, at 
any expense whatever of present happiness. . 

And in this point, the example of Christ 
may be said to shine with its brightest lustre, 
and act with the greatest force in influencing 
our conduct. It was the will of God that 
man should be redeemed ; and, in obedience 

7 Matt. xvi. 24. 
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to that will, Christ descended upon earth 
"not to do his own will, but the will of him 
that sent him ;" ® and so deeply intent was 
he upon the object of his mission, that even 
the calls of nature were disregarded, while 
he was engaged in the work : " my meat," 
said he, " is to do the will of him that sent 
me, and to finish his work."^ And the whole 
course of his earthly career was marked by 
adherence to his own principle of self-de- 
nial: his very birth bore the character of 
misery; his infancy was doomed to exile, 
and his riper years were stamped by penury 
and distress : he was a wanderer, who had 
not where to lay his head ; his days were 
passed in travail and labour, his nights in 
watching and prayer. Though " in the form 
of God, in the brightness of his glory, and 
the express image of his person," ^ yet he 
made himself of no reputation, descended to 
a station lower than the angels, and took 
upon himself the form of one of the humblest 
of his servants, in order that he might do the 
will of God as vit had been written of him. 

8 John vi. 38. 9 John iv. 34. » Heb. i. 3. 

H 
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And, as his life drew to a close, his sorrows 
accumulated with increasiug force, until they 
reached their last sad climax. '^Behold'' 
then, my brethren, " behold and see if there 
be any sorrow like unto his sorrow, which 
was done unto him, wherewith the Lord 
afflicted him in the day of his fierce anger." * 
^^ He was despised and rejected of men : he was 
smitten of God, and afflicted." * •* His heart 
was disquieted within him, and the fear of 
death fell upon him :"^ '' trouble and heaviness 
laid hold upon him ; yet was his delight in 
the commandments of God." * Even in the 
very end and object of his suffering, it was 
his fate to meet with disappointment; he 
came to reform and to save mankind — and 
thousands to his face refused to be reformed 
or to be saved. His enemies mocked him, 
buffeted him, and spit upon him ; his own 
friends and disciples betrayed him, forsook 
him, and denied him. In the agonizing mo- 
ment, when the words of my text were spoken, 
he was labouring under an accumulation of 

« Lam. i. 12. » Isa. liii. 3, 4. 

* Ps. hr. 4. « Ps. cxix. 143. 
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misery, which no other mortal ever endured : 
the recollection of his past sufferings, the 
burthen of his present sorrows, and the anti- 
cipation of the agonies that were to come, at 
once pressed heavily on his soul ; every en- 
gine that the €nemy of mankind could set to 
work, was put in "action to subdue his con- 
stancy : the bodily torments he was to sus- 
tain, the scourges, the crown of thorns, and 
the very cross itself, were trifles compared 
with those which were brought forward to 
afflict his mind : the revilings of the Jews, 
the mockery and insults of the heathen, the 
cruelty of his enemies, and the ingratitude of 
his friends, all came like an overwhelming 
torrent upon him : and, last of all, that no- 
thing might be wanted to complete the mea- 
sure of his afflictions, and fill the cup of his 
sorrows to the very brim, his Father — who 
had not long before proclaimed him, in a 
voice from heaven, his beloved Son in whom 
he was well pleased — his Father hid his face 
from him, and refused him even that com- 
fort which in after times upheld the saints 
and martyrs under all their trials. The 

H 2 
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fierceness of that wrath which our sins had 
deserved, fell with its full weight upon his 
innocent head ; the pure, the spotless Lamb 
of God was, for the time, reduced to a state 
as abject and deplorable as that of the veriest 
wretch he came upon earth to redeem. 

Such was the bitter cup which his Father's 
will commanded him to drink; and well 
might he, in the agony of the moment, pray, 
that '^if it were possible that cup might 
pass from him ;" well might he exclaim, in 
the bitterness of his soul, "My God I my 
God! why hast thou forsaken me?" But, 
although the divine nature was quiescent 
within him for a season, in order that the 
human nature might suffer the full measure 
of that vengeance to which he had offered 
himself as the expiatory victim, and he was 
thus left to the mere strength of his human 
virtue to bear him through the conflict ; yet, 
the piety of his heart, and the constancy of 
his mind, sustained him under the trial, and 
put an end to the struggle — " Nevertheless, 
not my will, but thine be done !" 

And this submission on his part, was en- 
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tirely voluntary; he was neither compelled 
to submit, nor was he to reap any advantage 
from his obedience. " Thinkest thou," said 
he to St. Peter, " that I cannot now pray to 
my Father, and he shall presently give me 
more than twelve legions of angels V* ^ The 
whole host of heaven was ready, at his com- 
mand, to be drawn out against his persecu- 
tors ; nay, the very fiat of his own will was 
sufficient to have destroyed them : " but how 
then should the Scriptures have been ful- 
filled that thus it must be ?" ^ The work of 
redemption would have been incomplete, and 
we should be yet in our sins ; the triumph 
over sin and death and the grave would not 
have been achieved ; we should still be sub- 
ject to the powers of darkness, the bond- 
slaves of sin, the children of wrath, and under 
the curse of the heavy displeasure of God. 
But his obedience to his Father, and his ex- 
treme love to mankind, were paramount to 
every feeling which regarded himself; he 
sought no means of avoiding the fate to which 
he had subjected himself; and thus, while 

^ Matt. xxvi. 53. 7 Matt. xxvi. 54. 
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lie paid the purchase-money of our salvatioW^ 
lie afforded us the additional advantage of an 
example, which must, if our hearts are not 
indeed waxed gross, have more efficacy in 
bending our wills to submission to God, than 
any argument which the utmost efforts of 
human reason can invent. 

And while you study and contemplate 
this bright pattern of excellence, raise your 
thoughts, my brethren, to that Being, whose 
will it is that you are required to obey. Re- 
flect that it is He who made the heaven and 
the earth by his word, who governs them 
by his isdom , and preserves them by his 
fatherly care : that it is He to whom the 
highest orders of celestial beings fall down 
and worship : that it is the King of kings, 
and Lord of lords, who sitteth npon the 
throne from everlasting to everlasting : that 
it is our Creator, our Father, and our Re- 
deemer: that it is He who will finally be 
our Judge. 

For recollect, too, my brethren, that al- 
though you are now free agents, and God 
permits you to use a liberty which he coul 
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at once control ; yet that this liberty has its 
bounds, and will be terminated with the 
present life. The time will come, when re- 
bellion will be useless, when the long-suffer- 
ing of God will come to an end, and when 
he will not fail to execute his pleasure upon 
you : ; " when he shall call for those his ene- 
mies who would not that he should reigu 
over them, and have them slain before him." ® 
"O terrible voice of most just judgment 
which shall then be pronounced upon them, 
when it shall be said unto them, ' Go, ye 
cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the 
devil knd his angels.' "^ O day of horror 
unutterable, when they, who by the obstinacy 
and perverseuess of their lives, " have cruci- 
fied the Son of God afresh^ and put him to 
an open shame,'' V shall stand before him 
face: to face,. to receive, with his actual mur- 
derers, the vengeance due to their crimes : 
when that Je^us, who came heretofore " meek, 
and lowly, and riding upon an ass," shall come 
in the glory of the Father, and the full 

^ Luke xix. 27. 9 Commination Service. 

1 Heb. vi. 6. 
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majesty of the Godhead, borne upon the 
wings of the wind, and surrounded by the 
holy angels— not as at first, to suffer and to 
save, but to triumph and to punish ; not the 
humble, the gentle, the forgiving Saviour — 
but the just, the terrible, the avenging God! 

"Who then may abide the day of his 
coming, and who shall stand when he ap- 
peareth ?" * Not they, who in the pride of 
their hearts have rejected his atonement — 
not they, who have made their own sinful 
enjoyments the idols of their adoration, who, 
wilh the gospel open before their eyes, and 
its truths sounding in their ears, have sacri- 
ficed their Redeemer to their own inclina- 
tions, have obstinately disobeyed his com- 
mands, and walked in the impurity of their 
own lusts and evil imaginations. 

My brethren, if ye would avoid the fate of 
such as these, if ye would stand before the 
judgment-seat of Christ, holy, and blameless, 
and washed from all your sins by his most 
precious blood — sacrifice at once the desires 
of your hearts upon the altar of obedience 

2 Mai. iii. 2. 
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to the will of God ; strive to overcome the 
stubborn propensities of your own will, and 
learn to bend it in meek submission to the 
pleasure of your heavenly Father ; keep your 
hands steadily upon the plough, and do the 
work of your great Master while ye have the 
light : so shall his good Spirit forward and 
aid you in your labours; so shall the hour 
of death, which to the sinner is an hour of 
terror and darkness, be to you the dawning 
of a brighter day, when " the Sun of Right- 
eousness, arising with healing on his wings" * 
upon all who have died, and all who live in 
the Lord, shall welcome them into the king- 
dom "prepared for the righteous from the 
beginning of the world." * 

« Mai iv. 2. * Matt xxv. 34. 
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2 Samcel xii. 7. 

And Nathan said unto David, Thou ai^t the 

tnan. 

The history of man no where affords a more 
striking and lamentable instance of the weak- 
ness of human nature, than in the circum- 
stance which gave occasion to the words 
spoken in the text. We see here a man, 
eminent for piety, virtue, and wisdom ; 
chosen, on that account, by divine appoint- 
ment, to fill the highest of all earthly dig- 
nities ; intrusted with the government of the 
Lord's peculiar people, and emphatically 
styled " the man after God's own heart ;" — 
completely subdued by the influence of a 
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master passion; and, in defiance of every 
principle of religion, of honour, and humanity, 
led into the perpetration of crimes at which 
nature recoils with horror. 

The character of David was one of no or- 
dinary stamp : he was naturally of a warm 
and impetuous disposition ; of strong, and, at 
times, ungovernable passions : he was one, 
who had he been nursed in the lap of pros- 
perity, educated in luxury, and unprovided 
with sound religious principles, would have 
beem, most probably, as remarkable for de- 
pravity, as be was eminent in piety : had 
he been the son of Saul instead of Jesse, he 
would in all likelihood have been a cruel 
tyrant, the scourge instead of the father of 
his people, the enemy of religion instead of 
the man after God s own heart. The early 
scenes of his childhood, however, passed 
amidst the pure simplicity of the sheep-folds, 
had taught him humility ; in the school of 
the prophet Samuel he had been instructed 
to fear, to reverence, and to love his Creator ; 
by the persecutions to which he was exposed 
from the vengeance of Saul, he had learned 
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resignation to the divine will, and patience 
under trials and afflictions. Thus the very 
warmth and impetuosity of his disposition, 
by being early directed into a proper channel, 
became the greatest ornament of his cha- 
racter : the whole energy of his ardent 
mind was devoted to the service of his God, 
whom he may be truly said to have loved 
with all his heart, with all his soul, and with 
all his strength. David was, indeed, in 
every sense of the word, a pious man ; and 
from this principle proceeded every good 
quality which he possessed : the whole his- 
tory of his life bears witness to his many 
transcendent virtues ; and the grateful effu- 
sions of his fervent spirit, poured forth in 
the Book of Psalms, remain as lasting testi- 
monies of the ardour of his devotion. Yet 
this man — so devoted to his God, so zealous 
in the cause of religion, so indignant against 
its enemies, so incessantly employed in acts 
of adoration, and even favoured by the spe- 
cial inspiration of God's Holy Spirit — fell 
into the snares of wickedness, and yielding 
to the impulse of illicit passion, proceeded, 
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step by step, to the commission of adultery, 
of treachery, and murder. Let us take a 
view of the whole transaction, and we 
shall undoubtedly feel our astonishment ex- 
cited, at seeing a man like David, not merely 
guilty of yielding to the momentary impulse 
of passion, but led on to the perpetration of 
so much deliberate wickedness. 

How forcibly does the observation of 
our Saviour apply to this case — " Whoso- 
ever looketh upon a woman to lust after her, 
hath committed adultery with her already in 
his heart !" * David's first offence was the 
mere gazing upon an object which it was not 
lawful for him to look upon : an offence 
which in the opinion of the world is generally 
considered as of trifling importance. How 
often are the charms of beauty, of wealth, of 
honour, and of pleasure, gazed upon with an 
eye of desire, while our hearts are far from 
contemplating the criminal possession of what 
we covet : yet the desire, by indulgence, be- 
comes too strong to be restrained ; we gaze 
on, and long more and more ardently, till 

» Matt. V. 28. 
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passion usurps the whole dominion of om 
souls ; virtue, honour, and religion, are all 
lost in its vortex, and we are hurried on, 
almost unconscious of our guilt, till the 
crimes we should at first have shuddered to 
hear mentioned, are perpetrated without re- 
morse. So it was with David ; the beauty 
of Bathsheba first captivated his sight, then 
intoxicated his soul, and he was led (as he 
doubtless thought very naturally and inno- 
cently) to inquire who she was. The result 
of his inquiry proved her to Be the wife of a 
gallant soldier, who was fighting the battles 
of his country at a distance from his home, 
and enduring dangers and hardships in the 
cause of the very individual, who was medi- 
tating the most fatal blow against his honour 
and domestic happiness. One would have 
thought that the very knowledge of this cir- 
cumstance should have checked the progress 
of his wicked desires, and taught him that 
the woman, as the wife of an absent warrior, 
claimed the especial protection and fatherly 
care of her sovereign : but, on the contrary, 
it seemed rather to act as a stimulus to his 
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desire, by affording additional facility to the 
perpetration of the crime. The crime was 
perpetrated — and the consequences were such 
as to threaten to overwhelm the offending 
monarch and his guilty partner with infamy 
and disgrace. To avert this, he had recourse 
to an act of treachery for the purpose of con- 
cealing his wickedness. He sent for Uriah 
from the army, under pretence of making in- 
quiries as to its welfare and proceedings : 
and dismissed him from his presence, con- 
ceiving he wroiild naturally embrace the op- 
portunity of visiting his home, and ebjoying 
the society of his wife. But the honest'^ sol- 
dier bluntly: refused to indulge in domestic 
comforts, while "the ark of God and Israel 
and Judah abode in tents ;'' while his general 
and, comrades were " encamped in the open 
fields." Finding that he could not prevail; 
David proceeds a step further in treachery ; 
and inviting Uriah to his own table, forced 
him to drink to excess, hoping that under the 
effects of intoxibation, he might be induced 
to go to . his home : but even under these 
circumstances the resolution of the warrior 
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was unshaken, "and be went not down to his 
house." Foiled, then, in all bis endeavours, 
the dread of detection drives the guilty mo- 
narch to tbe last extremity, and be resolves 
to rid himself at once of his rival ; — he sends 
liim back to the army, and makes him the 
bearer of the commission which directed Joab 
to place him in such a situation in the battle, 
as must expose him to inevitable destruc- 
tion. 

Let us here pause, my brethren, to reflect 
how truly it has been said by the apostle, 
" Let him that thinketh he sfandeth, take 
heed lest he fall." ' The history before us 
is a lamentable proof of the insecurity of 
even the highest pitch of virtue. Man is in 
himself a bruised reed, and the powers of 
evil which continually beset him are ever 
too strong for him ; he has no safety but in 
the mercy of God, and the grace and assist- 
ance of his Holy Spirit. Who is there, for 
instance, in this whole assembly, who would 
for a moment suppose that he could, by any 
means, be led into the perpetration of such 
* 1 Cor. X. 12. 
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crimes ? Who would not feel aggrieved were 
the bare possibility of such a thing even 
hinted at ? Yet there was, doubtless, a time 
when David thought the same ; and had the 
prophet Nathan, even at the first dawning of 
his guilty passion, foretold the final conse- 
quences of it, he would have replied with 
indignation, as Hazael did to Elisha on a 
similar occasion, "Am I a dog, that I should 
do this great thing?" He would have spurned 
the idea, and probably have dismissed the 
prophet in anger from his presence. Yet 
David proceeded from gazing to adultery 
— from adultery to murder; and Hazael, 
as soon as he returned home from his 
mission, assassinated his master, and sub- 
sequently committed all the horrors that 
Elisha had predicted. St. Peter, too, de- 
clared that he would die with his Lord rather 
than deny him ; yet deny him he did, and 
enforced his denial with oaths and curses. 
Now then, brethren, can any one of us 
think himself secure, even from the greatest 
crimes, with such examples before his 
eyes? Can he presume to tell how far, 
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and to what end, the indulgence of one un- 
lawful passion, however trifling it may ap- 
pear at first, will conduct him ? No ; the 
trials and temptations of the world surround 
us so thickly — the pit into which we are 
ready to fall is so constantly open before us, 
that nothing can save us from destruction 
but the light of that Holy Spirit which ^^is 
given to every man to profit withal.*'* 

But to proceed with the narrative. David 
had now obtained the full possession of all 
that he coveted. He married the widow of 
the man he had basely murdered; and in the 
intoxication of enjoyment, seems to have en^ 
tirely forgotten the means by which he had 
arrived at the consuihmation of his wishes. 
As a monarch, powerful and absolute, he 
was beyond the reach of human laws ; and 
indeed the manner in which Uriah had been 
put to death seemed to preclude any proba- 
bility of his being suspected as the cause of 
his untimely fate. But there was an all- 
seeing eye which had marked the progress 
of his guilt, from the first unlawful wish that 

* 1 Cor. xii. 7. 
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had entered his heart, to the last dreadful 
act that steeped his soul in blood — there was 
an avenguig arm stretched out to punish 
him, that did not fail to bring full retribution 
upon his head. 

For this purpose, the prophet Nathan was 
sent to him : the beautiful and pathetic pa- 
rable by which he drew the picture of his 
guilt, is too well known to need repetition : 
but so blind was the monarch to all con- 
sciousness of his crime, that he failed at first 
to perceive the application of it : he con- 
ceived the prophet to be relating the par- 
ticulars of a circumstance which had actually 
occurred in the manner in which he stated 
it ; and that he was come to demand justice 
at his hand^ as the sovereign of his people, 
and the avenger of the oppressed. " And 
Duvid's anger was greatly kindled against 
the man, and he said to Nathan, As the 
Lord liveth, the man who has done this 
thing shall surely die : and he shall restore 
the lamb fourfold, because he did this thing, 
and because he had no pity. And Nathan 
said unto David, Thou art the man !" 
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Think, my brethren, of the horror which 
must have overwhelmed the unhappy sinner, 
at finding that he was himself the subject of 
the sentence he had pronounced ; that he was 
the tyrannical oppressor depicted by the 
prophet in the parable ; that it was himself 
who had torn the ewe Iamb from the bosom 
of its lawful possessor ; and, not content with 
this act of violence and treachery, had slain 
the possessor himself with the sword. He 
had been ready enough to pass sentence 
upon one not half so guilty as himself; and 
now he heard the sentence of an offended 
God pronounced against his own dreadful 
crimes: in his zeal for justice and religion, 
he had, without hesitation, doomed the sup- 
posed offender to death ; but found the judg- 
ment recoil upon himself, in the awful voice 
that proclaimed to him, ** Thou art the 

MAN ! 

And can we 6nd no parallel case to this 
among ourselves, my brethren ? Are there 
none of us who thank God that we are not 
as other men are, unjust, extortioners, adul- 
terers ; while our own hearts are full of 
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wickedness — our own hands, perhaps, pol- 
luted with deadly sin ? Dare not, then, to 
pass judgment upon your neighbour's sins, 
lest the judgment be pronounced against 
yourselves ; — dare not to cavil at every little 
mote that you may see in your brother's eye, 
when, perhaps, a heavy beam obscures your 
own. It is seldom in the power of the 
ministers of religion to tax every man with 
his particular o£Pences : few of them fall un- 
der our observation ; and even when they 
do, there are numberless obstacles in the 
present state of the world, which prevent 
our taking an individual cognizance of them. 
But as each one has his own peculiar faults, 
so each man's heart ought to be his own 
accuser. And, when in this holy place we 
"reason of righteousness, temperance, and 
judgment to come," * are there none among 
you who tremble at the prospect before 
them ? When we read and expound the 
word of God, and show how his " wrath is 
revealed from heaven against all ungodliness 
and unrighteoustiess of men ;" * when we 

* Acts xxiv. 25. ^ Rom. i. 18. 
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denounce his judgments against the drunkard, 
the libertine, the sabbath-breaker, the pro- 
fane swearer — ^are there none among yau to 
whom the still small voice of conscience 
whispers. Thou art the man ? And when 
we invite you to God's holy table to com- 
memorate the death of his blessed Son, and 
eat and drink the emblems of his body, and 
blood that were broken and shed for you; 
when we warn you of the inevitable and 
fatal consequences that must ensue to those 
who obstinately refuse to obey this last in* 
junction of their dying Saviour — alas! how 
large a proportion of you are there, my bre- 
thren, to whom their hearts must say, in a 
voice too distinct not to be heard and under- 
stood, ''Thou art the man !" Judge your- 
selves now, then, if ye would not be judged 
of the Lord hereafter — condemn yourselves 
now, if ye would avoid the condemnation 
of those who have no faith in Christ, 
and repent not of their sins — listen while 
there is time to the accusing voice of con- 
science, or rather to that gracious Spirit, 
which is ever suggesting good thoughts to 
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our hearts- — but from which we constantly 
turn, to give ear to the blandishments of the 
seducer — ^lest the time come upon you un- 
awares, when thi5 voice of thunder shall pro- ^ 
claim from the judgment-seat of Christ, 
** Thou art the man !" It will be too late 
then to say, " I have sinned against the 
Lord !" for your sin, and the punishment of 
it, shall abide by you to all eternity. 

We have hitherto been considering the 
lesson of warning which is to be learned from 
the history of David's transgression ; let us 
now proceed to the sequel, which at once 
presents to us a pattern worthy of our imita- 
tion, and a£Pords a splendid instance of God's 
mercy to repentant sinners. 

David h^d long continued reckless of his 
guilt, and revelled in the full enjoyment of 
his sinful indulgences, without casting a 
thought upon the wretched condition in 
which he had involved himself, or upon the 
divine Being whom he had so grievously 
offended. But no sooner did the reproof of 
the prophet awaken him from his intoxication, 
and show him his ingratitude to that God 
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who Lad done every thing for him which a 
merciful Creator could confer upon a favoured 
creature — had raised him from an humble 
station, to set him upon a t];irone ; and had 
given him the house of Israel and of Judah ; 
and '^ if that had been too little, would more- 
over have done unto him such and such 
things '' — than the full sense of his iniquity 
at once overwhelmed him with shame and 
remorse ; the innate piety of his soul was 
awakened, and in the meek spirit of a con- 
trite heart, he exclaimed, '^I have sinned 
against the Lord !'' Here was no attempt to 
deny his guilt, no endeavour to palliate or 
excuse it ; it was freely admitted, and sub- 
missively confessed. Nor are we to suppose 
that it was the dread of punishment which 
extorted this confession ; he did not presume 
to ask for mercy, nor dare to hope for pardon ; 
even in the beautiful psalm in which he 
afterwards more largely poured out his grief, 
all he asks for is, to be healed from his 
iniquity. " Have mercy upon me, O God, 
according to thy loving-kindness ; according 
to the multitude of thy tender mercies blot 
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out my transgressions ; wash me throughly 
from mine iniquity, and cleanse me from my 
sin!"^ 

How few of us are there, my brethren, 
who are thus ready to acknowledge our 
faults ; how eager are we all, when reminded 
of them, either to deny them altogether, or 
to seek for excuses and extenuations ! In 
public we join in the general confession of 
sins appointed by the church ; and, even if 
we do not make it a mere form of words, 
without pouring it out from our hearts with 
an humble sense of our unworthiness, we are 
too apt to repeat it as a general acknowledg- 
ment of sin, without calling to mind, as we 
ought to do, our own particular offences. 
Too often, also, when reminded of our faults 
by another, we feel oflPended at the kind 
monitor, and, instead of repentance, we add 
to our sin by harbouring anger against him. 
Sometimes we are warned by a friend, out of 
pure anxiety for our welfare ; sometimes by 
an indifferent person, perhaps from a motive 
of mere officiousness ; and sometimes, by an 

« Ps. U. 1, 2. 
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enemy, out of envy and malice ; but from 
whichever source the warning may arise, 
ought it to be lost upon us ? — do not jour 
best mterests require that we should take in- 
stant advantage of it? — that we should search 
into our hearts, and learn of them if the re- 
proof be just ; — and if it be, that we should 
lose no time in amending our lives, in falling 
down before him to whom our hearts are 
open, and, in the same humble spirit which 
animated the contrite Psalmist, acknowledge 
that we have sinned against the Lord. 

And where can we find a more indulgent 
Being, than him whom we have offended; 
or one more ready to forgive when we con- 
fess our sins, and strive to do that which 
is lawful and right ? David's heart, over- 
powered by the sense of guilt, was too fiill 
for the utterance of more than those few 
words — " I have sinned against the Lord ;" 
but he whose eye penetrated the inmost re- 
cesses of that heart, and knew the sincerity 
of his contrition, instantly pronounced his 
pardon by the mouth of the prophet : " The 
Lord, also, hath put away thy sin from thee, 
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thou shalt not die." Nevertheless, while the 
mercy of God was thus extended to him, his 
justice required that he should not go alto- 
gether unpunished ; the sentence of eternal 
death was remitted, but that of temporal 
chastisement was executed in its fullest ex- 
tent. He had, by his offence, " given great 
occasion to the enemies of God to blas- 
pheme;" he had brought a scandal upon 
religion by his crime, and it was fit that the 
impartial justice of the Almighty should stand 
unimpeached in the sight of the heathen. 
On this account, the child which was the 
fruit of his guilt was struck with death ; the 
sword never departed from his house; his 
own children rebelled against him ; his first- 
bom, to whom he was tenderly attached, drove 
bim for a time from his kingdom; and, even in 
kis extreme old age, his last hours were em- 
bittered by the strife of his sons concerning 
the succession to his throne. Still all this 
he submitted to, as a mild punishment for 
those offences which deserved a far heavier 
doom ; and from which nothing could have 
saved him but the mercy of his heavenly 

i2 
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Father, extended to him upon his sudden 
and sincere repentance. It was sufficient to 
him, whatever afflictions he might endure, 
that his peace was made with his God, his 
benefactor, his preserver, his best and dearest 
friend. 

In considering, however, this wonderful 
instance of sincere repentance and consequent 
forgiveness, let us not, my brethren, delude 
ourselves with the fallacious notion that con- 
trition and conversion from sin have any claim 
to the divine favour, or any power to avert 
the chastisement due for offences already 
committed. If we do obtain pardon, it is the 
free, the voluntary, the unspeakable gift of 
God's mercy, through Jesus Christ. We, 
indeed, as Christians, have a hope which 
was, at the best, but prospective under the 
old dispensation : David had the assurance 
of the prophet of the Lord that his sin was 
put away from him ; to us a greiater prophet 
has been sent — the Son of God himself; not 
only to put away our sins, not only to obtain 
pardon and peace for us from his heavenly 
Father ; but to yield himself up as our 



SERMON VIII. 173 

propitiation, to undergo the punishment in 
our stead, and to seal our forgiveness with 
his most precious blood. The decree of 
misery and death in this world, of eternal 
misery and eternal death in the world to 
come, would stand in full force against us, 
had not Christ *♦ taken it out of the way by 
nailing it to his cross." '^ Our repentance 
would have availed but little, our smcerest 
contrition would have eflPected nothing; for in 
our sins we must have died, if Jesus Christ 
had not died in our steady But think not 
that on this account repentance is unneces- 
sary ; do not imagine that we may sin in full 
security, because we have a propitiation for 
our sins, Jesus Christ the righteous. He died 
to save the sinner, it is true ; but not the 
presumptuous, the hardened, the impenitent 
sinner ; not him who, with the gospel truths 
open before his eyes, embarks fearlessly in 
vice, goes on from bad to worse, and dies 
without conviction of his guilt, without a 
thorough reform of life. Christ has died for 
the redemption of all men * he has sent his 

7 Col. ii. 14. 
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Holy Spirit upon earth to sanctify all who 
believe and trust in him ; but his atonement 
will be* wholly ineffectual^ if we make our 
bodies, which by his mercy are the temples 
of that blessed Spirit, temples for the idols 
of our own lusts and sinful inclinations. 

Christ came upon earth, not only to atone 
for our sins, but also '^ to command all men 
every where to repent;"® to instruct them 
in that purity and holiness of life, without 
which they cannot be his disciples : he came 
not only to put away the chastisement of our 
sins by his death, but also to put away the 
foul impurities of our hearts by the sanctifi- 
cation of the Holy Spirit. His words, his 
doctrines, and the secret warnings of his 
grace, are constantly reminding us of our 
guilt ; and if, deaf to these warnings^ we go 
on still in our wickedness, that Holy Spirit 
will be taken from us ; we shall become re* 
probates and outcasts ; Christ, as far as we 
are concerned, will have died in vain, and 
we shall be doomed to perish everlastingly. 

But God forbid that such should be our 

B Acts xviL 30. 
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case, brethren ! Let us learn from the his- 
tory we have been considering, the danger 
of trusting to the strength of our own hearts, 
or of relying upon the constancy of our own 
virtue. We have all sinned, and are all 
fallen short of the glory of God: let us 
pray, then, for the illumination of the divine 
grace, to enable us to discover our secret 
faults ; let us, with all humility and contrite 
grief, confess them to him who is both able 
to cleanse us from them, and willing to 
pardon them through the merits and medi- 
ation of our blessed Redeemer. Thus hav- 
ing a Rock of salvation whereon to ground 
our faith ; having a bright and shining light 
to guide our steps, and a saving arm 
stretched forth to support and defend us; 
we shall pass unharmed through the waves 
of this troublesome world, and even through 
the valley of the shadow of Death, to those 
glorious mansions in our Father's house, 
whither our blessed Redeemer is gone before 
to prepare a place for his faithful followers 
and servants. 
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Isaiah bciii. 17. 



O Lordf why hast thou made us to err from 
thy ways, and hardened our heart from thy 
fear ? 

If we desire to understand the sacred writings 
properly, we must study them : that is, we 
must not only read, but reflect and meditate 
upon them, and resort to such assistance in 
their interpretation, as may enable us to 
arrive at their true meaning. It is not to be 
supposed that a book, originally written in 
languages which have been long out of use, 
can be thoroughly intelligible to any but 
those who have made themselves masters of 
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those languages : that even to them there 
will not present themselves some difficulties, 
which can only be solved by a reference to 
the general sense of the whole; and it is 
through the neglect of such general reference, 
that men are often perplexed by particular 
passages, which seem, upon an abstract 
view, to imply something that human reason 
cannot reconcile with the known attributes 
of God, or with his general dealings with 
men. Some, when they find themselves 
thus involved, are satisfied with a literal in- 
terpretation ; others endeavour to discover a 
meaning in the resources of their own intel- 
lects : and this, by giving birth to the most 
conflicting opinions, causes heresies, schisms, 
and controversies to spring up, and divide 
the church of Christ into various contending 
sects. Now much of this evil might be 
avoided, would we apply ourselves seriously 
and diligently to the study of the sacred 
writings ; to comparing particular passages 
with the general tenor of the whole ; and 
resort to the assistance of commentators^ 

I 5 
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whose familiar acquaintance with the ori- 
ginal languages, aided by long and laborious 
research into the treasures of antiquity, has 
rendered them competent to undertake the 
interpretation of the scriptures. 

Among those expressions which have 
given rise to much perplexity as well as 
controversy, that of God's hardening the 
hearts of metiy is one of the most prominent ; 
and indeed, if we content ourselves with the 
literal and most apparent meaning of the 
words, we shall find it difficult to understand 
how God, who delights in every thing that 
is good, who '*is of purer eyes than to be- 
hold evil, and cannot look upon iniquity;"^ 
who desireth not the death of a sinner, but 
is willing that all should repent and come to 
salvation, should make his creatures to ^^ err 
from his ways, and harden their hearts from 
his fear." 

We will endeavour, in the following dis- 
course, to explain the meaning of this ex- 
pression ; and I trust that we shall find, 
brethren, that when rightly understood, it is 

1 Habakkuk 1. 13. 
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SO far from being inconsistent with any of 
the divine attributes, that it rather affords a 
convincing evidence of the infinite justice 
and mercy of God. 

With regard to the former part of the text, 
" O Lord, why hast thou made us to err 
from thy ways?" Bishop Lowth asserts, 
that "the words might have been better 
rendered, " O Lord, why hast thou suffered 
us to err from thy ways ?" * and shows that 
the same form of the Hebrew verb is thus 
rendered in various parts of scripture. As 
a remarkable confirmation of this opinion, 
he adduces (among other authorities) a pas- 
sage from the 141st Psalm, ^ which, in the 
new or Bible translation, is rendered — '* In- 
cline not my heart to any evil thing ;" but 
which in the old one (or that which we are in 
the daily habit of reading in the Common 
Prayer Book) is much better translated, " O 
let not my heart be inclined to any evil 
thing !" And the same learned commentator 
further adds, " In general we may observe, 

2 Commentary in loc. cit. ^ Ver. 4. 
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that the scripture commonly speaks of what 
is permitted by Providence, as if it were 
directed by it. To give but one instance out 
of many, God is said to "move David to 
number the people.** (2 Sam. xxiv. I,) 
Whereas, it appears, by comparing the text 
with 1 Chron. xxi. 1, that he only permitted 
Satan to move him to it. Now, since we 
can only avoid what is evil, and do what is 
right, by the grace of God preventing and 
assisting us ; and since this grace is freely 
given as an act of undeserved mercy, it can- 
not be imputed as any infringement of the 
divine justice, if, in certain instances, that 
grace be withheld, so as to suffer the sinner 
to follow the bent of his own inclinations. 
And if we take the trouble to investigate 
the reasons why God did, in many particular 
cases, think fit to withdraw his grace from 
certain individuals; thus "giving them over,*' 
as St. Paul expresses it, "to a reprobate 
mind,"* we shall clearly perceive that the 
reasons for this infliction were such, as to 

♦ Rom. i. 28. 
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leave the goodness and justice of God with- 
out impeachment. But of this more here- 
after. 

If what has been said be sufficient to clear 
up the meaning of the former part of the 
text, we may apply it to the interpretation of 
the latter part also — " and hardened our 
heart from thy fear;'* an expression by no 
means uncommon in the inspired writings 
both of the Old and New Testaments. For, 
if to make men to err from his ways, means 
no more than to sufftr them to do wrong, by 
refusing to afford them that assistance which 
is requisite to enable them to do right ; then, 
to harden their hearts, may with equal reason 
be understood, not in a positive, but in a 
negative sense : that is, to 'permit their hearts 
to he hardened^ by denying to them, or with- 
drawing from them, that grace, whose influ- 
ence is necessary to make them soft and 
flexible to the divine will. There is no other 
interpretation, indeed, which can render the 
expression consistent with the nature and 
attributes of God. If we believe him (as we 
are in reason bound to do) to be the fountain 
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of every thing that is good, there is even a 
manifest absurdity in supposing that he can, 
in any case, be the cause of evil : and such 
he would certainly be, did he positively 
^^ make men to err from his ways, and harden 
their heart from his fear." But there is 
nothing inconsistent with the divine attri- 
butes in believing, that God, for wise pur- 
poses, sometimes withholds his grace, and 
suffers men to follow the bias of their own 
inclinations. 

But it may be said, if man cannot do right 
without the grace and assistance of God's 
Holy Spirit; then, to withdraw that grace 
from them may be considered as a positive 
hardening of their hearts ; and God cannot 
with justice punish that man, whom he has 
himself deprived of the power of doing right. 
Let us hear what St. Paul says upon the 
subject. After showing, in the ninth chapter 
of his epistle to the Romans, that God of his 
own pleasure preferred Isaac to Ishmael, and 
Jacob to Esau, and reverting also to the case 
of Pharaoh, he concludes by saying, " There- 
fore hath he mercy on whom he will have 
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mercy, and whom he will he hardeneth :" ^ by 
which we are not to understand that God 
decrees that some men shall be bom to eternal 
life, and some to everlasting destruction ; 
that he gives the former the full powers of 
performing his will, but leaves the latter 
exposed, without help, to the temptations of 
the world, the flesh, and the devil ; but sim- 
ply this — that God, in all his dealings, is 
governed by his own infinite wisdom, and 
not controlled by the will, or even the wishes 
of men, which are often opposed to their 
own, or to the general interests of the world.^ 
Now it was the wish of Abraham, before the 
birth of Isaac, that Ishmael should be his 
successor — **0 that Ishmael might live be- 
fore thee !" ^ — but it was the will of God that 
Isaac should be born for this specific pur- 
pose ; neither the manner of IshmaeFs birth, 
nor his character, rendering him a proper 
object of the divine favour: therefore he 
says, " In Isaac shall thy seed be called." 

« Ver. 18. 6 See Dr. Whitby s Com. in loc. ciu 
T Gen. xvii. 18. ^ Gen. xxi. 12, 
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Again, in the case of Jacob and Esau ; their 
several characters and dispositions were 
known to God before their births, and their 
future destinies ordained accordingly ; it was 
not decreed by God that Jacob should be re- 
markable for piety, and Esau for irreligion; 
but foreseeing that such would be their dif- 
ferent propensities, he did decree, that Jacob 
should be the channel through which the 
line, from whence the Messiah was to spring, 
should be perpetuated. Therefore, "God 
shows mercy according to his own pleasure^ 
and not as we think fit ; and gives men up 
to the hardness of their own hearts, and so 
reserves them to be examples of his illustrious 
judgments, according to the same good plea- 
sure, and not according to the time and mea- 
sure that they would prescribe ; showing 
mercy to the Jews when they deserved to be 
cut off for their idolatry, in making and wor- 
shipping the golden calf ; and reserving the 
execution of his wrath upon Pharaoh, who 
had deserved it for the hardness of his heart, 
till his destruction would minister to the 
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greater illustration of his power and justice 
upon stubborn and impenitent sinners." ^ 
Thou wilt say then/* continues the apostle, 
why doth he yet find fault ? — for who hath 
resisted his will ? Nay but, man, who 
art thou that repliest against God ? Shall 
the thing formed say to him that formed it, 
Why hast thou made me thus ? Hath not 
the potter power over the clay of the same 
lump, to make one vessel to honour, and 
another to dishonour?" That is, since all 
men are sinners in different degrees, it is not 
for us to argue against the Almighty, who 
can discern the tender and repentant heart 
from the stubborn and impenitent; and we 
may be assured that he withdraws his grace 
only from those upon whom it would be 
thrown away : men do not cast pearls be- 
fore swine ; neither will God lavish the in- 
estimable gifts of his Holy Spirit upon any 
but those who choose to value and use them 
profitably. The potter has power over the 
clay ; and he will select the finer and more 
plastic sort for making the more ornamental 

9 Dr. Whitby, ut sup. 
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vessels; while he will devote the coarser 
and less pliable to inferior purposes ; but all 
is appropriated to sonde purpose — he forms 
no utensil with the mere view of dashing it 
in pieces, like a wayward child, when it is 
finished ; unlesSi upon trial, it should be 
found defective or useless. So God forms 
all men for some good purpose, though with 
diflferent worldly destinies ; but when, after 
sufficient trial, they are found to be obstinate 
and hardened in sin, he withdraws his grace 
entirely from them, and leaves them to their 
unavoidable fate. 

" God," says St. Austin, "deserts no man 
who has not first deserted him :" and so far 
is he from ever depriving them of his grace 
without sufficient cause, that we find the 
whole scriptures teeming with the most 
affectionate remonstrances with sinners, the 
most earnest persuasions to repentance. 
" Turn ye even unto me, with all your heart, 
and with weeping, and with fasting, and 
with mourning." ^ " Why will ye die, O 
house of Israel ?" * Such expressions are to 

1 Joel ii. 12. ^ Ezek. xxxiii. 11. 
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be found in almost every page of the pro- 
phetic warnings, and our Saviour's own 
aflfecting lamentation over the obduracy of 
the Jews is well known to every one. " 
Jerusalem, Jerusalem ! — how often would I 
have gathered thy children together, as a 
hen doth gather her brood under her wings, 
and ye would not!"^ God, we may be 
assured, never leaves the sinner to himself, 
unless his case has become hopeless through 
his own stubborn and determined impeni- 
tence : but as this is a point of which he 
alone can judge, it is not for us to tax his 
wisdom or his justice, or to say, *^ Why doth 
he yet find fault?" when he abandons the 
impenitent to the miserable consequences of 
a reprobate mind. 

And do not we ourselves pursue precisely 
the same conduct in our own dealings ? Do 
we not withdraw our benevolence and charity 
when we find them abused by those whom 
we have benefited ? Do we not cease to 
cultivate the land which refuses to yield a 
recompense to our toil; and cut down the 

* Luke xiii. 34. 
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tree which| after having been pruned and 
manured I yields nothing but corrupt and un- 
profitable fruit ? Even so God, though he 
bears long with sinners ; though it is not his 
will that any should perish, but that all 
should turn away from their wickedness, and 
save their souls alive, yet finally ceases to 
strive with the hardened and impenitent, and 
withdraws altogether the influences of his 
Holy Spirit from them': and lamentable in- 
deed must be their condition, when instead 
of the Spirit of light and life, the sph^it of 
darkness and death takes possession of their 
souls, — when instead of seeking refuge in 
the arms of the Lamb of God, they are fol- 
lowing the devil into the pit of everlasting 
destruction. 

But perhaps we shall obtain a clearer 
view of this subject, if we devote a short 
time to examining the case of Pharaoh, and 
some other striking instances in which God 
has been said to harden the hearts of men. 

It was the intention of theAlifiighty to bring 
the children of Israel out of Egypt with a 
strong hand, and to display his wonders in 



SERMON IX, 189 

their sight, that they might afterwards be 
the more easily retained in his service, and 
learn to fear his tremendous power. It ap- 
peared necessary, therefore, that some object 
should be selected, properly adapted for this 
display of Omnipotence. Now such an ob- 
ject was found in Pharaoh ; a sovereign of 
excessive pride, and given up to tyranny and 
oppression. God well knew the obduracy 
of his heart; "I am sure," said he, "that 
the king of Egypt will not let you go ; no, 
not by a mighty hand." * Upon such a sub- 
ject as this, grace would have been bestowed 
in vain ; for mercy would have been ineftec- 
tual to work upon that mind, which could 
not be moved by the terror of God's judg- 
ments ; and be would have despised his love, 
even as he braved his vengeance. And let 
it be further observed, that Pharaoh's heart 
was not hardened at once ; at one time there 
were moments when he seemed to waver in 
his determination, and to incline to obey the 
voice of the Lord : but he gradually grew 
more and more obdurate, until he finally dis- 
* Excrd. iii. 19. 
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missed the messengers of God from his pre- 
sence, commanding them to see his face no 
more under pain of death. 

Pharaoh, then, was a fit subject for the 
manifestation of the wonderful power of God ; 
and therefore he saith to him, ^* For this 
cause have I raised thee up, for to shew 
in thee my power, and that my name may be 
declared throughout all the earth," * Surely 
if the righteous are proper objects for the 
display of God's mercy, the wicked are no 
less so for the demonstrations of his ven- 
geance : yet that God has much greater de- 
light in shewing mercy than judgment, is 
sufficiently evident when we consider, that 
he devised the means of saving all mankind, 
all who were included under sin, by the 
sacrifice of his only Son, and the ofier of his 
free grace to every one who chooses to accept 
of it. But when the obduracy of a sinner is 
such as to render his repentance hopeless, it 
is not to be expected that God will waste the 
influence of his Holy Spirit upon him ; he 
invites, he calls, he exhorts sinners to return 

« Exod. ix. 16. 
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to him and repent ; but he will riot force 
them : he created man a free agent, and as 
such he treats him in all his dealings with 
him. 

From the example of Pharaoh, let us pro- 
ceed to that of the Israelites themselves, in 
whom was " fulfilled the prophecy of Esaias, 
which saith. By hearing ye shall hear, and 
shall not understand ; and seeing ye shall see, 
and shall not perceive: for this people's 
heart is waxed gross, and their ears are dull 
of hearing, and their eyes have they closed •; 
lest at any time they should see with their 
eyes, and hear with their ears, and should 
understand with their heart, and should be 
converted, and I should heal them." ^ Ob- 
serve then, my brethren, that as Pharaoh 
was selected to fulfil one wise intention of 
the Almighty ; so were the Israelites chosen 
to perfect hl& gracious dispensation of the 
salvation of mankind. It was his pleasure 
that this purpose should be eflfected by the 
death of Christ ; and that in thus submitting 
to the power of death, he should undergo 

^ Matt. xiii. 14. 
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the pain of a suffering and ignominious ex- 
ecution. This then was accomplished by 
that hardness of heart which was always 
conspicuous in the Jews. Yet mark the 
whole progress of their history, and you will 
find that no pains were spared, on the part 
of the Almighty, to bring them to repentance, 
and save them from the effects of his dis- 
pleasure. Read the warnings of the pro- 
phets; the kind remonstrances with which 
he would have brought them back to his 
service ; and last of all, observe the merciful 
and gracious manner in which salvation was 
offered to them by the Son of God himself. 
If all the miracles which he performed, all 
the signs and wonders which he wrought, 
could not convince them of his divine mis- 
sion ; if his meekness and humility, if his 
kindness and benevolence could not win 
their love ; if his divine instructions and 
holy examples could not convert them ; how 
could they expect that God would do more 
to ensure their salvation ? Was it contrary 
to justice, that they who rejected him should 
in turn be rejected by him ? All those who 
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were willing to believe in Christ were ac- 
cepted ; but tbe Jews taken collectively as 
a nation, had the guilt of Christ's blood 
upon them, and therefore were driven from 
the inheritance which God had given to 
their fathers; they forfeited his favour 
through unbelief, and therefore their name 
and nation were taken away. 

The sum of what has been said is [simply 
this ; that when God is said to harden men's 
hearts, the meaning of the sacred penmen is 
— that when, by their own want of faith and 
wilful disobedience, they have become so 
hardened in sin and impenitence, as to resist 
his grace and quench his Holy Spirit, he 
then leaves them to their fate, and refuses 
any longer to strive with them. He will not 
fail to use every means t6 release us from our 
sins, and save our souls ; but if we obsti- 
nately refuse his gracious offers of pardon, 
and reject his messages of peace, he will give 
us over, and suffer us to perish in our sins. 

Can we then. Christian brethren, conceive 
any case more deplorable than that of him 
who is thus abandoned of God ? Surely it 

K 
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is bad enough to know that we have all 
sinned, and sinned so grievously, that were 
he extreme to mark what is done amiss, his 
justice must condemn us. But while we 
have an advocate with the Father, Jesus 
Christ the righteous — we have hope ; while 
we have a Comforter in the Holy Spirit — we 
need not despair; that hope, that comfort 
we have all the power to obtain, by prayer, 
by faith, and by sincere endeavours to obey 
the will of God. Yet it is an appalling 
thought, that we may forfeit that hope and 
consolation — that we may provoke our hea- 
venly Father to harden our hearts, by refus- 
ing any longer to vouchsafe to us the warn- 
ings of his Spirit, and the assistance of his 
grace. O think of this, you who are heed- 
lessly pursuing a course of thoughtless 
vanity, and are wantonly neglecting the word 
of God ! Think that every step you take 
^ in your wild career, is removing you further 
from your Maker and Redeemer ; gradually 
weakening your faith, alienating the Spirit 
from you, and must finally end in absolute 
reprobation. God is merciful and longr 
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suflfering, and of great kindness ; yet he is 
also a jealous God, who will not suffer his 
honour to be abused, nor his patience to be 
trifled with. A time will come when even 
his long suffering will have an end, and that 
gracious voice which is now calling to you 
to repent and come to him, will in anger bid 
you depart from him as unworthy of his 
mercy. 

Yet while we stand in continual awe of 
this dreadful fate, let us never cease to adore 
that mercy, which " endured with much long- 
suffering the vessels of wrath fitted to de- 
struction," '^ which has contrived a means 
for the sinner to escape from judgment, and 
find refuge in the arms of mercy. And 
finally, brethren, be assured that whatever 
may appear mysterious or incomprehensible 
in the ways of Providence, will one day be 
made clear to us ; the time will come when 
we shall know and understand that he who 
judgeth the earth is a God of righteousness ; 
and however his unerring justice may con- 
demn the hardened and impenitent, yet that 

7 Rom. ix. 22 
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his tender mercy is over all his works, and 
that he will not suffer a single lamb to stray 
from his flock, without striving, with the care 
of a good and watchful shepherd, to bring it 
back again ; and that if we ultimately fail 
of obtaining such great salvation as that 
which is offered to us through Jesus Christ, 
the fault must be imputed, not to the ex- 
treme rigour of God's justice, but to the wil- 
ful folly of our own obdurate hearts. 
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Romans viii. 9. 



Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christy 

he is none of his. 

The history of every age of man since the 
fall, has both certainly and fatally proved, 
not only that his understanding is too limited 
to comprehend the nature of the Deity, but 
also that he is in his own nature so corrupt, 
as to be incapable of forming any idea con- 
cerning God, but by his own special revela- 
tion. It is true that the whole face of crea- 
tion bears the impression of the image of a 
Deity; and his existence is proclaimed as 
well by those marvellous works whose 
" voices are heard" in every nation, in " every 
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speech, and in every language " as by the 
secret and conscious whisperings of our own 
hearts. Yet the most superficial glance at 
the history of the world will suffice to show, 
that in every age, and among every people, 
there has existed the grossest ignorance con- 
cerning the true nature of God ; except only 
where he has been pleased to permit the 
light of revelation to dispel the gloom : for 
whether we consider the mythology of the 
more refined heathens of ancient history, or 
that of the less instructed pagans of the pre- 
sent day, what a mass of inconsistency and 
absurdity do they present, when compared 
with that simple, yet exalted system, which 
bids us behold in the Deity the mysterious 
combination of a Creator, a Redeemer, and a 
Sanctifier to the righteous; but a terrible 
and avenging judge to the sinner and the 
ungodly ? 

It is to the dispensation revealed in the 
gospel, that Christians owe their knowledge 
of God ; it is through his free mercy, who, 
though we had forsaken him, yet did not 
abandon us ; that we have the power of call- 
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iDg upon his holy name, and are assured that 
there is One, and One only, by whom, and 
through whom, we may receive health and 
salvation and everlasting life. 

The same gracious dispensation which re- 
vealed to us the will of God, and provided 
the atonement by which his wrath was ap- 
peased, and we were released from the bond- 
age of sin, makes us also thoroughly ac- 
quainted with the corruption of our own 
nature, and our total incapacity either of 
resisting evil, or of doing any good or ac- 
ceptable service, without the Spirit of Christ 
abiding in and working with us. It teaches 
us, that the transgression of our first parents 
has entailed its curse upon all their descen- 
dants ; that we are therefore by nature born 
in sin, the bond-slaves of Satan, and heirs of 
the wrath and indignation of God : that if 
left to follow the bias of our own propensi- 
ties, we shall be inevitably carried along the 
steep and downward path that leads to ever- 
lasting destruction ; and shows us that since 
" that which is born of the flesh is flesh," ^ 

^ John iii. 6. 
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we are therefore by birth necessarily encom- 
passed with all the frailties and in6rmitiesof 
human nature, which are altogether ofifensive 
to the purity and holiness of God. But by 
the dispensation of the Gospel " we are 
washed, we are sanctified, we are justiiied 
in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the 
Spirit of our God."' "We are buried with 
Christ by baptism into death ;" and " the 
old man is crucified with him, that the body 
of sin might be destroyed."^ Thus anew 
being is given to us ; we are renovated, and 
restored to the Lriglilness of the image of 
God, in which man was first created ; 
made partakers of privileges unknown ' 
Adam even in his state of innocence: 
are the adopted children of God, members e 
Christ's body, and inheritors of the kingdosQ 
of heaven. 

Such are the advantages derived to 
from the Gospel, and the privileges obtainet 
for us by baptism. But are those advai 
tages and those privileges preserved 
maintained by all who are admitted to theml 
« 1 Cor.vi. a. s Rom. vi. 4, ( 
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Are there none who forfeit them by want of 
faith, or by disobedience? Alas, my bre- 
thren, who can say that he has not more than 
once made himself the child of wrath ; and 
renounced the glorious inheritance procured 
for him by Christ ? Who is there among those 
who profess and call' themselves Christians, 
whose life does not present one long and me- 
lancholy catalogue of breaches of his bap- 
tismal vow ? Who is there that can boast 
that he has truly the Spirit of Christ, that he 
'' walks as a child of the light,"* "not after 
the flesh, but after the Spirit?"* On the 
contrary, how vast is the number of those 
who are more ignorant of true holiness, more 
utterly involved in the darkness of sin, than 
even they who never receive the light of the 
gospel ; and who therefore, though called to 
the marriage feast by baptism, yet having 
thrown aside the wedding garment in which 
they were then clothed ; have thereby cast 
out the Spirit of Christ from their hearts, 
and can no longer be said to be his ! 

Now as the expression of " being none.i 

* Eph. V. 8. * Rom. viii. I, . 
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his/' as used in the text, implies, if duly con- 
sidered and properly understood, a very 
fearful and appalling judgment ; no less than 
that of being rejected from among the disci- 
ples of Christ, of being expelled from the 
members of his body, and, by a necessary 
consequence, discarded as children of God 
and disinherited from the kingdom of hea- 
ven ; we will endeavour, in the following diis- 
course, to explain what is to be understood 
by having the Spirit of Christ, as well as 
how that Spirit is to be obtained ; and con- 
clude by laying down some rules for the 
examination of our hearts, with a view to 
ascertain if we really have it abiding in us. 

First then ; it is necessary to understand, 
that the Spirit of Christ and the Spirit 
of God, mean one and the same thing: 
for we find them used as synonymous terms 
in various parts of the New Testament. In 
the verse of which the text forms the con- 
clusion, they are both taken in the same 
sense. " But ye are not in the flesh, but in 
the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God 
dwell in you. Now if any man have not the 
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Spirit of Christ, he is none of his." Again 
to the Philippians the same apostle says, 
" For I know that this shall turn to my sal- 
vation through your prayer, and the supply 
of the Spirit of Jesus Christ."^ And to the 
Galatians, " God hath sent forth the Spirit 
of his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, 
Father."^ And St. Peter mentions the Spi- 
rit of Christ as having been the means by 
which the prophets received their inspira- 
tion. ® Christ himself, speaks of sending 
the Holy Ghost as of his own authority; 
and hence the Nicene Creed very properly 
asserts, that the Holy Ghost proceedeth from 
the Son as well as from the Father ; that is, 
as Christ and the Father are one, ^ so it i& 
one and the same Spirit which emanates from 
both, and which came down upon earth to 
give inspiration to the apostles, and sancti- 
fication to all the elect children of God. 

To have the Spirit of Christ, then, is to be 
under the influence and control of the Holy 
Ghost ; to be guided and directed by him in 

6 Phil. i. 19. 7 Gal. iv. 6. » 1 Pet. i. 10, 1 1. 

9 John X. 30. 
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all our thoughts, words and actions ; to be 
restrained by his grace from sin, to be for- 
warded and instigated by liis aspirations to 
works of righteousness ; to be comforted and 
supported by him in our troubles and afflic- 
tions ; to be endowed with a spirit of meek- 
ness and entire resignation to the will of our 
heavenly Father. It is to have the love of 
God abiding in our hearts ; not a cold and 
formal principle, nor yet a visionary and 
romantic feeling, but a fixed, settled and 
rational, yet ardent and influential affection ; 
it is to understand and know the will of 
God, and to understand and know it in such 
a manner, as to feel zealous to perform it 
faithfully, sincerely, and diligently : it is, in 
short, to be made wise unto salvation ; not 
wise " in the words which man's wis- 
dom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost 
teachetli" — for " the natural man receivetli 
not the things of the Spirit of God : for they 
are foolishness to him ; neither can he know 
them, because they are spiritually discerrted,"' 
Human wisdom, alas ! is but a feeble means 
' 1 Cor. ii. 13, 14. 
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of attaining to the knowledge and under- 
standing of heavenly things ; human reason, 
unaided and unassisted by the divine grace, 
serves but to make visible the darkness and 
impotence of our own intellectual powers ; 
as has been too fully proved by the lament* 
able shipwreck of their faith which many 
have made, who have been counted wise and 
learned, according to the value which the 
world sets upon wisdom ; whose minds have 
been capacious enough to embrace the 
widest fields of human learning, acute 
enough to penetrate the deepest sciences, 
and powerful enough to drag to light the 
most hidden mysteries of nature ; yet, for 
want of the " teaching of the Holy Ghost,*' 
have been utterly incapable of "receiving 
the things of the Spirit of God," have there- 
fore rejected them as foolishness, and have 
thereby become aliens from the flock, and 
outcasts from the vineyard of Christ. 

But they who, influenced by the Spirit of 
Christ, mistrust their own natural powers, 
and resort with deep humility and fervent 
prayer to the real fount of wisdom and 
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knowledge, are sure to have their minds so 
enlightened and instructed, as to be made 
acquainted with all things essential to their 
salvation. To. them there may be mysteries 
hard to be understood, but there is nothinor 
hard to be believed in the word of God . They 
know that finite comprehensions can never 
grasp infinitude ; that there is even now be- 
fore their eyes a glass through which they 
see imperfectly, but which shall one day be 
removed, and they shall then be made to 
know, even as they are known. There is 
ever, in the spiritualized Christian, a sim- 
plicity and integrity of heart, a soundness of 
judgment, and a rational frame and temper 
of mind, which enables him to compare accu- 
rately his own condition with that of Him 
who has revealed his will to him ; or, rather 
I should say, he is conscious that no com- 
parison can be made between a creature of 
the dust, and the Eternal Being who formed 
him out of it. Acting under this feeling, he 
is enabled to discern the good from the evil, 
to choose the one and to refuse the, other; 
he knows that if God is enveloped in clouds 
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of mystery, yet that those clouds form no 
obstruction to the beams of his mercy, which, 
piercing through them, illumine the whole 
creation ; and therefore his love of God be- 
comes such, as to inspire every thought, and 
animate every action of his life; therefore 
does he submit himself cheerfully to the 
guidance of his will, and the disposal of his 
providence ; therefore is his faith so firm and 
assured, that he waits with patience for his 
salvation, knowing that '' He leadeth him in 
the paths of righteousness, and though he 
walk through the valley of the shadow of 
death, he need fear no evil : for God is with 
him ; his rod and his staff they comfort him.*' 
He feels that " his goodness and mercy shall 
follow him all the days of his life/' and looks 
forward with joyful hope and certain con- 
fidence, to the time when " he shall dwell 
in the house of the Lord for ever." * 

Such are the views and such are the feel- 
ings of those who have the Spirit of Christ ; 
and these he accounts as his — his own, his 
flock which the Father hath given him ; the 

• Ps. xxiii. 3 — 6. 



208 SERMON X. 

objects of his care, the creatures for wh run 
be mediates and intercedes with his Father 
which is in heaven; whose prayers through 
him shall be beard ; whose sin shall be 
washed by his blood to the purity of wool, 
and to the whiteness of the snow-ilabe as it 
lalts from heaven. 

For be it observed, though Christ died to 
save all men, yet it is but too evident that 
all men will not be saved by him ; thouD;h 
the comprehensive scheme of bis atonement 
embraces the whole of the descendants of 
Adam, yet thousands, by impenitence and 
hardness of heart, exclude themselves from 
the benefits of it ; and therefore not partaking 
of his Spirit, may be truly said to be none of 
his, not to be of the number of his elect, not 
to be of the sheep of his pasture, nor the 
members of his body. No, my brethren, 
those only are Christ's, who by a lively and 
a saving faith, exemplified by a virtuous and 
religious life, prove that they are inspired by 
that Holy Spirit, without which whosoever 
liveth is counted dead before God ; even as 
a member which is cut oft' from the bodv is 
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dead. For as St. Paul tells us, " we are by 
one Spirit baptized into one body," ' and 
" holding of the Head," (which is Christ,) 
" from which all the body by joints and bands 
having nonrishment niinistered, and knit to- 
gether, increaseth with the increase of God." * 
Hence you perceive, that, aa in the natural 
body, all the vital influences are derived 
from the head ; by which every member 
receives life and nourishment; and that if 
one limb be separated so as to be cut off 
from those influences. It perishes and is no 
longer a part of the body. Thus in the spi- 
ritual body, or community of Christ, his Spirit 
diffuses its vital influences to every member 
of that community ; but if any one member 
be cut off, so as to lose the benefit of the 
Spirit, it no longer belongs to the body of 
which Christ is the head. And this doctrine 
is confirmed by other passages of scripture 
also ; for St. John says, " Hereby we know 
that he abideth in us, by the Spirit which he 
bath given us ;" * and " hereby we know that 

1 Cor. sii. 13. * Col. ii. 19. 

« 1 John iii. 24. 
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we dwell in him, and he in US| because he hath 
given us of his Spirit;'*^ and thus, by the in- 
dwelling of the Spirit, our bodies are made 
" the temples of the Holy Ghost,'* ^ and we 
become the property of him who sends his 
Spirit into our hearts. And again, by the 
same Spirit, we become the children of God 
and inheritors of the kingdom of heaven, 
according to the words of the apostle to the 
Romans, which assure us that '* we have re- 
ceived the Spirit of adoption, whereby we 
cry, Abba, Father. The Spirit itself bearing 
witness with our spirit, that we are the chil- 
dren of God : and if children, then heirs ; 
heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ." ^ 
Hence, then, arises the distinction between 
those who are truly Christ's, and those who 
are not ; which distinction shall be made 
known at the last day before men and angels, 
when Christ shall claim his own, and cast 
the aliens into outer darkness, where there 
shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
Such, then, being: the case, you will all 

6 I John IV. 13. T I Cor. vi. 19; 

® Rom. viii. 15 — 17. 
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pferceive and clearly understand, my brethren, 
the importance of having the Spirit of Christ, 
that you may be his both here and hereafter ; 
that you mayl enjoy that blessed peace which 
none but the Christian Comforter, even the 
Spirit of trutlj, can give in this world ; that 
you may be certain of that everlasting rest 
which Christ has provided for his saints and 
obedient followers in the world to come. 

We come next to consider, then, how this 
Spirit is to be attained : for although it is 
given of the free grace of God, and given to 
those only to whom he chooses to impart it ; 
yet, since Christ died for the salvation of all 
mankind, and has promised his grace to all 
who are willing to receive and profit by it, 
there is no doubt but that all men have the 
power of attaining to it. 

I do not now dwell upon the importance 
and necessity of the Christian sacraments to 
this end ; first, because it would carry me to 
a length inconsistent with the time at present 
allotted to me ; and secondly, because I take 
it for granted that all sincere Christians, 
such as, I trust, are those whom I now am 
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addressing, are willing to allow that obe- 
dience to the commands of Christ, even in the 
most arbitrary points, is essential to the pre- 
servation of our title to being his members. 
I shall confine myself, therefore, to a brief 
consideration of those qualities by which the 
sacraments themselves are rendered effectual 
as a means of grace. 

The first of these qualities, then, is faith ; 
faith, not only in the existence of a supreme 
Being, not only in the sublime mystery by 
which we are taught to see in that one Being 
the three several persons of a Creator, a 
Redeemer, and a Sanctifier ; but faith, also, 
in the promises which he has graciously 
made ta us— faith of so lively and sincere a 
nature, as shall lead us to rely upon his grace 
alone as a means of performing his will, and 
make us earnestly strive with every power 
we have, to avail ourselves of that grace, and 
become sincere and zealous, though even at 
the best, perhaps, but imperfect servants. 

And faith, if it be sincere, and truly evan- 
gelical in its nature, will be the foundation, 
the root and parent stock of all other 
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Christian graces : from hence will spring a 
lively and cheering hope that shall gladden 
our hearts, and 6ourish with a green and un- 
fading verdure even in the winter of our 
days : hence, too, will be generated that sin- 
cere and fervent charity that seeks to impart 
its own blessings and its own happiness to 
all around it ; thus verifying the song of the 
blessed angels, by bringing peace on earth, 
and good will towards men ; thus verifying, 
too, the words of our Saviour himself, by 
establishing the kingdom of God in our own 
breasts.^ 

But in order to this, our hearts must be 
purified and cleansed by repentance ; we 
must learn to abhor and detest our former 
selves, to weep bitterly for our sins, to de- 
plore the many offences we have committed 
against the kind parent who would retain us 
in constant obedience, who desireth not the 
death of a sinner, but rather that he should 
turn from his wickedness and live. We can- 
not have faith while we continue in sin, we 
cannot indulge in hope while our lives are 

9 Luke xvil. 21. 
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polluted by wickedness, neither can we enter- 
lain any sincere love to God, or charity to 
men, while there is iniquity in our hearts. 

But yet you will say, and you will say with 
truth, that all these things are the fruits of the 
Spirit ; that faith, and hope, and charity, and 
repentance, are wrought by the operation of 
the Holy Ghost, and cannot be engendered in 
our hearts without his grace. Therefore, my 
brethren, you must pray, pray fervently, pray 
earnestly, pray with affectionate but unwea- 
ried importunity ; despair not, if you do nut 
at once obtain what you seek, but continue 
instant in your intreaties, pursue the holy 
task without wearying, and be assured that 
"in due season you shall reap if you faint 
not." ' Etfectual and fervent prayer has in 
itself a natural tendency to produce thos 
very virtues that we seek; it warms our 
hearts, intiames our desires, and kindles in 
U3 so holy and ardent a zeal for religion, that 
it must at length bring down the Comforter 
from heaven, and pour into our souls that 
balm of celestial peace, which God alone can 
> GbI. vi. 9. 
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give, and of which our own misconduct can 
alone deprive us. 

Would you then know how to ascertain 
when you truly have the Spirit of Christ 
abiding in you ? — The tree, my brethren, is 
known by its fruit, and "the fruit of the 
Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, 
gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, tem- 
perance/' * Above all, you must have such 
a love of God, that shall supersede every 
other affection. Abraham proved his faith by 
a ready acquiescence in the command of God, 
to sacrifice even his only, his dearly -beloved 
Son ; — and Christ has told us, that " whoso- 
ever loveth father or mother, (or son or 
daughter,) more than him, is not worthy of 
him/* ^ Alas ! how many are there who love 
not only their earthly connexions, but their 
worldly pleasures, their worldly vanities, 
aye, their sins and carnal desires, more than 
Christ ? If, then, you are not ready to forego 
every affection, every darling passion, every 
unholy indulgence ; if you cannot resolve to 

2 Gal. V. 22. » Matt. x. 37. 
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give up your enjoyments, your comforts, and 
your very lives, for the sake of Christ, you 
" have not his Spirit, and you are none of 
his/* 

But if you have the Spirit of Christ, you 
will " mortify the deeds of the body," * and 
strive to " bring forth fruits worthy of repent- 
ance."* Your treasure will be in heaven, 
your earnest longing will be after God ; even 
'* as the hart panteth after the water brooks, 
so will your souls pant after God ; your 
souls will thirst for God, even for the living 
God," and for the time "when you shall 
come to appear before him;"^ being assured 
that as you have a Comforter on earth, so 
have you also an Advocate in heaven, who 
is making continual intercession for you at 
the right hand of the Father. As you fear 
no evil here, knowing that God is with yon, 
and the light of his countenance is ever 
shining upon you, so will you look forward 
without doubt or fear to an hereafter, knowing 

♦ Rom. viii. 13. ^ Luke iii. 8, 

6 Ps. xlii. 1, 2. 
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that then you will attain the consummation 
of all your hopes, and be received into the 
fulness of that joy which is in the presence 
of him who sitteth upon the throne from 
everlasting to everlasting. 
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IsAiAU Ivii. 21. 



lliere is no peace, saith my God^ to the 

wicked. 

Isaiah may properly be called the harbinger 
of the gospel. The whole of his prophecies 
present a distant, though bright and certain, 
prospect of that salvation, which, through 
tlie merciful dispensation of God, was or- 
dained, from the foundation of the world, to 
be brought down from heaven by Jesus 
Christ. To the people of the Lord he speaks 
comfort ; to the Gentiles, who sate in dark- 
ness and the shadow of death, he promises 
light, and life, and the revelation of the glory 
of God. The acts of mercy which the 
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Messiah was to perform, he distinctly enu- 
merates ; proclaiming healing to the sick, 
sight to the blind, strength to the lame, and 
speech to the dumb : he promises peace to 
the afflicted, and pardon to the repentant 
sinner. Nor is this all ; he further foretells 
the establishment of the kingdom of the 
Messiah ; — that glorious kingdom of love 
and peace which shall be perfected when 
** he shall have put all enemies undfer his 
feet;"^ when "the Lord God shall have 
given him the throne of his father David/' 
upon which '* he shall reign over the house 
of Jacob for ever." ^ 

Such is the general tenor of the prophecies 
of Isaiah. In the chapter before us, he de- 
tails the particular mercies of God towards 
the humble and penitent; assuring them 
that " He who dwelleth in the high and holy 
place, will revive the spirit of the humble, 
and revive the heart of the contrite ones ; 
that he will not contend for ever nor be 
always wroth." That is, that high as he is 
exalted above heaven and earth, though he 

» ICor. XV. 25. « Luke i. 32, 33. 

L 2 
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inhabiteth eternity^ and dwelleth in the high 
and holy place, yet does he not disdain to 
converse with the lowly and meek, and such 
as humble themselves under his hand ; the 
()urdeu of whose sins he will remove, and 
whose drooping and contrite spirit he will 
revive : that he hath compassion upon the 
work of his hands, and dealeth not with men 
according to the rigour of his justice, but 
will, upon their renouncing their sins, cease 
from his anger and let go his wrath ; that 
he will heal the penitent, and '^ lead him 
also, and restore comforts to him and to his 
mourners." ** Peace," exclaims the inspired 
prophet—" peace to him that is afar off, and 
to him that is near, saith the Lord, and I will 
heal him"— peace to the Gentiles, who were 
far removed by sin and transgression from 
God ; — peace to the Jew, whom he had re- 
tained near him till the gracious purpose of 
redemption should be accomplished by Jesus 
Christ, through whom, as St. Paul says in 
reference to this text, both Jew and Gentile 
" have access by one Spirit to the Father."' 

3 Eph. ii. 18. 
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Yet, while these joyful hopes and glorious 
promises are held out to the humble and 
penitent; while the prophecies teem with 
blessed expectation, and the gospel gives the 
full assurance of peace, and pardon, and 
eternal life to those who turn unto the Lord; 
who loathing the vile husks of sin upon 
which they have been feeding, come back to 
their Father's arms, and cast themselves 
upon his mercy — awful indeed, and tenfold 
awful, is the sentence denounced against the 
careless and impenitent ; against such as re- 
fuse to hear the voice of the charmer, and, 
like the deaf adder, stop their ears aigainst 
warning and admonition — who, hardened in 
sin, or reckless of religious impressions, and 
living without God in the world, are there- 
fore termed in scripture, the wicked. " But 
the wicked are like the troubled sea when it 
cannot rest, whose waters cast up mire and 
dirt ; — there is no peace, saith my God, to 
the wicked." 

The text, then, contains an awful admo- 
nition to us, Christian brethren, to make a 
profitable use of the blessings revealed in 
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the gospel, and so to regulate our conduct, 
that we fail not finally to attain them : that 
while we cherish a sincere and lively faith in 
Christ, acknowledging that we have neither 
peace nor salvation but through his merits — 
we do not so blindly rely upon those merits, 
as to suppose that they are absolute and un- 
conditional ; that we are to let Christ alone 
work out our salvation, and lay no hand upon 
the plough ourselves ; that his sorrowful 
pilgrimage upon earth, his agony and travail 
of soul, his cruel humiliation and most-pain- 
ful death, were endured that we might sit at 
ease, taking no part in his sorrows, no share 
in the pains and labour of the Christian 
warfare. Christ, indeed, came to bring re- 
demption to the sinner, but he came also to 
call the sinner to repentance; and he who 
refuses to obey that call, can hope for no 
benefit from his sacrifice and atonement. 
** The Redeemer is come to Zion ;" but he is 
come to those alone " that turn from trans- 
gression."* 

While, then, the gospel promises pardon 

* Isa. lix. 20. 
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and peace to the repentant sinner, it assures 
uis with equal certainty, that "there is no 
peace to the wicked ;" — it is a sentence not 
merely derived from the opinions and expe- 
rience of men, but denounced in the most 
solemn manner by God himself — ** There is 
no peace, saith my Godj to the wicked." 

To the consideration of these words, bre- 
thren, and to ascertaining who may be pro- 
perly ranked under the designation of the 
wicked, as well as to inquiring into the na- 
ture of that peace which the gospel denies to 
them, but promises to the faithful in Christ 
Jesus, we will devote the time at present 
allotted to us ; and may the grace of God 
be so bestowed both upon the preacher and 
the hearers, that we may all equally profit ; 
and, by avoiding the paths of unrighteous- 
ness, obtain that " peace of God which 
passeth all understanding, and which shall 
keep our hearts and minds in the knowledge 
and love of God and of his Son Jesus Christ 
our Lord.'* 

It is unfortunate that the term wicked, as 
used in scripture, is seldom correctly under- 
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stood, or taken (as it always ought to be) 
in its most extensive acceptation. We are 
too apt to imagine, that by the wicked and 
impenitent, are implied only gross and fla- 
grant sinners; men whom the world itself 
holds in abhorrence, as violators of those 
laws by which the interests of society are 
preserved. Now common observation, as 
well as the general language of scripture, 
assures us, that the number of the wicked 
far exceeds that of the righteous ; yet were 
we to limit the former to the professed liber- 
tine, the drunkard, the profaner of God's 
holy name, the robber, and the murderer, it 
is to be charitably hoped that we should find 
the case reversed, and the number of the 
good far exceed the bad. How then is this 
to be reconciled ? The fact is, as few are 
entirely reprobate, and none completely 
virtuous — as nearly every wicked man has 
some redeeming qualities in the eyes of the 
world, and no righteous man is without sin 
in the sight of God, we must conclude that 
the scale is gradual, from the highest degree 
of moral excellence, to the lowest pitch of 
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guilt ; and it would be almost impossible to 
ascertaia where to draw the line of separation 
between the righteous and the wicked, did 
not the scriptures afford us a rule, by show- 
ing that righteousness can be imputed to no 
man but through Jesus Christ, and by faith 
in him : and therefore we infer, that an active 
and vigorous exercise of that faith, a diligent 
cultivation of the fruits it ought to produce 
in our hearts, and an entire but humble de- 
pendence upon the merits of our Redeemer, 
united with a sincere endeavour to do his 
will, constitute the only means by wliich we 
can claim an exemption from the class of the 
wicked. Let us then endeavour, Christian 
brethren, to apply this standard to ourselves, 
by asking our hearts whether we have that 
lively faith in Christ, that humble sense of 
our own unworthiness, that sincere desire to 
walk in obedience to his commands. If we 
think we have, let us prove it by further 
asking, if we act up to the principles required 
by the gospel, by striving to lead a holy and 
an upright life; — whether our religious du- 
ties are performed from a thorough conviction 
L 5 
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of their importance^ and an anxiety to please 
our Maker; or merely from the force of 
habit, and a wish to preserve a decent ap- 
pearance in the world ? Do we avail our- 
selves of every opportunity that offers to 
attend the public worship of God ? Do we 
constantly pour forth in our chambers the 
effusions of hearts overflowing with love, 
with gratitude and contrition ? Do we, each 
day ^before we engage in the business of life, 
beseech the Almighty ^* to prevent us in all 
our doings with his most gracious favour, 
and further us with his continual help ?" Do 
we at night call upon Him who is our only 
protector, to shield us from danger during 
the hours of darkness ? Are we careful that 
our families are instructed in their duty to 
God, and assembled at stated hours of the 
day for the purpose of devotion? Are 
we charitable to the utmost extent of the 
means which God has given us? Do we 
seek for the poor, the sick, the widow, and 
the orphan, with the view of relieving their 
necessities and soothing their affliction^? 
Do we " rejoice with them that do rejoice, 
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and weep with them that weep ?" ^ Are we 
careful to preserve our bodies in temperance, 
soberness, and chastity? Are we true 
and just in all our dealings, not merely 
in the letter, but to the full spirit of the in- 
junction? Finally, are we in charity with 
all mankind ? Is there no feeling of envy, 
hatred, or malice, lurking in our hearts ? — no 
sentiment of dislike, no desire of revenge 
against those who may have offended us ? — 
and are we willing to make every atonement 
in our power for the injuries, which through 
heedlessness and warmth of temper, we may 
have inflicted upon the person or feelings of 
our neighbour ? If our hearts can answer 
satisfactorily to these questions, (and they 
should be often and habitually asked) — then 
we may have hope in Christ, that we shall 
be included among those who will be ac- 
counted righteous through him. 

And think not, brethren, that this is taking 
too strict an account of the case ; what I have 
now enumerated is but a very imperfect view 
of what the gospel requires of us — to detail 
which at length would occupy the time of 

^ Rom. xii. 15. 
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many discourses. It is indeed one of the 
greatest obstacles which stands in the way 
of the salvation of the generality of mankind, 
that they are apt to entertain too high a no- 
tion of their Christian liberty, and to fancy 
the task they have to perform is one which 
requires but little labour and perseverance. 
It is true that the yoke of the gospel is easy 
and its burden light ; but it is so, only be- 
cause, if we set about our task with a sincere 
desire to accomplish it, we are assured of 
the grace and assistance of the Holy Spirit, 
to remove every difficulty, and endue us 
with strength to overcome the world, the 
flesh, and the devil. Still, the work which 
the Christian has to perform, is one which 
requires constant labour and unwearied vigi- 
lance ; and St, Paul has ably summed up the 
difficulties of our spiritual warfare, by telling 
us, that " we wrestle not against flesh and 
blood, but against principalities, against 
powers, against the rulers of the darkness 
of this world, against spiritual wickedness 
in high places."^ Therefore we cannot 
but perceive how highly important it is, 

6 Epb. vi. 12. 



SERMON XI. 229 

that amidst all the temptations which sur- 
round us, amidst the scorn and mockery 
of the world, amidst the unceasing efforts of 
our adversary the devil, we should manfully 
grapple with our foes, and be ever " stedfast, 
unmoveable, and always abounding in the 
work of the Lord,"^ 

From what has been said, it will be clear, 
that the epithet of the prophet in the text is 
not to be confined to the more flagrant vio- 
lators of the law of God ; but is to be ex- 
tended to all who have not a lively faith in 
Christ, coupled with an earnest and sincere 
endeavour to obey his commands : for even 
a neglect of frequent and devout meditation 
upon holy things, and a languid performance 
of our duty, are as offensive in the sight of 
God as actual guilt. We are not to satisfy 
ourselves with not being as other men are, 
unjust, extortioners, adulterers, but we are 
to strive to be what the gospel requires ; and 
striving, we shall daily and hourly draw 
nearer to that excellence we are commanded 
to emulate ; so that the time will at length 
arrive when all our remaining impurities 

7 1 Cor. XV. 58. 
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shall be cleansed away, and we shall be 
made perfect in righteousness through him, 
who though he knew no sin, yet was made 
sin for us. 

Having thus explained the meaning of the 
text as far as regards the designation of the 
wicked; we will now proceed to consider 
briefly the nature of that peace which the 
sinner forfeits, but which is even now largely 
bestowed upon the righteous, and is laid up 
in richer store for them hereafter. 

In order then to understand what the 
peace of the gospel is, we must observe this 
general principle : that it has no respect to 
the world that now is, but only to that which 
is to come : it is not derived from the thinffs 
which are seen, but from the things which 
are unseen. The treasure of the Christian 
being in heaven, there is no power in present 
events to disturb his repose : in prosperity 
he is never elated, in adversity he is never 
cast down. Are wealth and rank his por- 
tion ? he is never inflated with pride. Is 
poverty or an humble station assigned to 
him ? he learns therewith to be content, and 
eats his bread with singleness of heart, wait- 
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ing cheerfully and patiently for the time 
which shall exalt him to a kingdom eternal 
in the heavens. In whatever sphere of life 
he is placed, the first object of the Christian 
is to walk with God by day, and to rest 
under his protection by night ; to have his 
lamp always trimmed, and his light burning; 
that at whatever hour the bridegroom may 
come, he may be prepared to meet him. 
Thus in the possession of a tranquil con- 
science, fervent in spirit and rejoicing in 
hope, the Christian enjoys that peace which 
is only to be found under the cover of those 
wings, which are a shadow from the heat 
and a refuge from the storm. 

Here then let us learn to distinguish be- 
tween that peace which Christ bequeathed 
to his disciples and followers on the one 
hand ; and, on the other, the apathy of the 
hardened sinner, or the scarcely less dan- 
gerous lethargy into which the world lulls 
its votaries ; leading them to imagine that 
though their sins be numerous, yet they are 
not flagrant, and the mercy of God being in- 
finite, he will scarcely take account of them. 
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To the latter of these delusions, as arising 
from that species of wickedness which we 
have hitherto been chiefly considering, I shall 
at present direct your attention. Besides, 
the class of abandoned sinners, (as I have 
before observed,) it is to be hoped is com- 
paratively small ; but numerous, far too nu- 
merous, is the tribe of easy moralists, who, 
conscious of no gross violation of those laws 
by which the bond of society is preserved, 
have nevertheless but very vague and indis- 
tinct notions of religion ; and content them- 
selves with sailing smoothly on, perfectly 
satisfied if they have given no open offence 
to man, but very indifferent as to whether 
they have done all they ought to do to render 
themselves acceptable to God. But shall 
this kind of self-satisfaction be ranked as the 
peace which God gives to the Christian — 
the peace which passeth all understanding — 
the peace which the world can neither give 
nor take away ? O no, my brethren ; would 
you experience that pure, that calm, that 
holy tranquillity which dwells in the bo- 
som of the true disciple of Jesus, (and it 
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can only be thoroughly understood by those 
who have experienced it,) you must not 
rashly and presumptuously depend upon the 
mercy of God — ^you must not flatter your- 
selves that your errors, and what you are 
pleased to call your infirmities, will appear 
venial in his sight : that you have numerous 
virtues — that you have done a thousand 
good actions to counterbalance your faults. 
God is a God of justice, and to stand in his 
presence, man must be free from the most 
trifling faults ; nay, he must be perfect even 
as He is perfect. Here then is an alarming 
obstacle to the peace of the worldly-minded 
man ; show him what he truly is, and wliat 
God truly is ; and he will see in himself a 
wretched, trembling criminal, arraigned at 
the bar of a Judge so terrible and impartial, 
that even what he has considered as light 
and trivial errors, must fall under the sen- 
tence of his everlasting condemnation. How 
then, you will ask, is the peace of the gospel 
to be attained ? for who is free from faults, 
nay what soul is unpolluted by sin? and 
who shall stand before the face of him who 
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musty in the infinitude of his justice, con- 
demn every soul that sinneth? Brethren, 
let the beloved disciple of our Saviour an- 
swer the question — " If any man sin, we 
have an advocate with the Father, and he is 
the propitiation for our sins/'® By the 
justice of God all the world must be con- 
demned—but by the mercy of God, he has 
permitted his only Son to be our intercessor, 
our mediator, our propitiation. Peace then 
— the peace of the gospel is not to be 
attained by the too common cry that God is 
merciful, and our sins are venial — God is 
just, and whatever savours of sin must fall 
under his condemnation. But it is through 
Christ alone that you can acquire it. Chris- 
tian brethren. To him then you muist ap- 
peal ; to the Lamb that was slain — to the 
victim that has expiated your sins with his 
most precious blood you must resort, in the 
hope that he will intercede to obtain your 
pardon and seal your peace with his heavenly 
Father. Through him we have access to 
the mercy of God — through him we can 

8 1 John ii. 1,2. 
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come boldly to the throne of grace, and 
plead the general act of amnesty that has 
passed through his sole merits. But, bre- 
thren, if you would so plead, you must come 
with the bitter tears of repentance — with the 
agonies of a contrite and remorseful spirit. 
O believe me, in the very bitterness of those 
tears there is peace — in the intensity of that 
agony there is consolation, there is hope ! 

Say, my once erring, but now penitent 
sisters, have not the tears of a contrite spi* 
rit descended as the gentle dew of Hermon, 
with healing balm upon your souls ? Have 
not the agonies of a broken and repentant 
heatt been followed by a holy calm, that has 
been doubly grateful when contrasted with 
those scenes of tumultuous guilt, which you 
once, perhaps, imagined the only source of 
pleasure ? Yet was there peace even in the 
brightest hours of those delusive joys ? was 
there peace to the soul when rioting in the 
excess of unhallowed and forbidden indul- 
gence? You then knew not God. You 
could have no foretaste of the joys of heaven 
— it may be you never thought of hell, so as 
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to disturb your enjoyments with the antici- 
pations of a dreadful hereafter. Yet was 
there peace in those few moments of retire- 
ment, when reflection must have forced itself 
upon youy and presented the uncertain and 
dismal prospect of a provision for the mor- 
row only to be procured by reiterated guilt 
— ^the certain prospect of utter destitution 
when the charms of youth should have fled, 
and your employers, even more sinful than 
yourselves, should have deserted you ? Had 
you then peace, my poor sisters, when you 
were wicked ? But is there not now peace 
in the seclusion of these walls, where you 
have dedicated yourselves to a new, a holy, 
and a religious life ? where you are learning 
to " grow in grace, and in the knowledge of 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ ?" ^ Is 
there not now peace when, by the care and 
instruction of your kind benefactors, a pros- 
pect is opened before you of future respecta- 
bility and comfort in this life, terminated by 
the glorious certainty of a blessed immor- 
tality, through the merits of him who died 

9 2 Pet. iii. 18. 
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for your salvation ? Oh ! learn, I beseech 
you, to think of that dear Redeemer, who 
has snatched you as brands from the burn- 
ing ; who looked upon each of you in the 
wildest moments of your sad career, and said, 
^ This soul shall not die !' who sent his 
Holy Spirit to fetch you home to his flock ; to 
chasten you with the rod of affliction; to com- 
fort you with the assurance of pardon. Think 
upon him with unfeigned and fervent love ; 
with warm, unceasing gratitude ; think upon 
him with such a steady, sincere and well- 
grounded faith — such a firm reliance upon 
his promises of grace and assistance, as shall 
serve to protect you from the dangers to 
which you may be exposed. For you are 
still in the spring time of life, and must 
again mingle with the world. Many years 
may yet be allotted to you here, and 
during those years temptation will never 
cease. The Christian's life is one of con- 
tinued trial and warfare, nor is it till the 
moment when the time of his departure is at 
hand, that he can say with the good apostle 
— " I have fought the good fight, I have 
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finished my course, I have kept the faith : 
henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of 
righteousness, which the Lord the righteous 
Judge shall give me at that day." ^ O then, 
my sisters, beware of the allurements of the 
world when you again enter it — ^let not the 
devil come and take away the good seed that 
has been sown in your hearts, and nip in the 
bud the fair blossoms of piety and virtue 
that are beginning to expand in your breasts. 
But continue instant in prayer — ^pray fer- 
vently, pray earnestly, pray without ceasing. 
A pious divine has given us this good ad- 
vice : — '' Leave not off praying, for either 
praying will make you leave off sinning, or 
sinning will make you leave off praying."* 
My sisters, you have left off sinning— (0 
may it not be for a season only !)— leave not, 
then, off praying — for one instant's laying 
aside of that shield and anchor of the soul, 
may again expose you to the attacks of your 
subtle enemy, cause you to be again tossed 
upon the turbulent ocean of guilt, and finally 

1 2 Tim. iv. 7, 8. 

2 See the Rev. J. Seed's Second Sermon on Praj^er. 
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cast upon the rocks of everlasting destruc- 
tion : for remember the solemn warning of 
St. Peter — " If after you have escaped the 
pollutions of thev^rorld through the knowledge 
of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, you are 
again entangled therein, and overcome ; the 
latter end is worse with you than the begin- 
nmg. ' 

And you, my Christian brethren, if there 
be one among you who has ever sought his 
pleasure in the wreck of female innocence — 
O let him learn the extent of his horrible 
crime, and repent ere the judgment comes 
upon him which is reserved for all those 
who lead astray the lambs of Christ ! For 
if there be one in the world more guilty 
than another ; if there be one to whom the 
peace of the gospel shall be denied both here 
and hereafter, it is the deliberate destroyer 
of female virtue ; who, worse even than the 
murderer, that kills the body, and after that 
has no more evil that he can do — seeks, by 
his vile arts, to plunge both body and soul 
into the torments of hell. But God grant, I 

3 2 Pet. ii. 20. 
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may not be addressing even one such in this 
assembly ! 

Yet among you, my younger brethren, 
there may be some, who, led astray by the 
indulgence which the world criminally allows 
to our sex, are pursuing a course of guilty 
enjoyment, thinking little of the sin, thinking 
even less of its dreadful consequences, 
pause for a moment — let reflection usurp 
the place of passion, and teach you to con- 
sider the miserable effects of your miscon< 
duct. Could you know the real state, 
behold the too commonly wretched end of the 
unhappy partners of your guilt — could yovti 
be convinced that those faces which yoHL. 
see decked with smiles and blandishments, 
often cover a heait torn with anguish — a sout 
overwhelmed with shame and remorse ; — , 
could you behold them, after a few shi 
years, sinking under the accumulated mi- 
series of sickness, want, and destitution 
— racked with the pains of bodily disease, 
tortured still more horribly in their souls 
with tiie pangs of despair — without a li 
venly Father to return to — without a Sa- 
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viour to intercede for them — without a Holy 
Spirit to comfort them; untaught even to 
breathe the short prayer of the humble peni- 
tent, — " God be merciful to me a sinner !" — 
dying without faith, without hope and look- 
ing only to exchange a life of wretchedness 
and misery here, for one of eternal wretch- 
edness and misery hereafter : and all this, 
because man has wantonly sacrificed their 
virtue and happiness to his own selfish 
gratification — because a merciless world, in 
its injustice and partiality, has even dared 
to bar the gate of repentance against them, 
and driven them to seek subsistence in the 
wages of infamy and guilt : could you see 
all this, my young brethren, (and believe me 
the picture is neither feigned nor over- 
coloured — thousands of sad living instances 
in this vast metropolis could attest its 
fidelity) would it not check you at once in 
your thoughtless career ? Would it not damp 
the impetuous ardour of your passions — 
would it not bid you turn to your God with 
repentant hearts, and strive to save those 
souls alive, to whose ruin you are now con- 

M 
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tributiDg ? Would you not gladly and cheer- 
fully cast into the treasury of this asylum, 
those sutns which you now lavish upon sin- 
ful pleasures — would you not hasten to 
lend a loan unto the Lord, which he will 
graciously acknowledge at the last day, when 
he shall* point to the redeemed souls who 
stand before him, and say to you, ^^ Inas- 
much as ye have done it unto one of the least 
of these, ye have done it unto ine V* * 

Brethren ! so brief a space is now left me, 
that, in conclusion, I can only entreat you 
all to endeavour, by faith in Christ, by the 
fear of God, by acts of charity and kindness 
to man, to attain that holy peace which it 
has been the purpose of this discourse to 
describe. Happy, indeed, is the soul which 
has acquired it ^— which devotes itself to 
God ; which knows its faults, and is con- 
scious of its demerits ; which believes, and 
is assured, that there is none other name 
under heaven, whereby it can procure par- 
don, and peace, and consolation, and salva- 
tipn, but only the name of our Lord Jesus 

« Matt. XXV. 40. 
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Christ ! Is that soul in affliction ? — Christ 
shall wipe away all tears from its eyes. Is 
i% in pain or sickness ? — the Sun of Righteous- 
ness hath healing on his wings. Is it on the 
bed of death, trembling on the threshold of 
the unknown world ? — ^behold ! it sees the hea- 
vens opened, and the Son of Man standing 
on the right hand of God — it sees those arms 
once stretched upon the cross for its salva* 
tion, now extended to receive it into ever- 
lasting bliss. This, my brethren, is the 
peace of the true Christian ;— this is the 
peace which the wicked, the careless, the 
irreligious can never attain ; — this is the 
peace which the world cannot give. And 
that we may all attain this happy, this blessed 
frame of mind, which no casualties of life, 
no malice of the devil can disturb, may 
God of his infinite mercy grant, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Romans i. 16. 

/ am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ ; for 
it is the power of God unto salvation^ to 
every one that believeth. 

In an assembly of Christians, such a decla- 
ration as that contained in the text would 
appear to be almost superfluous. Who is 
there amongst us, brethren, that, so far from 
being ashamed of the gospel of Christ, has 
not come here for the very purpose of avow- 
ing the contrary — that he is proud of being 
called the disciple of the blessed Jesus, that 
he glories in the cross of Christ, that his 
greatest boast is, that he rests his hopes of 
salvation upon him alone ? 
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At the time, however, when this declara- 
tion was made by the apostle, the gospel 
was struggling against the ignorance, the 
stubbornness, and the prejudices of man- 
kind. The cross of Christ was ** to the Jews 
a stumbling-block, and to the Greeks foolish- 
ness." * The former, wrapt up in their ideas 
of a temporal Prince in the Messiah ; of one 
who should more than restore the splendours 
of the kingdom of David ; and not only re- 
lease them from the Roman yoke, but even 
transfer the empire of the world to themselves 
— could not endure the idea of a suffering 
and crucified Redeemer. Their views were 
so entirely carnal, that they could not give 
to the oracles of God that spiritual interpre- 
tation, which to an humble-minded and 
reflecting people, would naturally have 
suggested itself as most applicable to 
writings dictated by the immediate inspira- 
tion of the Deity, To these feelings must 
be added, a strong jealousy of any innovation 
as to '. their law, which they regarded as a 
permanent institution, having God for its 

i 1 Cor. i, 23, 
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author, and (in their ideas) salvation for its 
end« They could not see in it those defi- 
ciencieSy which plainly showed that it was 
but the shadow of better things to come ; 
that it was a scheme in itself altogether im* 
perfect ; and depended, for all its excellence^ 
not upon any intrinsic merits of its own, but 
upon its final accomplishment in the Messiah 
himself. Therefore it was that the name of 
Jesus and his doctrines— »pure and holy as 
they were— were hateful to them. Therefore 
it was that they crucified the Master, and 
persecuted his followers; therefore they 
endeavoured to suppress the evidence of his 
resurrection, and commanded his disciples, 
on pain of the severest punishment, not to 
preach in his name. 

And as the gospel was thus an object of 
hatred and offence to the Jews, so was it 
also one of contempt to the Greeks or Gen* 
tiles. Accustomed to a religion, derived, as 
they conceived, from the highest antiquity, 
and whose rites were celebrated with the 
greatest pomp and magnificence, the very 
simplicity of the Christian scheme was 
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enough to excite their scorn. Could they 
suppose that all they had hitherto been ac- 
customed to hold sacred was a mere fable — 
that those numerous deities before whom 
they had hitherto bowed down, were the off- 
spring of the heated imaginations of their 
poets ? That instead of these, they were to 
seek for present happiness and future glory 
from the son of a Jewish artisan, who had 
been punished with death as an impostor? 
Was this the channel through which they 
were to attain their elysium ? Was a poor 
wandering Jew, who had not where to lay 
his head during his life, and had died the 
death of a common malefactor, to lead them 
to salvation — to open to them the gate of 
everlasting life? They revolted from the 
bare idea ; they turned from so preposterous 
a doctrine, with the contempt which it ap- 
peared to them to deserve. 

Still, notwithstanding the united oppo- 
sition of both Jew and Gentile, the gospel 
did work its way ; with all the powers of 
earth and hell in league against it, it gradu- 
ally forced conviction upon the minds of 
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men. Strangers of Rome, Jews and prose- 
lytes, Cretes and Arabians, in fact, persons 
from all parts of the world, flocked daily to 
the standard of Christ, and enrolled them- 
selves under the banners of the Despised and 
Ryected One. 

And could this have been done by human 
aid alone ? Could aught but the power of 
God have stemmed such a tide of oppo- 
sition, and caused so wonderful a change to 
be wrought by instruments so apparently 
weak and ineffective? "It pleased God," 
says St, Paul, " by the foolishness of preach- 
ing, to save them that believe/' * It pleased 
him to inspire his appointed messengers with 
a boldness, which empowered them to declare, 
openly and manfully, that they were not 
ashamed of the gospel which they preached ; 
tliat that gospel was the " power of God unto 
salvation to every one that believeth ;*' that, 
at the hazard of their lives, they would main- 
tain that doctrine, to promulgate which they 
had renounced friends and home and country ; 
that they were determined to know no other 

« I Cor. i. 21. 
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than " Christ Jesus, and him crucified—* 
Christ, the power of God and the wisdom of 
God."» 

Having made these few general observa- 
tions, I shall now request your attention. 
Christian brethren, to a more particular elu- 
cidation of the text, which I shall consider 
under the two following heads, 

L What is meant by "the gospel of 
Christ," and in what manner it may be said 
to be ^' the power of God unto salvation." 

II. What we are to understand by "every 
one that believeth," to whom the benefits of 
the gospel appear, in the text, to be speci- 
fically limited. 

I. First, then, as to the simple meaning of 
the term gospel. There is scarcely any one so 
uninformed, as not to know that the word, as 
well in the original Greek as in our own 
language, signifies good tidings : in the latter, 
however, it is capable of another meaning 
equally appropriate ; for it is derived from 

3 1 Cor. i. 24. 
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two Saxoa words ; god^ which signifies indif* 
ferently God and good; and ipell^ which may 
be translated wordj or message; therefore, 
the literal interpretation of the word gospel, 
will be either — the word of God— or (as in 
the Greek) good tidings : each of which may, 
with the greatest propriety, be q^plied to 
the preaching of Christ and his apostles, 
who made known the revealed word of God, 
and proclaimed the blessed tidings of salva- 
tion to all mankind Thus Isaiah— ^^' How 
beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of 
him that bringeth good tidings, that pub- 
lisheth peace ; that bringeth good tidings of 
good, that publisheth salvation, that saith 
unto Zion, Thy God reigneth !" * And again, 
the angel, in announcing the birth of Jesus 
to the shepherds— ^^ Behold, I bring you 
good tidings of great joy, which shall be to 
all people : for unto you is born this day in 
the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ 
the Lord."* 

Such is the plain interpretation of the 
word gospel. We will now proceed to inquire 

♦ Isa. Hi. 7. a Luke ii. 10, 11. 



SERMON XII. 251 

into the circumstances which render that 
term appropriate, 

Man, by creation, was a pure, holy, and 
innocent being, modelled after the image of 
his Creator. For purposes too wise and in^ 
scrutable for us to fathom, it appears to 
have been the pleasure of Almighty God 
that all the creatures of his hands should 
give proof of their obedience by resisting 
temptation. By what means the angels were 
seduced from their allegiance, we are not 
informed ; certain, however, it is, that some 
fell from their high estate, while others re- 
mained perfect in their obedience and in 
favour with God. The fallen angels were 
permitted to exercise their arts in seducing 
man to sin; and the consequences are but 
too well known, but too fatally experienced 
by all of us. By transgression, his nature 
became entirely changed; his soul, before 
pure and spotless, was now foul and polluted ; 
his body, before imbibing the principles of 
health and immortality from the vital inilu* 
ences of the tree of life, now, cut oflf from 
those influences, became liable to disease, to 
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death, and corruption. Here was an awful,, 
a lamentable change ; at one fell blow the 
child of God was become the child of hell ; 
the free servant of the Most High, the heir 
of immortality and bliss, was become the 
bondslave of sin, the partaker with Satan 
in the pains of everlasting destruction. All 
his original righteousness had fled^ his purity 
had vanished, the image of God was defaced, 
and a deformed unsightly being was all that 
now remained of what was once the perfec- 
tion of beauty, the excellence of holiness and 
virtue. 

Infinite, then, was the mercy displayed by 
that Being, who though terrible in his wrath, 
is yet the fountain of love, the very essence 
of goodness and truth. The angels who 
sinned, he spared not; but cast them into 
chains, to be reserved for the final judgment, 
which shall consign them to an eternity of 
misery and despair; for there were, doubtless, 
causes of aggravation in their offence, which 
precluded all possibility of a remedy. But 
man, sunk and degraded, he pitied and he 
spared ; his justice condemned him, but his 
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mercy devised the means of alleviating the 
dreadful blow : — " The seed of the woman," 
3aid he, " shall bruise the head of the ser- 
pent :*' — one bom of that very being who was 
the first to yield to his seduction, shall be 
the instrument of crushing his power, of tri- 
umphing over his malice, and of restoring 
fallen man to the favour of his Maker, to 
bliss, immortality, and an everlasting king- 
dom. 

The history of the Bible sufficiently shows, 
that had God left man to himself, even after 
his merciful scheme of redemption had been 
framed, all his benevolent designs would 
have been frustrated by the perverseness of 
that being, whom it was his gracious inten- 
tion to preserve. But with the fondness of 
a tender parent, by chastisements and en- 
couragements, by warnings and judgments, 
he prevented the light of his word from being 
entirely extinguished, until the time arrived 
when the salvation of mankind, ordained 
from the foundation of the world, was per- 
fected. 

After repeated manifestations of his mercy 
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and his power; after sending his prophets 
and his messengers to announce the glad 
tidings, and prepare the way before him; 
" when the fulness of time was come," (as 
no meaner victim would suffice to appease 
his wrath,) " God sent forth his Son, made 
of a woman, made under the law, to redeem 
them that were under the law, that we might 
receive the adoption of sons/'^ Observe, 
my brethren, not simply to redeem and to 
save, but to purchase for us also the adoption 
of the sons of God^^the participation with 
the blessed Only Begotten from everlasting, 
in the inheritance of the kiiigdom of beaven. 
This redemption, it is sufficiently clear, 
could not have been procured by man, 
through any merits or righteousness of his 
own. He had incurred the penalty affixed 
to his offence, and that penalty must be 
paid, or the justice and truth of the Almighty 
would have been liable to suffer impeach* 
ment. Therefore was the merciful power 
of God put forth to drag the wretched cri* 
minal from his state of hopeless misery ; 

« Gal. iv. 4, 6. 



SEEMOK XU. 255 

therefore was the wisdom of God exerted to 
devise that stupendous scheme of mercy 
and love, by which a full, perfect, and suf- 
ficient sacrifice, oblation, and satisfaction 
might be made for the sins of the whole 
world, by the incarnation and death of the 
only Son of God. 

Thus, then, the gospel — or, in other word3, 
the scheme of man's redemption — is " the 
power of God unto salvation ;" that is, it is 
the means by which the Almighty mercifully 
delivered mankind from the consequences of 
the transgression of Adam ; a means which 
could only have been suggested by infinite 
goodness, devised by infinite wisdom, and 
executed by infinite power. 

But there was yet another, though subor- 
dinate end, to be answered by the coming of 
Christ upon earth. By his death be per- 
fected the atonement; but by his life and 
doctrine, he enlightened and instructed man- 
kindi removed their prejudices, inflamed 
their s&eal, and, both by precept and example, 
pointed out to them the only means by which 
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they might fulfil the conditions which are 
necessary to render that atonement available. 

I have necessarily taken a very rapid 
view of this part of the subject, (though one 
of all others of the deepest interest to the 
Christian, one most comfortable to dwell 
upon, one most full of hope and joy,) because 
the details are well known to most persons, 
and the present time does not permit me to 
enter into them at large. I shall therefore 
proceed to the second head which I proposed 
to consider : namely ; — 

II. What we are to understand by " every 
one that believeth ;" — to whom, in the text, 
the benefits of the gospel appear to be con- 
fined — " The gospel is the power of God unto 
salvation to every one that believeth." 

Christ died for the salvation of all man- 
kind. The angel, at his birth, said that he 
brought good tidings of great joy to all peo- 
ple. Christ himself declared, that when 
lifted up upon the cross, " He would draw 
all men unto him." '^ St. Paul tells us, that 

7 John xii. 32. 
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" it is a true saying, and worthy of all ac- 
ceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the 
world to save sinners."" St. John — that " if 
any man sin, we have an advocate witli the 
Father, Jesus Christ the righteous, and he is 
tte propitiation for our sins:" ^ and St. Peter, 
that " the Lord is not willing that any should 
perish, but that all should come to repent- 
ance,"' Here, then, the promise is universal 
to all mankind ; yet it is clear from the text, 
and many other passages of the New Testa- 
ment, that it is not absolute, but fulfilled 
only on the conditions of faith and repentance. 
It is a very plain doctrine, and by no means 
hard to be understood ; though some specu- 
lative theologians have grievously entangled 
and perplexed it. Jt is simply this we are 
saved by the merits of Jesus Christ alone, 
without any reference to our own good 
works. " By grace ye are saved, through 
faith, and that not of yourselves, it is the 
gift of God," ^ If, then, salvation is the free 
gift of God, out of the riches of his mercy 

8 I Tim. i. 15. 9 1 Johnii. 1,2. 

' 2 Pet. iii. 9. « Epb. ii. 8. 
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and ^race, and the appointed means of con- 
veying that gift is throngh the death and 
passion of Christ ; then it becomes reason-* 
able that we should be required to believe 
in that atonement ; to have a lively faith in 
God's mercies through Christ ; to reject all 
reliance upon our own merits, and to rest 
our hopes upon him alone, and him crucified. 
Such a belief, I say, must be reasonabl}^ de- 
manded of all who aspire to be partakers of 
the benefits of his cross and passion. Neither 
must we expect any eflScacy from Christ's 
death, any purification from his blood, any 
imputation of righteousness through him, any 
vital or invigorating influences from his 
Spirit, unless we believe in him. " Believe 
in the Lord Jesus, and thou shalt be saved," 
was the reply of Paul and Silas to the gaoler 
at Philippi.* Here was no word of obedience, 
repentance, charity; faith was all thatt the 
apostle declared to be requisite, in order to 
obtain that salvation, for which the awaken^ 
heathen petitioned. 

Since then, to use the words of the Holy 

* Acts xvi. 31. 
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GhcNsty uttered by St. Peter, " There is none 
other name under heaven given among men, 
whereby we must be saved," * but only the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, it follows 
that we have salvation only through faith in 
the power of that name. " He that believeth, 
and is baptized," saith our Saviour, ''shall 
be saved ; but he that believeth not shall be 
damned."^ "He that believeth in me, 
though he were dead, yet shall he live ; and 
whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall 
never die." ^ And St. Peter, to the converts 
assembled in the house of Cornelius — " To 
him give all the prophets witness, that through 
his name, whosoever believeth in him shall 
receive remission of sins."^ St. Paul, at 
Antioch, declares, that " by him all that be- 
lieve are justified from all things.'' ® Again, 
in the verse succeeding the text, " Therein" 
(that is in the gospel) '' is the righteousness 
of God revealed from faith to faith : as it is 
written, The just shall live by faith.'* I shall 

* Acts iv. 12 * Mark xvi. 16. 

6 Johu xi. 25, 26. '' Acts x. 43. 

8 Acts xiii. 39. 
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name but one more passage to this effect, 
though it would be easy to adduce numbers, 
did the time permit. ^^ Being justified by 
faith, we have peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ : by whom also we have 
access by faith into this grace wherein we 
stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of 
God."» 

These declarations, then, plainly show, 
that faith is the means whereby we are justi- 
fied or released from sin, through Jesus 
Christ; through whom also, and by the 
same means, righteousness is imputed to 
us. Yet there are other passages which 
seem to ascribe an equal efficacy to hope 
and good works ; and hence have arisen 
various and endless controversies concerning 
faith and works, which never would exist, 
did men take the trouble to consider these 
apparently conflicting passages, in connexion 
with each other, and with the rest of scrip- 
ture. Our Saviour plainly assures us, that 
we shall be judged, at the end of the world, 
by our tvorksy without mentioning a word 

9 Rom. V. 1, 2. 
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about faith — "Inagmuch as ye have, or have 
not done it " (specifically alluding to works 
of benevolence) " to one of the least of these, 
ye have, or ye have not, done it unto me." ^ 
Such he declares will be his words at the 
day of judgment. Again, when asked by a 
certain individual what he should do to ob- 
tain eternal life, he rehearses to him the ten 
commandments ; and upon being told in re- 
ply, that he had kept all these things from 
his youth, he commands him to give a proof 
of his love to God and man, by selling all his 
possessions and giving the produce to the 
poor ; adding, that if he did this, he should 
have treasure in heaven," ^ St. Paul, the 
great preacher of faith, says that " we are 
saved by hope ;" ^ that " the doers of the law 
shall be justified;"* and ranks charity, 
which he elsewhere calls "the end of the 
commandment," ^ above both faith and hope.^ 
And lastly, St. James has taken the greatest 
pains to do away all misapprehensions con- 

1 Matt. XXV. 40, 45. « Matt. xix. 21. 

' Rom. viii. 24. ^ Rom. ii. 13. 

* 1 Tim. X. 6. « 1 Cor. xiii. 13. 
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cerning the nature of faith, by declaring that 
" faith without works 18 dead.'"'^ 

Hence, then, we arrive at this conclusion ; 
that faith, in order to be effective to the pur- 
poses of that salvation which is in Jesus 
Christ, must be of such a nature, as to create 
a lively hope in the promises, and a holy 
obedience to the laws of God, In order to 
this, we must abide in Christ as branches of 
the true vine; and observe, brethren, that it is 
not sufficient for a branch to be luxuriant in 
leaves and verdure, it must also be abundant 
in fruit; otherwise it will be severed, by the 
husbandman, from the stock whence all its 
vitality is derived, and must consequently 
wither and perish. •^ I am the vine," saith 
our Lord,** and ye are the branches. He that 
abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth 
forth much fruit, for without me ye can do 
nothing." ® Now to abide in Christ, is, in 
fact, the same thing as to have a lively faith 
in him : if a man have such a faith, he will 
have all the vital influences of his grace im- 
parted to him ; he will cleave to him and 

'' James ii. ^0. » John xv. 5. 
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love him above all things ; and loving him, 
he will strive to walk even as he walked, in 
the fear of God, in love and charity with 
men. 

There is no clearer illustration of this 
truth, than the manner in which the apostles 
speak of an unfruitful faith. ^' He that saith 
he abideth in him/*^ says St. John — "What 
doth it profit, my brethren, if a man say he 
have faith and have not works ?" ^ are the 
words of St. James. In both instances it is 
clear that a pretended faith, a faith of the 
lips and not of the heart, is alluded to. 

Most of the errors into which men have 
fallen concerning faith and workg, have 
arisen from considering a bare assent to the 
truths of the gospel, as the same thing with 
a true Christian faith* Such a belief, how- 
ever, is no more than the first step to that 
faith — yet it is an important step ; for he 
that firmly believes all that he reads in the 
revealed word of God, and has the Spirit of 
Christ abiding in him, will assuredly be in- 
duced to look forward with holy confidence to 

9 1 John ii. 6. * James ii. 14. 
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the fulfilment of the glorious promises therein 
contained, and hence arises the next Christian 
grace of hope. And can we, brethren, have 
such a belief united with such a hope, with- 
out arriving at the last, the greatest virtue, 
charity — the end, the consummation of all ? 
Can we believe in God — believe that he has 
done so much for us of his free grace ; that 
Christ the Son of God has taken upon him 
our nature, and died for our sins, without 
feeling our hearts bum within us, with such 
a pure, holy, and influential affection for 
him, that no other object shall ever come in 
competition with him, and without striving to 
imitate him, and to be " merciful even as he 
was merciful ?" ' 

Here then we arrive at the consummation 
of Christian faith ; the union and consolida- 
tion of the three eminent graces of faith, 
hope, and charity : — for take either of them 
apart from the other two, and what is it? 
What is faith without hope and charity, but 
a diy fruitless tree ; a belief in God, only to 
tremble, like the devils, at his vengeance? 

« Luke vi. 36. 
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What, again, is hope without faith and 
charit)^, Bat onholy presumption?- — a building 
founded upon the sand, that must one day 
f^ll, and bring down ruin upon the head of 
the builder? And to lay claim to charity, 
without faith and hope — what is it but to 
pare down the most splendid, the most com- 
prehensive scheme of divine mercy and love, 
to a mere system of human ethics, only sur- 
passing those of the heathen schools in its 
more perfect form and more extensive utility ? 
Christian charity must ever require the sup- 
port of its correlative virtues, faith and hope, 
without which it must fall to the ground, like 
the temple of the Philistines when deprived of 
its pillars ; " it is only called the greatest of 
the three, because it is the completion and 
perfection of the other two;"^ because when 
faith shall be lost in certainty, and hope in 
the actual possession of our desires, charity 
shall continue to flourish in eternal beauty, 
the blessed attribute and occupation of the 
saints in their state of glory. 

Such, then, is Christian faith ; that faith 

' Bishop Van Mildert. 

N 
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wiiliout which it is impossible to please 
God ; — not a bare assent to the truths of re- 
ligion, but a 6xed and active principle, full 
of grace and truth, and extending its influ- 
ence over all our lives and actions; humble 
iu its intercourse with God, and benevolent 
in its dealings towards men ; imvardly — con- 
scious of its own demerits, diffident of itself, 
and trusting entirely to the sufficiency of 
Christ and the support of the Holy Spirit; 
outwardly — unaffected, courteous, and ac- 
tively engaged in doing good ; secretly — 
contending with its passions, mortifying its 
carnal desires, and disciplining its will to 
the good pleasure and laws of God ; openly — 
indulgent to the failings of others ; neither 
arrogant in maintaining its own opinions, 
nor severe in reproving those of others 
firm and inflexible in adhering to and up- 
holding the grand and fundamental principles) 
of religion ; rigidly exact in fulfilling all the 
weightier matters of the law — -judgment and 
mercy and faith — but modest in discussion, 
and mild in ils censure, when matters of less 
vital importance fall under its notice: — in 
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short, it may be summed up in that saying 
of St. James, " The wisdom that is from 
above, is first pure, then peaceable, gentle 
and easy to be entreated, full of mercy and 
good fruits, without partiality, and without 
hypocrisy."* 

Finally, brethren, how is this faith, so 
important to our salvation, to be attained ? 
Will it spring up spontaneously, and grow 
^nd increase, and overshadow us with its 
influence, without care and nurture and 
diligent cultivation ? — No, it will not. It 
must be the work of the Holy Spirit in our 
hearts: but that Spirit, in its ordinary opera- 
tion, will not come upon us with the force of 
a mighty rushing wind — it will speak to us 
in a still small voice — its first call will be 
gentkj but distinct. If we listen to that voice 
— if we obey that call — it will wax louder 
and more urgent : the hand that at first only 
beckoned, will now grasp us, and lead us 
more and more rapidly along the heaven- 
ward path ; nor will it ever fail in its guid- 
ance and support, until we have reached the 

♦ James iii. 17. 
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everlasting goal to which our hopes and de^ 
sires have been directed. 

To the attainment of this important 
end, we must set God always before us; 
studying and meditating upon his word and 
his law, and lifting up our hearts in fervent 
prayer. Not only in the private retirement of 
our chambers — not only in the holy temples 
of his worship, must our petitions ascend to 
the throne of grace — ^but we must so accus- 
tom ourselves to religious meditation, that 
on every sudden emergency our souls may 
lift themselves up in prayer—our hearts, at 
every vacant moment, may spontaneously 
turn to God, as the natural object of their 
hopes and their affections. 

In conclusion then, let us ask whether 
the boldness of the apostles in promulgating 
the gospel does not furnish a useful example 
to Christians of the present day ? Whether 
we do not still (though in a different manner 
and different degree) stand in danger of be- 
ing ashamed of the gospel of Christ ? It is 
true, that it is not now " every where spoken 
ag^ainst" in the same sense in which it was at 
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its outset; nor is it now subject to open and 
virulent persecution. Yet are tlierd none 
among us, Christian brethren, who are 
ashamed of Christ and his gospel ? Is not 
the votary of the world, the worshipper of 
the pleasures, the vanities, and the follies of 
life, ashamed of openly avowing his fnith in 
Christ; of frequenting the places of his wor- 
ship ; of being known to serve him in private ; 
in short, afraid of being accounted righteous 
overmuch ? Of the thousands who profess 
and call themselves Cliristians, are there not 
numbers who dare not, for fear of the re- 
proach and scorn of the world, pursue their 
calling with that holy zeal, that energetic 
boldness, which ought to mark and to cha- 
racterize the followers of the blessed Jesus ! 
O, if there be any such among you, brethren, 
let them think upon the awful warning given, 
upon the dreadful sentence reserved for their 
crime ! — " Whosoever shall be ashamed of 
me and of my words in this adulterous and 
sinful generation ; of him shall the Son of 
Man be ashamed, when he cometh in the 
glory of his Father with the holy angels." * 
"Mark viii. 38. 
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And of what shall we be ashamed in the 
gospel of Christ? Is it of that meek and 
lowly One, wandering about without a home 
to shelter him, with nought but the bread of 
Charity for his support? — followed by a 
faithful, but poor and humble few — 
scorned y despised, and rejected by the wise 
and great ones of the earth ? Is it of Him 
we are ashamed ? Pause then, and listen to 
the gracious words which proceed out of his 
mouth ; see the wind and storm obedient to 
his word ; hear the demons (forced by his 
command to relinquish their victims) proclaim 
him as the Holy One of God. See the sick 
restored to health, the lame forego his 
crutch, the dark orbs of the blind sparkle 
with the radiance of restored vision ; hear 
the dumb singing his praises in the delighted 
ears of the deaf; — ^lo ! he speaks the word, 
and the dead corpse rises from the bier, or 
comes forth from the tomb, to bear witness to 
him as the Lord of life — and shall we be 
ashamed of Him f 

Or is it yon poor criminal, dragged from 
prison and from judgment; beaten, spit upon, 
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scourged, arrayed in mock ensigns of royalty, 
and hurried to execution? — Is it that pale 
and bleeding form, nailed to the tree of 
ignominy — those limbs convulsed — that brow 
of agony — that soul poured forth with an 
unutterable cry ? — Mark ! the sun veils his 
face in preternatural darkness — the earth 
trembles— the rocks rend their marble bo- 
soms — the very graves yawn, and give up 
their dead — and all nature bears witness, by 
the most horrible throes, that she has beheld 
the murder of her God ! Shall we be 
ashamed of him, who yielding willingly to 
the power of death, yet too strong to be 
bolden of it, bursts through the leaden 
slumbers of the tomb, and ascends to the 
right hand of the Majesty on High ? 

Yes, my brethren, that bleeding form was 
assumed to take upon itself the burden and 
chastisement of our sins ; those stripes which 
disfigure it have healed our souls; that 
blood and water, pouring from his most pre- 
cious side, have washed out all our guilt ; 
that cry, which separates the soul from the 
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bodyi proclaims the consummation of our 
redemption from eternal death. 

Shall we then be ashamed of that redemp- 
tion ? Shall we blush to own that we have 
salvation only in the name of Jesus? — that 
our pardon is sealed by his blood and by his 
blood alone ? — that we are incapable of per- 
fecting any good or acceptable service, but 
by the grace of the Holy Spirit preventing 
and assisting us ?— that, after all, we are still 
unprofitable servants, and therefore can only 
be accounted righteous through the merits 
of that Being, who was made a curse for our 
transgressions ? 

Is it not a glorious boast, that we are 
raised by him from our state of sin and de- 
gradation to the adoption of the children of 
God, to the joyful inheritance of the kingdom 
of heaven? Is it not a blessed confidence 
which bids us feel, that, compassed about as 
we are with sin and infirmity, we have access 
through him to the throne of grace ? — that 
we can come boldly and plead in his name 
for pardon and acceptance? — that amidst 
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the darkness and misery of this present 
world, we have the beams of his Holy Spirit 
shining broadly and brightly upon our path, 
darting their light into our inmost souls, and 
cheering and comforting us in our weary 
pilgrimage ?— that whatever our trials, what- 
ever our temptations, his grace is sufficient 
for us — is sufficient to bear us harmless 
through all the dangers of life, to sustain 
us through the awful gloom of the valley of 
the shadow of death, and carry us washed 
and sanctified by the blood of the Lamb into 
his presence, at whose right hand there are 
pleasures for evermore ? 

My children ! — you who by the tender 
mercies of your God have been rescued from 
the dangers of a wicked and unpitying world, 
and are here (though deprived of earthly 
parents) taught to know that you are still the 
adopledchildrenofaheavenly Father, through 
the merits and atonement of Jesus Christ 
— let these trutlis take deep root and bring 
forth fruit abundantly in your hearts. You 
have yet to encounter the trials and tempta- 
tions of life ; you have to meet the contumely 
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of the scoffer, the levity of the ignorant, the 
scornful derision of the abandoned sinner — 
all tending to make you ashamed of that 
gospel wherein you have been instructed : 
you have, above all, a spiritual enemy, 
whose utmost efforts will be exerted to effect 
your utter destruction in the world to come. 
Let it then be ever your glory and your 
crown, your constant theme of gratitude and 
joy, that you have been brought up as ser- 
vants and children of the living God, as the 
redeemed of Jesus Christ, as the sanctified of 
the Holy Spirit. Let that faith I have been 
endeavouring to describe be so alive and 
vigorous within you, that sin shall be the 
only thing of which you are ashamed ; and 
in being ashamed of that, fear not the re- 
proaches of men, but fear Him, who, while he 
seeth in secret, will most assuredly punish 
your transgressions openly. Remember that 
should you ever fall off from Christ, no ex- 
cuse can ever be made for your guilt : you 
have been brought up in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord ; you have been 
taught to remember your Creator now in the 
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days of your youth ; and if you forget him 
in after life, if you renounce the Saviour 
who has redeemed you, who shall then be 
able to save you from the judgment reserved 
for the unfaithful and impenitent ? Continue 
then to walk circumspectly in all the com- 
mandments and ordinances of the Lord 
blameless; prayerfully seeking for and firmly 
relying upon the grace and assistance of 
God's Holy Spirit. Watch and pray that ye 
enter not into temptation : ask for the bread 
of life, and it shall be given you : seek for 
the fountain of eternal grace, and its waters 
shall abundantly refresh your souls : knock, 
and the gate of heaven shall be opened to 
admit you into the realms of everlasting 
bliss. 



THE END* 
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